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EVENING XXXIX. 


The Hiſtory, of Pee Me Prins 
of Kaſgar, and of Zendebraud, Prin- 
en 5 of Samarcand. 


Ru Continued from Vet. 4 15 
x Es UCH were the people that agacked 


us when we were aſleep,” and be- 

If lieved-ourſelves in abſolute ſecurity; 

Sch the Princeſs of Kaſgar, Who was 

with her women in a tent, pitched 

in the middle of our camp, no ſooner heard 

the alarm, but ſhe put on the habit of a man, 

which ſhe continually kept in her wardrobe. 

She then mounted her horſe, and encouraged 

BY thoſe about her to defend themſelves vigo- 
1 Vor The - B gorouſly ; 


ran ſo ſwiftly, that it was impoſſible for me 


extremely bright, until four Arabs croſſed my 
read, from whole attack T had much ado to 


TEE 


1 


Zendehroud's beauty having reached his ear, 


favourite Sultana in his travelling ſeraglio; 
in order to this, he gave directions that his 


Tonqueſtan, I made all the haſte thither I 


tached a body of four thoufand horſe in. queſt 


2 MOGUL TALES. 
rouſly; herſelf performing wondrous acts of 
valour;; but Sanding ſhe ſhould at laſt be over- * 
powered by numbers, ſhe reſolved to truſt her 
fatery to the fleetneſs of her horſe, which 


to keep up with her; however, I endeavour-' 
ed to purſue the ſame tract, the moon ſhining - 


defend myſelf; their companions, finding no 
farther reſiſtance from our .eſcort, which were 
either all cut to pieces or fled, fell immedi- 
ately to pillaging our camp. That was not, 
however, what Agem ſought for, the fame of 


and having intelligence that ſhe was on her 
return to her ſpouſe, he made this expedition 
on purpoſe to ſeize her, and to make her the 


people ſhould enter the tent of the Princeſs, 
with all the reſpect imaginable, and that they 
ſhould ſhew all poſlible regard to thoſe of her 
ſex who were her attendants, . '* © - 

They punQually executed his orders, tho' 
they came too late, for Zendehroud had for- 
tunately fled out of their reach, and eſcaped 
the brutality of this robber. For my part, I 
was extremely grieved, that I had not been 
able to follow the Princeſs; but, as I had 
reaſon to think ſhe would take the road to 


could; and having acquainted! the firſt gover- 
nor on the frontiers, with the unlucky acei- 
dent that had befallen us, he immediately de- 


of Agem, in order to deliver the Princeſs, in 
caſe ſhe had been ſo unlucky as to have fall- 
into hrs hands. 5 54 5 


* 
3 


ig - 
8 wh JEL — 
# Cr 3 ** — . 
* . oe ©. 7,+.% * Cs a 
Fi - r 
F Fe 
, 2 Pats — 7 
E 3 1 
. -- 
* £ 


— —— — 


8 9 4 
9 


* 

MOGUL T AI. E. S. 8 
I accompanied theſe troops, in order to 
conduct them to the place where we had been 
attacked, and where, on our arrival, we found 
the Arabs had fled, and only the dead and dy- 
ing ſtripped naked, who were unable to in- 
form us which way theſe vagrants marched; 
a rumour was. diſperſed, . that they had fallen 
into the Ws Pe f Agem. The very thoughts 
of which, and the piercing grief which it 
would give my maſter, filled me with ſuch 
lively reſentment; that inſtead of being the 
meſſenger af ſo bad news, I determined, if it 
were poſſible, to revenge the loſs; to this put- 
poſe, diſpatching couriers on every ſide, we 
gained intelligence that the Arabs were march- 
ing to the plains of Fargana, ſituate near the 
town of Mavaralnahar, on the frontiers of the 
kingdom of Kaſgar. We immediately purſu- 

ed, and having come up with; them, we engaged 
in a bloody combat, and cut them in pieces. 
Our Chief gave orders, they ſhould take Agem 
ali ve, but that was impoſhble; for that Mon- 
ſter, finding himſelf preſſed, retired into bis 
tent, where he had not remained many mi- 
nutes before he came out again, with the 
head of a woman in his hand, whoſe face 
was totally - disfigured with ſeveral blows of 
a ſabre, and throwing it cut at our feet, he 
cried. out, © There is what you look after, now 
go carry to your maſter the head of Zendeh- 
roud, and tell him that Agem was never born 
to be his flave.“ He then threw bimſelf on 
his ſword, which, coming out of his back, 
gave a paſſage for his impure ſoul; to quit that 
body which had been its companion in ſo 
many villainies. 461. 02. Sm... Eh ao. 
We ſet up a diſmal cry at the ſight of this 
abominable act, and running into his tent, we 
found weltring in their blood fix of his wives, 
| ; B 2 e whoſe 
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whoſe heads he had cut off, that they might 
not fall alive into our hands. Amongſt the 
women I diſtinguiſhed, with inexpreſſive grief, 
the corps of Zendehroud, whoſe habit was re- 
markable, and enriched with diamonds, which 
I knew at firſt ſight. Having leiſure, I difcern- 
ed every feature of that unfortunate Princeſs, 
in the mangled head which that villain had 
thrown" to us; but one of the women, Who 
was not quite dead, put us out of all doubt; 
The told us, that the Princeſs of Kaſgar had 
reſiſted the violence offered to her by that 
monſter, ' to the moment when' we ſurrounded 
his troops, and that as foon as he perceived it 
impfradcticable to make his eſcape, he ruſhed into 
mis tent, cut off the heads of his wives, and of 
Zendehroud, and gave all the reſt of the wo- 
men mortal wounds. e 
I procured on the ſpot a little chariot, into 
which I put the body of the Princeſs, and 
Having ſent it to Chojanda, a city of Mava- 
ralnahar, at the foot of the mountains I there 
paid my laſt devoirs to her, with all poſſible 
magnificence. As ſoon as this melancholy .cere- 
mony was over, I took the road to Kaſgar, in 
which Thad not proceeded above four leagues, 
before I perceived a body of horſe approach- 
ing, at whoſe head I could diſcover the Prince 
Zem-Alzaman: I immediately diſmounted, ran 
to meet him, and preſented myſelf on my knees 
at his ſtirrup ; but as I began to acquaint him 
with the eruel fate of the Princeſs, grief ſtruck 
me dumb; the Prince was : alarmed at my 
filencez' and that profound ſarrow which he 
diſcovered in my countenance. However, he 
commanded me to ſpeak, and I opened. no 
ſooner the cauſe of my afllibtion, but turning 
pale and ſighing, be was very near falling from 
his horſe, had he not been ſupported ” two 
Ane N K 3. n 
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MOGUL TALES. 5 
officers, who. rode an each ſide of him; it was 
more than an hour before, he could be brought 

to himſelf, and when revived, he uttered ſuch 
touching complaints, that they drew tears from 
the eyes of all chat were about him; to this 
grief ſucceeded a fury as terrible, in which he 
was a thouſand times on the point of killing 
himſelf, if he had not been prevented by hold- 
ing his arms. And have I loſt, cried he, for 
ever my dear Zendehroud ? have I loſt her 
through the rage of a barbarian, on whom I 
cannot be revenged fince he cxiſts no more. 
Oh! Heaven, why doſt thou perſecute me, 
with ſo much fury? Hitherto I have been the 
object of your vengeance without murmuring, 
hoping that one day your arrows would be 
exhauſted. ; Nay, I thought that day come, 
when the Princeſs of Kaſgar became ſenſible of 
my innocence, - and now you have raviſhed 
from me this incomparable - perſon, and that 
by an adventure the moſt cruel. Oh! holy 
prophet, what a reſignation is there due to the 
decrees of Heaven! yes, it is my duty, I mult 
ſubmit without murmuring, it is to no purpoſe, 
Zendehroud is dead! Zendehroud is dead! ſhe 
is no more. Cruel Agem ! execrable monſter ! 
What could that [adorable . Princeſs have done 
to you, to deferve ſuch inhuman uſage? Ah! 
it is impoſſible that I ſhould ſurvive her; then 
he gave orders for our going on to Chojanda, 
where we arrived in two hours; at that time 
his affliction gathered new ſtrength ; he ſought 
to have died at the fight of the bloody robe 
of his wife, which he peremptotily. command; 
ed ſhould be brought him, and having wet it 
with a ſhawer of tears, he commanded a moſt 
beautiful monument: to be erefted to the memory 
of that incomparable lady. That very day be 

* B253-4 . 3 g "5+ ty 
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diſcharged all his ſervants, reſerving only me A 


to accompany him in thoſe travels wh 
determined to amuſe his affliction. ; 
After having, for this purpoſe, wandered up 
and down for a conſiderable time, we came, at 
laſt, into the neighbourhood of Candahar. 
About a quarter of league from the town, we 


erein he 


found a little moſque, and near it a burying- : 


ground; it grew late, and the Prince, deſirous 
to ſooth his melancholy among the tombs, de- 
termined to remain there all night, As I had 


found it to no purpoſe to diſſuade bim from 


ſuch kind of reſolutions, I now. no longer at- 
tempted it, but while he ſearched out a place 
to reſt in, I went to look for ſome place, where 
I might put the horſes up ſafe; at the corner 
of. the wall I eſpied a little tenement, which 
belonged to the Iman of the moſque, thither I 
ent immediately, and tho? the Iman was gone 
to Candahar, upon ſome occaſion, yet the old 
man, who took care of his affairs, treated me 
with much civility; and not only took the 
horſes into the yard, but gave them provender, 


nor would be perſuaded to receive any gra- 


tuity for his favours. After I told that I was 
obliged to return to my maſter, Who intended 
to lie all night among the tombs, 1 departed to 
find the Prince who was ſtanding not far from 
the place where I left him; he looked on me, 
with ſuch an air of terror aud diſtraction; that 
I wes mightily amazed and full of trouble. I 
could not ſpeak to him, nor he to me; at laſt, 
recovering himſelf a litile, Roud-Bari, ſaid he; 
if I were capable of being affrighted, it muſt 
have been with a light which preſented itſelf 


while you were gone with the horſes. Out of 
vonder tomb, I beheld an old man ariſe; ou 
beweil, ſaid he, the Princeſs of Samarcand, + 


8 


and you are cvery day entieating the Prophet, ( 


that -- 


„ 
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MOGUL TALES .. 


that he would put an end to your ſorrows. 


Your' prayers are heard; 150 to Cambaye, in 
that city they ſhall be finiſhed, and you will, 
once more, be united to Zendehroud. At the ſame 


time the old man diſappeared; and tho' his 


ſudden appearance confounded me, yet in his 
declaration, that at Cambaye my ſufferings, 
with a hated life, are to take an end, my ſoul 
received as much comfort, as it is poſſible in 
the ſtate I am in, Come then, let us ſet for- 
ward for Guzarat, and when that event, which 
he has predifted, comes to paſs, return you to 
Kaſgar, and give an account of it to Fraydoun, 
For my pazt, I was ſo much afflifted, that 1 
could not F Frain from tears. Ah! my friend, 
ſaid he, if you really love me, you would not 
weep, ſince the deſtiny ' that attends me at 
Cambaye, will put an end to miſeries, a thouſand 
times more cruel than death itſelf, The Prince 
repoſed himſelf a little that night, but, for my 
part, I could not ſleep; we mounted our horſes 
by break of day, and after traverſing the king- 
doms of Hajakan, Buckar, Tata, and Soret, 
we came at laſt 10 Guzarat, and arriving yeſter- 
day at Cambaye, we went, to lodge at a Cara- 
vanſera; we were from thence, without knowing 
in what manner, tranſported thither; where 
inſtead of being comforted with the noble proſ- 
peas he beholds, his melancholy ſeems to be 
increaſed from the apprehenſion that it is not 
likely to become his tomb, —  -  ' 
Duting the whole time of this recital, Zem- 
Alzaman was ' plunged into ſo deep a melan- 
choly, that it raiſed the ' moſt tender pity ima- 


ginable in the breaſts of all the Sultanas's, they 


were at the very point of burſting into tears, 
when Cothrob addreſſed himſelf in the follow- 
ing terms to the Prince of Kaſgar. © You have, 
my Lord, for a long time experienced the bit- 

terneſs 
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8 MO GHL 
terneſs of a very unfortunate life, yet be not 
caſt down, the Prophet will keep his word, 
and put an end to your ſorrows before this 
day be paſt, according to all that was pro- 
miſed you by the venerable perſon from the 
tomb.” The Iman had no ſooner finiſhed this 

diſcourſe, but two ſlaves came to the door of 


the ſalon, and beckoned out the porters who 


attended. 5 EET ISO HS 

In a few minutes the porters returned, and 
brought with them a young man about twenty 
years of age; his aſpect the moſt charming that 
can be imagined, tho* he was in a profound ileep,: 
procured by the liquor we have formerly ſpoken 


of, and did not awaken till after he was ſet 


down in the hall; then opening his eyes, he 
gazed around him, looked on the grandeur and 
magnificence of the palace with amazement, 
and was the more ſurpriſed, at the profound 
filence which every body kept, infomuch, chat, 
for a time, he was afraid to ſpeak, At laſt, 
Is it in this enchanting place, ſaid he, with a 
voice the moſt pleaſing that ever. was heard p 


Is it here, that I am to find a period to my 


griefs? Is it in this - moſt - pompous palace 
that I am to meet all I love? Great Prophet, 
continued he, ceaſe to afflit the afflicted, whoſe 


| faults have been ſo long repented; pardon the 


errors of a too paſſionate temper, which have 


been already expiated by a train of ſufferings ; 


reſtore the trauquility to my breaſt, of which 
I have ſo great neceſſity, or take away that 
life which, Without it, is but a burden. 
 Fhe young man had no ſooner finiſhed 


his prayer to Mahomet, but the Prince of 


turned his eyes towards the perſon, and at 
the ſame inſtant lell- into the arms of  Roud- 
„ | Bari, 


Kaſgar, ſtruck with the ſound. of his voice, 
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Bari, crying as he fell, Behold the accompliſh- 
ment of the prophecy I had at Candahar; now, 
now, I die! . — 2414 n 53 
If all che aſſembly were aſtoniſhed at ſo ex- 
traordinary and unlooked-for event, they were 
more ſurprifed, When they beheld the young 
ſtranger quit the flaves who ſupported him, 
and run and threw himſelf on the neck of 
Zem-Alzaman with, extreme tenderneſs; crying 
out at the ſame time, Have I, O my dear Prince, 


* 


found. you once again, 7 * ; OW £©£ 4 2% 4 5 
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The Hiſtory of Zem-Alzaman, Prince 
af Kaſgar, and of Zendehroug, Prin- 
ceſs of Samarcand. [708 1 
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SYARESSES fo warm and affectionate, 

joined to a voice ſo well known and ſo . 
dear, quickly rouſed the Prince of Kaſgar from 
his ſwoon. When he recovered, he ſat up, 
but looked, like a perſon who. had loſt his 
ſenſes, ſtaring without motion or ſpeech, . ſup- 
poling all he ſaw the effect of a N but 
when, after ſome time, the full uſe of his 
ſenſes were returned. O! Heaven, cried he 
is this ſcene real! is it poſſible, that I ſhoulc 


hold the Princeſs of Samarcand in wy arms? 


Can it be Zendehroud! my dear ſpouſe, that 
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I embrace? Great Prophet, if all that I behold 
is a dream, grant that. I may. never wake, but 
enjoy, inſtead of Paradiſe, the company of my 
incomparable Princeſs, in lieu of thoſe hours 
thou haſt promiſed to the faithful! My dear 
Lord, faid Zendehroud, letting fall a torrent 
of tears, be aſſured that it is no illuſion. 
After the perfidious Agem had ſurpriſed my 
eſcort, I put the habit of a man, in order to 
fave myſelf by flight, and gave orders to a 
Georgian woman, who was pretty near my 
fize, to put on my cloaths, and to perſonate 
me, when they ſhould be taken, and I ſuppoſe 
it is ſome accident which has befallen that un- 
happy woman, that has occaſioned your be- 
lieving I was dead, or at leaſt, a priſoner. Ah! 
cried Zem-Alzaman, you judge but too rightly, 
For that unfortunate Georgian falling into the 
hands of that monſter Agem, and reſiſting his 
brutal attempts with - inimitable, conſtancy, he 
ut the poor girl to death, and afterwards deſ- 
troyed himſelf, to avoid thofe torments which 
he rightly conjectured would befal him, in caſe 
he fell alive into the hands of the troops Roud- 
Bari had brought to your ſuccour ; deceived by 
theſe ſtrong appearances, this faithful compa- 
nion of my travels believed you the victim of 
Agem's fury. Your habit, your ſize and the 
_ disfigured head of the Georgian, were ſufficient 
grounds for him to believe, as he did, that you 
fell into the hands of that barbarian's ſoldiers, 
and that afterwards you had taken your own 
Habit, and being ſacrificed by the brutal cruelty 
of that monſter, among his wives, all of whom, 
| _ of jealouſy, he at the ſame time put to 
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Concluſion of the Hiſtory of Zem-Al- 
zaman, Prince of Kaſe ar, and of 
"20 endehroud, P rinceſs of Samarcand. 


=y wants be to no bly 0 Sea 

to enter into a long detail of the many 
griefs I ſuffered on the news of your unfortu- 
nate adventure; Let it ſuffice, that I tell you, 
from the moment I heard it, I gave myſelf up 
to an uninterrupted- flow of ſorrow and afflic- 
tion of mind. I endeavoured all I could to 
ſhorten a life which was now become infup: 
portable to me, and I was on the very point 
of ſinking under -theſe evils, when I was told 
in a viſion, as J apprehended, that at Cambaye 
I ſhould e der you again. It never came 
into my Head to give this ptediction any fa- 
vourable interpretation; but conſidering the 
ſtate of my affairs at that time, I concluded that 
in this place, by ſome means or other, 1 ſhould 
meet my death, the only end I expected to 
ſufferings, and by theſe means alſo I GR to 
be re · united to my Zendehrou d. 

Let us forget all theſe miiefortumes;: my dear 
ſpouſe, anſwered the Princeſs tenderly, for as 
the Great Prophet has reſtored us to each other 
in this manner at laſt, we cannot, aſter ſo ſin- 
gular an inſtance,; doubt of the continuance of 
"his A ens and tenden Iwill not, for my 
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part, enter into a prolix recital of my adven- 
tures; I wandered at random, to avoid falling 
into the hands of the execrable Agem, of whoſe 
infamous practices I had heard; and ſuch an 
horror had I of, becoming his priſoner, that af- 
ter killing one of his Arabs who overtook me, 
I put my horſe to full ſpeed and allowed nei- 
ther him nor myſelf the leaft relaxation, till, by 
the rapidity of my flight, I had quite eſcaped. 
all danger of his purſuing me with effect. 
I arrived at laſt at Abercand; a city of Ma- 

varalnahar, on the frontiers of Thibet, where 
I had once an intention to have made myſelf 
known to the governor, and to, have demanded 
of him a guard to eſcort me thro' Turqueſtan, 
in order to have joined you at Kaſgar. But 
I was diverted from this, by meeting at the 
gate of Abercand, the. very. ſame Calender, 
whom, as I have heretofore told you, I con- 
fulted in my mother's court, 1 fancied that he 
would not be able to diſcover me in the diſ- 
guiſe I wore, but was miſtaken, for he came 
up to me immediately.“ Madam, ſaid he, 
you have felt the truth of my predictions in a 
train of thoſe misfortunes, which the raſhneſs 
of a paſſionate temper draws on . thoſe, who 
give way. thereto. Be thankful, however, to 
the Prophet, who has preſerved your life and 
honour, and make haſte to Cambaye, if you 
would ſee an end of your ſorrows.” _. 
I had paid too dearly for my negle& of this 
good man's advice, when given to me at Sa- 
-marcand, ever to fall into that errar again. I 
took therefore inſtantly [the road of Cambaye. 
Iarrived in this city about noon, and went to 
take up a lodging in a Caravanſera, the keeper 
whereof treated me with much kindneſs. He 

prevailed on me to ſup with him, and after- 


wards finding myſelf extremely fleepy, I with- 
| | £ ew, 
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drew, in order to repoſe myſelf. Since that 
time I cannot ſay what has befallen me, nor 
by what enchantment I have been brought in- 
to this moſt magnificent palace; nor ſhall I 
trouble myſelf to think about it, ſince here I 
find the Calender's prophecy actually fulfill- 
ed, and am, my dear Prince, reſtored to your 
arms. 4 
The Sultan liſtened very attentively to this 
unravelling of the adventures of theſe illuſ- 
trious perſons, and the Prince of Kaſgar and 
Zendehroud, having thanked them for intereſt- 
ing themſelves ſo much in their ſtories, the 
evening concluded with all imaginable ſatis- 
faction. : | 
All the Princes and Princeſſes in the ſeraglio 
enjoyed the higheſt pleaſure imaginable in this 
whimſical ſtate, except only the Sultan of 
Ormuz. This Monarch, flattered: by the pro- 
miſes of Cothrob, attended their accompliſh- 
ments with the utmoſt impatience, nor could 
he avoid teſtiſying the anguiſh of mind he 
endured to Cothhedin who happened to be near 
him. Ho different, my deat friend, ſaid he, 
is your condition from mine? You poſſeſs at 
eaſe the ſole object of your love, while 1, 
altho' the miſtreſs of my wiſhes is ever preſent, 
dare not expreſs my paſſion for her, any other 
way, than by the tenderneſs viſible in my looks. 
I have had, indeed, ſome cauſe to hope that 
beautiful Princeſs is not inſenſible of my pains, 
but, alas! what qe theſe flight hopes ? if the 
happy moment doth not, approach, which is 
to make her my wife, I ſhall certainly ſink un- 
der the violence of my love.” © My Lord, an- 
ſwered the Prince of Viſapour, we have ſeen 
ſo many inconteltable proofs of Cothrob's ve- 
racity, that you ought really to be ſatisfied in 
our mind, and depend on the performance of 
Vor. II. | C | Whatever 
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whatever he has promiſed. Be cheerful, my 
friend, expect patiently, nor doubt, that you 
ſhall very ſpeedily find a happy period to all 
your ſorrows; reſign yourſelf, be eaſy, and 
ceaſe not to hope.” 5 ' 4] 
This. diſcourſe of Cothbedin, having made 
ſome impreſſion on the ſoul of Cazan-Can, that 
Prince paſſed the night with more than ordinary 
tranquility. The next day at the uſual hour, 
repairing to the ſaloon, he found all the com- 
pany aſſembled as formerly. As ſoon as the 
Sultans had taken their places and every bo- 
dy was ſeated, the porters brought in a man 
about thirty years of age, and placed him on 
a ſofa. The ſtranger was handſome, but his 
beauty was clouded by the ſadneſs in his coun- 
tenance, which yet . to give way to 
ſurprize, as he ſeemed by degrees awaked, and 
perceived himſelf in a ſtrange place, and that 
ſo extremely grand and magnificent. Ladies, 
ſaid he, riſing, pardon my curioſity; arriving 
pretty late laſt night in Cambaye, I took up 
my lodging in a Caravanſera, with an intent 
to have employed this. day in viewing What- 
ever was worthy of notice in the city, port, 
&c. which I rather choſe to do, that my thoughts 
might be employed; becauſe, having been 
lately ſeparated from the delight of my ſoul, 
ſolitude ſerved only to fill me with anguiſh, 
and every moment which was not employed 
in ſearching for her, augmented my deſpair, 
Be ſo charitable, therefore, go a ſtranger, as to 
acquaint me whether I am awake, and by what 
ſtrange means I am come to this land of in- 
chantment ? Or if you are: thoſe phantoms, 
which in the night inform mankind by work- * 
ing on their 1maginations, tell me, does m 
dear Margeon, [i. e. Globe of Light, ] ſtill ſur- 


vive, 
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vive, and in what region of the earth may I 


find her?” The Sultan were ready to laugh 


at the ſeriouſneſs with which the man uttered | 


theſe expreſſions; but Cothrob, turning towards 
him, returned this anſwer. © The perſon you 
ſeek is no leſs concerned than yourſelf at this 
ſeparation ; ſhe has, with indefatigable pains, 
ſearched the ſea-poris for news of you; but it 
is here that both your- hopes muſt be ſatisfied ; 
what I have ſaid is enough to convince you, 
that what you ſee is not a dream, and that the 
perſons you behold, are of that race of beings 
who were created to*retrieve the woes of the 
unhappy. As you are pf that number, dela 

not the giving us an exact detail of your ad- 
ventures, for tho' we are ignorant of nothing 
that has befallen you, yet we always require a 
recital from the intereſted perſon's mouth, and 
according to the fincerity of thoſe recitals, are 

more or leſs diſpoſed to ſerve them.“ 
Puiſſant Genius, anſwered the ſtranger, th 

flattering hopes you give me, are ſufficient to 
ſpur me to any thing, and to prevent my hav- 
ing any reſerve, , the latter part of your dif- 
courſe has alſo its weight with me, and there- 
fore, to deſerve your favour, I will inſtantly en- 
ter on a faithful account of my actions. 


,” 
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The Adventures of Katife and 
Ee”, Margeon. 


AV name is Katife, my father, who has 
been dead theſe twelve years, was an 
officer to the King of Aden; of five children 
which he had, three of my brothers died; my 


only ſiſter was, with her nurſe, ſtolen away at 


four years ob age, ſo that I alone remained to 
be tlie comfort of my mother, who, as ſhe was 
x woman: of good ſenfe and fpirit, took care 
Herſelf to form my genius, and give my mind 
a right turn. At twenty years of age, I addiQ- 
ed myſelf to arms, and I flatter myſelf that L 
ſpeak. but truth, in ſaying I gained ſome repu- 
tation by my behaviour in a war our King 
had lately engaged in, againſt one of his ene - 
mies. 1 | 
Wie had for a neighbour, a young charming 
widow, whoſe praiſes I heard continually from 
my mother, who was her intimate; and by de- 
grees I grew enamoured, from the very fame 
of her beauty. I tried every way 1 could adviſe 
to gain admittance to her, but in vain, fo dif- 
ficult was this lady of acceſs. At laſt, when I 
began to deſpair, chance gave me an opportunity 
which I embraced with ſatisfaction. 


* 
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The His roxy of the Adventures of 
Katife and Margeon. 


5 (Continued.) 
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ace, that thoſe folks may 


not immediately know me.” 
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I could not forbear laughing at what my 
friend the phyfician ſaid, and as I wiſhed to 
diſcourſe; with him, I begged his company 10 
dinner. We went to a good woman's ordina- 
ry, and after having dined heartily, we diverted 
_ ==ourſelves with the repetition of what had hap- 
pened in our youth,- and telling other merry 
tales, which naturally led us to talk of thoſe 
beauties which. now reigned in Aden, both 
maids and widows; amongſt the reſt, I forgot 
not to mention Margeon, and to launch out 
exceſſively in her praiſe ; magnifying not only 
her charms, but the excellent qualities of her 
mind. And who are you telling all this to? 
cried Maſch-Moud. Do you think you know her 
better than I, who am her brother-in-law, as 
well as her e ? It is not above ſix 
months ſince I eſpouſed her filter, who lives in 
the houſe with her, and is no way inferior to 
her in beauty; her name is Darajan, and as I 
am confident, 1 poſſeſs entirely the heart of 
that admirable woman, who gives me hourly 
new marks of her tenderneſs, Factually eſteem 
my ſelf one of the happieſt men upon earth.“ 
1 was almoſt out of my wits with joy, at 
hearing this. Is it true then, ſaid I, my dear, 
dear friend, that this lovely widow is as beau- 
tiful as ſhe is reported to he ? Ves, yes, an- 
ſwered Maſch-Moud,. it is certainly ſo, nothing, 
can be more exquilitely perfect, than that ad- 
mirable woman, and what is. ſtill more ſingu- 
lar, tho' ſhe is called a widow, ſhe is in truth 
a virgin; her huſband, who, lived but three 
months after their marriage, never conſummated 
it, on account of a certain diſeaſe ſhe had, 
which, tho' I have employed all my {kill. to. 
cure, is for all that too ſtubborn to be con- 
quered, altho' I called into my aid, the eldeſt. 
and moſt famous doors in this city, and which 
continues ſtill inveterate,” 8 * 
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And what ſtrange diſeaſe my friend, faid I, 
might it be? It was, anſwered he, a moſt 
malignant ulcer in the right arm? An ulcer! 
(cried I tranſported: with joy) I am poſitive I 
can cure it perfectly; but then I muſt ſee the 
patient. You muſt be a dexterous fellow in- 
deed,” replied Maſch-Moud, if you can effect 
ſuch a cure. Certain am I, that if Mebemed- 
Ben-Kekeira, [i. e. that famous oriental phy- 
ſician we call Razi, ] were now in the world, 
he would not venture to attempt it, of ſo 
fixed and radical a kind is this peſtiferous 
boil, tho' he was the greateſt man of his fa- 
culty, and penetrated all the ſecrets of na- 
ture; yet, as he had a ſtrong regard for his 
reputation, he would not have ſo roundly un- 
dertaken, even a far leſs difficult thing than 
this. Prithee, ſaid I, never ſtand making the 
compariſon between ſo eminent a phyſician, 
and a man who knows nothing of the matter. 
1 pretend not even to the elements of that 
ſcience, yet will I undertake to effect this cure, 
and not be worſe than my word. But I do 
not pretend to do this without expecting a gra- 
tuity; look ye, I am paſſionately in love with 
her, and if I cure her, 1 ſhall inſiſt on her 
marrying me. O! cried my friend, as to that 
laſt article I cannot anſwer; the fine widow 
has, I aſſure you, à moſt riveted averſion for 
marriage. I am not to be told that, added I, 
my mother has told me as much, but I am 
not at all ſurprized; her hufband was old, lame 
and ugly, qualities not at all agreeable with 
her youth and beauty; but trouble not your- 
ſelf on that head, I 4 re mall "ſucceed, 
well enough; perhaps there was a little arti- 
ce uſed” about that ulcer, on purpbſe to pre- 
vent her being given up to the embraces. of 
an iapetent ef man, for whom N 
| . | 8 
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ſhe had a natural repugnance: Whereas I 
have youth; nature has not uſed me amiſs 
in my perſon, and, you know, we ſoldiers have 
a knack of making love in a way ſeldom diſ- 
agreeable to the fair-ones. With theſe advan- 
tages, I flatter myſelf that Margeon will not 
have rigour enough to reje@ me and my medi- 
cine, of which the effects are indubitable. But 
that I may convince you I am no quack, nor 
make you expect more than I can do, give me 


leave to tell you a ſtory. 
eee eee 
EVENING XIII. 


The His ron of * the Kletitiiebs of 
- Karife and Margeon. 


Continued.) 
A N officer of my acquaintance, who has | 


a little houſe a few leagues from hence, 
was a great lover of hunting, and had three 
dogs admirably well managed. I was laſt year, 
for ſeveral months, at his habitation ; but when 
I firſt came down, he was very much chagrined. 
at a misfortune which had befallen one of his 
favourite animals. The poor dog, had an un- 
toward. ſalc humour about him, which became 
ſa.  corrofive, , that it had nearly turned his 
whole body inſo an ulcer, the moſt nauſeous 
and virulent which could be imagined. His 


maſter did all in his power to get che crea- 
| ture | 
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ture relieved, but in vain, the diſtemper was 
incurable, and the dog ſeemed on his laſt legs. 
Touched with the -moſt ſincere pity for the 
miſerable-. animal, I took him out with me 
one day to walk in the fields; for, ſaid L 
to myſelf, nature having been remarkably kind 
to beaſts in the qualities ſhe inveſts them with, 
it may be, the poor dog will. himſelf find out 
ſomewhat which may do him good. The crea- 
ture ſeemed cheerful while in the fields, but 
did not, as I expected, look about for, or bite 
at any herb; at laſt, ſpying a naturab baſon in 
a rock, full of fine cool ſpring water, I be- 
thought myſelf of carrying him to drink at it, 
as the dog ſeemed a little hot and tired. As foon 
as we reached the place, the dog entered the 
baſon, and drank: very heartily, after which, 
continuing as in a bath up to the neck for 
about an hour, he came out very much refreſh- 
ed. I was by no means amazed at this, as L 
knew, that the hot acrid hlood muſt, render 
ſuch a. waſhing agreeable ; but I was ſoon con- 
vinced there was more in it by the ſkigpings 
and carefſes of the dog, which plainly = | 
ed he was very much invigorated by this prac- 
tice, The next day my dumb patient. con- 
founded me, when taking hold of my cloaths, 
he made various motions to indicate he want» 
ed to go to the water. I conſented,. he went 
in again, and having repeated this every day 
for t three weeks, the creature. grew well, 
ſound and ſtrong: as ever he had been, to the 
no ſmall ſatis faction of his maſter. You have 
now, in a few: words, my dear Maſch-Moud, 
heard my method. I am very well ſatisfied, 
. that the water. of this ſpring, without other 
help, will complete this cure, When it is 
done, I promiſe to ſhew it, and J aſſure you it 
wall be for your advantage; all I expe& of 

| you, 
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you, is that you will cry up me, and my medi- 
cine, to this lovely widow, then introduce me, 
and leave me to do the reſt. 

Whatever faith Maſch Moud had in my ſo 
much commended water, or whatever credit he 
gave to my relation, he reſolved to put the 
thing to a fair trial. He commended me in a 
high ſtrain to his fiſter-in-law, and at laſt intro- 
duced me, as the only perſon from whom ſhe 
could expect relief, | 

. Notwithſtanding Margeon had ſuffered very 
ſeverely from her illneſs, and that it had par- 
ticularly affected her complexion, yet I was. 
quite amazed at her beauty, having never be- 
held any lady ſo perfect. I proceeded however 
to buſineſs; I examined her arm, which was 
in a deplorable condition; I reaſoned a little 
on the nature of her diſtemper, and promiſed 
to do my beſt; I gave her 1 of a ſpeedy 
cure, which I began by ſome gentle purges, 
which ſtirred the humours. I next put her into 
my intended courſe of drinking the waters, 
which I conveyed to her every . Wn going for 
them in the night to the fountain. In a very 
ſhort time, Margeon found ſo much alteration 
in herſelf, that ſhe could not help teſtifying the 
greateſt ſatisfaction. It will not be long, ſaid I 
at the next viſit, fair lady, before you are per- 
fectly recovered, and when once you are reſtor- 
ed to health, I make no queſtion, but you will 


very ſoon change your ſtate of life; that in 


which you now live, cannot but be uneaſy to 
you, and you can never think of paſling the 
bloom of life ſingle: Deign then, charmer, to 
accept the tender of a moſt ſincere keaft, ſee in 
your phyſician, a lover the moſt paſſionate, 
and one who will always eſteem it the higheſt 
felicity of his life, to promote your welfare. 
5 Margeon 
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Margeon was ſo much ſtruck at this unex- 
pected diſcourſe, that for ſome moments ſhe re- 
mained lent, but then ſhe put on an air, fo 
haughty and full of anger, that I could not help 
trembling like a criminal condemned to death. 
Penetrated to the very ſoul with grief at the 
© fight, I threw myſelf at her ſeet. Madam, 


cried J, before you expreſs anger toward your 
unhappy ſlave, I beſeech your patient attention. 


I am no phyſician, tho' I am fo lucky as to 
poſſeſs the ſecret of reſtoring you to perfe& 
health. You ſee at your feet, adorable fair- 
one, a cavalier, who has, in ſome meaſure, 
gained applauſe in the wars. Nay, I have the 
advantage farther, to be the ſon of your inti- 
mate acquaintance, ſince I am the child of your 


neighbour Serag ; taught by her report, I have 


long admired your perfections, and been your 
lover for many months, tho” it is ſo lately that 


I have had the happineſs to ſee you; and how- 


ever rigorous you may be in your decrees 
againſt me, I ſwear by the head of our illuſtri- 
ous Sultan, that Lwill never ceaſe to be your 


lover, and to adore you with a 2 the moſt 
0 


humble and ſincere. I will uſe my utmoſt ef- 


forts to conquer your averſion, and root out - 


the diſlike you have taken to all our ſex; and 
conſidering the gentleneſs of Margeon's amiable 
nature, I am fatisfied that you will not be fo 
_ cruel as to doom to death a man who lives only 
to admire your perfections. | i 
While I pronounced theſe laſt, words, I let 


fall a ſhower of tears, which tenderly affected 


the ſoul' of Margeon, * Sir, at length ſaid ſhe 
with a little emotion, the ſervice you have done 
me, demands ſome excuſe for this preſumption, 
eſpecially as you approached me in diſguiſe; 
but ſince you have taken the advantage of my 
recovery, it is evident that your propoſal is 

| mer- 
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mercenary; otherwiſe you would have delayed 
it, until my recovery was accompliſhed, and 
then you need not have doubted that I would 
have refuſed you my hand. If theſe, ſir, are 
your pretenſions, and you fancy that by them, 
I muſt be introduced into a new ſtate, you are 
moſt certainly miſtaken. No, I would chuſe 
rather the deplorable condition in which you 
found me, than ſubmit in hopes of a cure; this 
1s the true fituation of my heart. I will in- 
form you farther, that 'till this time I never 
loved, no not my huſband that is deceaſed, if 
J may ſay, that a man was my huſband, who 
never had any more converſation with me, than 
you have. I muſt tell you moreover, that I ſee 
nothing in you hitherto, to which I have any 
diſlike, that Gargeon is not ungrateful, that ſhe 
has à juſt ſenſe of the ſervices you have done 
her, and that in caſe you contin hem, tis 
not impoſſible but that obdurate 5 hf t has 
been, it may be ſoftned.“ 8 

I éwas ſo aſtoniſhed at the anſwer of Mar- 
geon, and at her manner of thinking, that for 
ſome time I ſtood motionleſs, unable to move; 
at laſt, 1 myſelf as well as T was 


able, I made a ſhift to anſwer in the following 


terms. Tis extremely well, madam, what 
you demand will aſſuredly convince you of the 
abſolute difintereſtedneſs of my paſhon. You 
require that I ſhould free you abſolutely from 
a diſeaſe declared incurable, by the very beſt 
phyſicians in Aden, and that I ſhould do it 
without expecting any thing in return to the 
paſſion I have diſcloſed; *tis enough I ſubmit 
to the terms you preſcribe, and I hope all my 
care and aſſiduities will ſo far prevail, as to 
deſtroy that rigorous diſpolition, you have hi- 
therto preſerved,” Yoy do well, fir, NS 
abs * n . FG W Ee 
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the lovely widow, but remember I promiſe no- 
thing, nor will it be your beſt way to claim any. 
thing upon the cure. : 

I continued to make her drink the water 
every day, and not only ſo, but alſo bathed in 
it, and the lady, by theſe applications, every 
hour grew ſtronger; her colour returned; her 
conſtitution mended; the ulcer diſappeared to- 
tally by degrees, and when her health was 
eſtabliſhed, I ſuffered Maſch-Moud to take to 
himſelf all the honour of ſo extraordinary a 
cure, which was of infinite ſervice to him in his 
profeſſion. - 2 13 

The joy which Margeon diſcovered in her 
looks, on a reſtoration to her wonted eaſe, after 
ſuffering for three years the ſharpeſt pains in the 
world, gave her eyes, the fineſt in the univerſe, 
a yet more piercing luſtre, inſomuch, that I 
could not pay my vilit to her, without feeling | 
a more vehement fondneſs for her. Some time 
I remained ſilent under my uneaſineſs: At laſt, 
% Madam, ſaid I to her, one day, as you have 
now no longer need of my attendance, I ſhould 
eſteem it the utmoſt. happineſs of my life, nay, 
the full reward of my ſervice, if my viſits are 
not troubleſome, tho' as frequent as before.“ 
*Tis with .repugnance, anſwered that amiable 
perſon, I refuſe you any thing, to whom I am 
very ſenſible I owe the greateſt obligation; but 
be ſo prudent as to forbear them. Hitherto you 
have come with my brother-in-law as a phyſi» 
cian, but now, when it is publickly known I 
am cured, that reaſon ceaſes. My ſlaves would 
ſuſpect ſomewhat if they ſaw you as often as 
uſual, conſider that, ſir.— Happy ſlaves, cried 1, 
they are always bleſſed with your preſence, 
while I am going into baniſhment, how happy 
are they? How wretched I?—— Happineſs is 

quite on yqur fide, fir, ſaid Margeon, and I am 
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not ſo great a fool, as to believe you would 
change you condition with them. Come, come, 
fir, I ſhall one day ſee. Hold, madam, cried 
I, interrupting her, what would you ungrate- 
fully ſay to the prejudice of me and my paſ- 
ſion? Can you doubt the ſincerity of what I 
tell you? Try me, prove me, there is nothing 
FE would refuſe to gain your favour, Ah! is it 
really fo, let me ſee then, You ſhall go thro? 
two long and rough trials, and if you perſevere, 
J declare I will become your wife. Name 
them, name them, madam, added I, nothing 
can be 00 hard for me to undertake, or to per- 
form. That is, returned ſhe, the language of 
every lover; but how much, friend, are their 
tones altered when they become huſbands? are 
you not ſenſible of that; there is the point, fir, 
there is the point. How quickly do they be- 
come tyrants, how ſoon do they treat us as 
flaves, and, not content to break thro' all the 
vows they make of eternal love, and never-fad- 
ing conftancy ; how very eaſily do they renew 
their perjuries to the next new face, and in- 
- Read of indulging, treat us with the ſeverity of 

a haughty jailor. | 

Look ye, fir, theſe are the accounts which 
I have had from all the fine women in Aden, 
and it is from their united complaint I have 
conceived ſo univerſal a contempt, from my 
very heart, towards mankind. All who know 
them, ſpeak thus of men, and therefore 1 look 
upon them with reaſon, as really guilty, and 1 
am apprehenſive of falling under the ſame ca- 
lamity. Beſides, I am of a ſoul ſuperior to my 
ſex, and miſtreſs, as I am, of my fortune, ſhould 
I plunge myſelf into ſorrows, it would be in- 
talerable folly. I am'then, beyond perſuaſion, 
determined never to eſpouſe a man whom I do 
not thoroughly know, in order te which, I 
* ä = reſolve 
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reſolve to put. him to ſuch trials as would 
make you ſtart to hear. Ah, madam ! cried I, 
how much do you deceive yourſelf, explain 
thoſe conditions on which you may be obtain- 
ed, and here I ſolemnly ſwear, I will undertake 
them, if they are but within a mortal's power 
to fulfil, Tis very well, replied Margeon, if 
you inſiſt on it, fir, I will explain what I have 
been juſt now ſaying, and quench your flame at 
once: But let me inform you of one thing be- 
fore I (peak. If you ſhould fancy my propo- 
ſitions irrational and ridiculous, pretend not to 
argue againſt them, but reject them, or ſubmit 
to the condition of ſeeing me no more; there 
is yet time to avoid your having this alterna- 
tive. — Preſs me no farther, — Alas! my 
charmer, anſwered I, how do you deceive me, 
juſt now you promiſed to acquaint me with my 
taſk, and when my expeCtation was raiſed, and 
I in hopes of convincing you that my heart is 
not like other men's, you put me off again. 
Since you will know them, returned Margeon, 
I will ſtate to you my terms: In the firſt place, 
then, I inſiſt upon your becoming my ſlave, and 
that in the ſtricteſt manner, that you are ſold to 
me by a ſlave-merchant, that he receive the 
money, that you ceaſe from that moment being 
free, and that I may even re-ſell you if I think 
fit. Nor are you to amuſe yourſelf with hopes 
that I ſhall ſhew you particular favour, and em- 
ploy you in the inner apartments, near my per- 
fon, No, you ſhall act only as a common male 
flave, and on pain of your life, ſhall not diſ- 
cover yourſelf to my female attendants, nor, if 
any opportuuity offers, ſhall you preſume to 
mention your love. This courſe of flavery ſhall 
endure. a year; but in that ſpace, I promiſe I 
will employ you only in the houſe, and never 
ſend you into the city þ yet muſt you deſcend 
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to the loweſt humility, nor offer to murmur at 
my commands, let them be what they will. 
You hear what is my firſt demands; are you 
not ready to reje& it? No, madam, returned 1 
briſkly, I accept, without the leaſt fear, the 
condition you have offered, and am extremely 
Pleaſed you have offered me ſuch a means of 
3 how conſtant, as well as paſſionate, 
that affection is, with which my boſom glows 
for the incomparable Margeon. 
Margeon heard my anſwer with ſurpriſe, the 
readineſs with which I made it having touched 
| Her: However, ſhe thus continued her dil-. 
*courfe. You have yet heard but one article of 
my agreement, Let me then, cried I, hear the 
other. Hear then, ſaid ſhe; the year expired, I 
will reftore you to your liberty, but from that 
moment you are free, I expect that you ſhould 
loſe you tongue, and become a voluntary mute. 
Look you, this will prove a more difficult buft- 
neſs than the other, for you ſhall not be per- 
mitted to fpeak a ſyllable to any body, nay, 
not even to me, tho' J enquire things of you, 
command you to do things, and afford you 
other occaſions of diſcourfe; my injunction is 
general for all that, and what you muſt not 
break through. I muſt farther enjoin you, 
neither by geſture, nor writing, to hint to any 
perſon the cauſe of your obſtinate ſilence. Take 
Juſt heed to what I am ſaying. I will certainly 
do every thing I can deviſe ro make you break 
through the rule I have given, and if they ſuc- 
ceed, from the moment you open your lips, 
Jook on all your ſubmiſſions, all your pains, as 
— annihilated, and all your hopes de- 


The I confeſs, replied I, your ſecond com- 
mand is much harder than the firſt, yet I aſſure 
you, madam, it ſhall be punctually obſerved by 


me, 


MOGUL TALES 29 
me, With all the precaution the heavy penalty 
you have annexed to it requires, and the. hope 
X have; that after ſuch a mark of obedience, 
you will be ſatisfied, and repay my tenderneſs* 
for you as it deſerves. But, fair one, give me 
leave to aſk you what do you imagine Maſch- 
Moud will think of my filence, when he comes 
to viſit you, can you fancy that he will not 
tell you immediately, it is I who am in your 
houſe, under the habit of a ſlave? Will not 
being mute in his preſence, be the way to pro- 
voke him to ſpread this ſtory through all the 
city, Which may in a terrible manner affect your 
character, which is to me infinitely dearer than 
my life, I am highly obliged to you, ſaid the 
charming widow, for putting me in mind of 
that; but come, you ſhall wiite him a letter, 
in which you ſhall give an account, where the 
fountain is, with the waters of which you cur- 
ed me; I will undertake to communicate to him 
your letter, and I will engage him to vtilence, 
by threatening, on the leaſt indiſcretion on his 
park to make you publiſh to the world a ſecret, 

y which otherwiſe he muſt make a vaſt for- 
tune, | if 

I wrote inſtantly a ſhort note to the phyti- 
clan, ſignifying exactly where the fountain was 


to be found, and having. folded it, put it into 
the hands of Margeon, aſſuting her in the moſt 


ſolemn manner, that I would as readily enter on 
the execution of the taſk ſhe had impoſed; in 
fine, that I was perfectly willing to reſign my- 
ſelf up to be diſpoſed of as ſhe pleaſed. 

The ſurprize my widow was in, is not to be 
expreſſed, when ſhe ſaw me ſo eager. Is it 
poſlible, cried ſhe, is it poſſible, that you will 
undertake what I inſiſt on? Come, before you 
relolve on it, I give you eight days to conlider; 
then I ſhall expect your determination; but 
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weigh well what you are about, my humours 
will be intolerable; two whole years are to be 
run thro', and a ſingle moment may raviſh from 
you all the merit of many months obſervance. 
My reſolution is fixed, madam, cried I, beyond 
the power of alteration, my love is ſuperior to 
all thoſe obſtacles; I will convince you of it 
to-morrow, I will enter on my ſervitude. Do 
you as you ſay then added Margeon, nor doubt, 
if you continue to oblige me, aud to praftiſe all 
the ſubmiſſion I require, that I will perform my 
part of the covenant, nor ſhall I fear eſpouſing 
a man who has perſevered, thro' a train of irk- 
ſome devoirs, with inſuperable patience. 


G ce G. G EC RTE LIT 
EVENING XLIII. 


The HisTory of the Adventures of 
Katife and Margeon. 


(Continued.) 
1 Left Margeon with a heart full of joy, after 


having embraced her knees, and ran home, 
when I ſhut myſelf up, to confider what me- 
| thod would be the moſt proper to carry on my 
deſign. The next morning I went to a ſlave- 
merchant, an acquaintanee, and told him my 
intentions, Ah! dear fir, cried he, conſider 
What you aſk ? Should the Sultan know that I 
ſold a free man, to what a miſchief do I ſtand 
expoled, But, good ſir, reflect a little to what 
| you 
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you expoſe yourſelf to, by ſuffering your love 
to carry you into a miſerable condition, putting 
yourſelf into the hands of a woman who may 
for ever deny you liberty ; nay, ſell you to 
another maſter, who may immediately carry you 
out of the kingdom, No, no, friend, on this 
occaſion I muſt decline this buſineſs. | 
In vain did the merchant reaſon with me on 
this head; I conſtrained him to take an ac- 
knowledgment, that it was at my own requeſt 
he ſold me, and that it was not by his means 
I was expoſed to any misfortune. I only requir- 
ed of him, that on no account he ſhould di- 
vulge this ſtory, or my reaſon for doing what 
I did. Nay, I threatened his life, in caſe my 
widow's character ſuffered, Things thus adjuſt- 
ed, I cauſed my beard to be ſhaved, and put 
myſelf into a dreſs ſuitable to my new employ. 
My merchant went next day to Margeon, and 
told her, that hearing ſhe wanted a ſlave, he 
had brought her one, to whom, he hoped, ſhe 
could find no objection. | | I 
My. charming widow imagined that reflec- 
tion would not fail to make me lay aſide my 
project, and was quite ſurprized when the mer- 
chant made this propoſal. However, ſhe de- 
fired he would produce the ſlave he ſpoke 
of, The merchant returned in a. ſhort time, 
and he ſold me to Margeon for fiſty pieces 
of gold, and. when he had received the money, 
he left me to enter upon that ſlavery which I 
had ſo earneſtly defired, and which I conceiy- 
ed could not but be very pleaſant, becauſe I 
flattered myſelf that I ſhould ſtill be in the 
reſence of my lovely miſtreſs; but all my 
3 were overturned, in the manner I ſhall 
now explain. | 
i had no ſooner entered the doors, but Mar- 
geon began to look upon me with a ſevere eye, 


Mani, 


32 r 
Mani, ſaid ſhe, for that was the name which 
the ſlave-merchant had given me, I believe I 
have made a good purchaſe in buying you, 
I doubt not but you will ſerve me faithfully ; 
o to my houſe in the country, take this letter 
Fe my ſteward ; I have given him to under- 
ſtand that he ſhould appoint yon inſpeRor 
over the workmen in the gardens; go, it will 
not be long before I go thither, and then I 
ſhall ſee how you have diſcharged that em- 
ployment. How much ſoever I was afflicted 
with the ſeverity of this command, yet re- 
ſolving to fulfil what 1 had undertaken, I kiſſed _ 
the hem of her garment, and received the let- 
ter, tho' as I retired, I could not help ſhed- 
ding tears, which ſhe plainly ſaw, and then, 
without -making any remonſtrances, I ſet out 
for the place to which I was deſtined, I had all 
my life Sk fond of gardening, and no ſooner 
was I ſettled in my poſt, than reſolving to 
oblige Margeon as much as I was able, F made 
the ſlaves under my direction, labour inceſſant. 
ly en the plans I had formed, and this 1 con- 
tinued with ſo much ſucceſs, that in a fort- 
night's time, I put the garden into quite another 
form, and improved it ſo much, that I had 

reat reaſon to expect my miſtreſs would ex- 
preſs the higheſt ſatisfaction whenever ſhe came 
to take a view of it; but much was I ſur- 
prized, when ſhe diſapproved of all I had 
done, and blamed every alteration I had made, 
on the worſt pretences in the world; ſhe com- 
manded me to alter the whole ſcheme of my 
work; and tho' I was ſenſibly touched with 
this apparent giddineſs of her temper, yet I 
took all imaginable care to prevent her ob- 
ſerving it. If I could divine, Madam, ſaid J, 
what your taſte is in gardening, -I would me | 

| | "ET al 
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fail to aecommedate every thing thereto: It 
may be ſo, anſwered ſhe coldly; try what you 
can do; I have no particular orders for you, 
but I ſhall return in ten days, and hope, by 
that time, your efforts to pleaſe me, will have 

produced ſomething worthy my regard. 
Margeon, turning her back the very moment 
ſhe had ſaid this, I fell into a fit of chagrin, 
but, by degrees, recovering myſelf, I reaſoned 
thus in my mind : This cannot be, ſaid I, the 
caprice of this woman's temper, it muſt be on- 
ly one of her attempts to prove me, and to ex- 
erciſe my patience ; ſhe cannot but have ſenſe 
enough to perceive that things are quite in ano · 
ther condition ſince I became her gardener:; 
however, comply I muſt, With theſe thoughts 
I changed my whole undertaking, and put my 
parterre into quite another model, and in one 
of the quarters I contrived to ſhow, in flow- 
ers, the cypher of my miſtreſs's name, and 
adorned it with a border of bleeding hearts. 
But all this had not the good luck to pleaſe 
her; ſo that, after having made me deſtroy, 
and begin again five or fix times, without any 
reaſon, ſhe at laſt told me, that ſhe ſaw I had 
no manner of genius for gardening, that there- 
fore ſhe would ſend me back to Aden, and put 
me upon ſome other employments, for which 
I was more capable. Rowever uneaſily I had 
borne the extravagant whimſies of this tyran- 
nic fair-one, it was. not without a fincere joy 
I received this laſt command, to free me from 
ſuch a diſagreeable place, where I had enjoyed 
the pleaſure of ſeeing my miftreſs but occaſio- 
nally, I returned to the city, but found all my 
hopes of a milder ſervitude, were as deluſive 
.as they had formerly been. I was put to the 
meaneſt drudgery, and had not the ſlender ſa- 
| tisfaction 
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tisfaction of beholding my beloved Margeon 
above once a fortnight, and then, ſhe did not 
fail to treat me in the moſt diſagreeable manner 
imaginable. It is impoſſible to expreſs the in- 
tolerable anxiety I endured during the courſe 
of ſo diſagreeable a life; ſometimes it drove me 
into deſpair, and at other times I comforted my- 
ſelf with hopes; and thus, in a continual 
fluctuation of uneaſy thoughts, I drudged ona 
year; at length it expired, without affording me 
one moment's eaſe, or ſo much as one kind 
or gentle look from Margeon, My time being 
accompliſhed, ſhe ſent for me to her cabinet, 
whither I went with the utmoſt fluctuation of 
| ſpirits, | 
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The Hr1sToRy of the Adventures of 
. Katife and Marg eon. 


(Continued.) 


FOU are free, Mani, ſaid my lovely widow, 
whom I found alone upon her ſofa, you 

are free from this moment : There is a writing 
by which I make over all my right in you 
to yourſelf; I muſt acknowledge I did not - 
Prehend, that you would have made ſuch a ſa- 
crifice of your inclinations to my will, and ſo 
dlindly have obeyed all the caprices of a wo- 


man bent to teize you; your ſteady ſubmiſſion 
| through 
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through a whole year of calamities, has, I ac- 
knowledge, made me eſteem you. But I muſh 
tell you, at the ſame time, that there is with 
me, a great difference between eſteem and love, 
you have yet another year of ſuffering to go 
thro' and I am extremely miſtaken, if it do 
not prove more uneaſy to you than that which 
you have paſſed; you know that on quitting 
the habit of a flave you are to become a mute; 
and you know too, in that condition, you are 
neither by writing, nor-any other means, to let 
ſo much as a fingle perſon know the cauſe 
of your becoming dumb, or to diſcover that I 
am the object of your wiſhes; you are like- 
wiſe to remember, that I ſhall negle& no me- 
thod which may contribute to making you 
break my injunQions, every art I am miſtreſs 


of, - ſhall be exerted to this end; and if I pre- 


vail ſo far as to make you drop a ſingle word, 
you are from that moment to abandon all 
hope of becoming my huſband, nor are you 
to flatter yourſelf, that tears, prayers or in- 
treaties, will repair that“fault, or incline me 
to hear of your addreſles again ; nor are you 
to fancy, that being out of my fight your ac- 
tions will be hid from me; no, I will take 
care to have an exact detail of your conduQ; 
nor ſhall the ſlighteſt thing you do remain 
untold to me; I will take care to have you 
continually ſurrounded with ſpies retained in 
my ſervice, who ſhall bring me an account, 
conſtantly and continually, of your behaviour ; 
but in caſe you get through all this, I promiſe 
you, that this day twelvemonth, I will make 
you maſter of my perſon, but until that time, I 
muſt injoin you neither to write to me, nor ſo 
much as appear in my preſence; and this for 
reaſons, which I ſhall take another opportunity 
to communicate, 


I heard 
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I heard with extreme attention, all that Mar- 
geon had to ſay, and as I had not liberty to 
make her a reply, I contented . myſelf with 
Ggnifying to her by ſigns, that I ſubmitted wil- 
lingly to all ſhe ſaid to me. I then threw my- 
ſelf at her feet, and embraced her knees, with 
the utmoſt ardour ; ſhe raiſed me from that poſ- 
ture with a moſt obliging air, and then, ap- 
proaching me briſkly, ſhe gave me a kiſs, 
which tranſported me with ſo lively a joy, that 
the flutter of my ſpirits had well nigh over- 
come my reaſon, and I was upon the very point. | 
of breaking through the commandment I had 
received. I opened my mouth, my tongue was 
ready to utter, when happily I reflected, and 
ſuffered only ſome inarticulate ſounds to eſcape, 
imitating ſo well the noiſe of a mute, that it 
was impoſlible for Margeon to avoid laughing. 
Go, ſaid ſhe, my dear Mani, you have begun 
very well, and I perceive that to a diſpoſition 
like your's, even my harſh commands are not 
impracticable. I would not adviſe any of my 
lex, to expoſe themſelves. on the terms that I 
have done, as I am afraid in ſpite of all my ſkill, 
it will be to no purpoſe, to combat ſo warm a 
paſſion as your's, and after the experience I 
have had of your conſtancy, during the year 
of your ſervitude, I both fear and wiſh, your 
obtaining the victory, which muſt determine 
your ſufferings, LOUIE MATENG 
Margeon, as ſhe pronounced theſe words, of- 
fered me a hand, which in whiteneſs excelled 
the pureſt alabaſter. I readily perceived that 
this was a tacit permiſſion for me to kiſs it; I 
neglected not ſo pleaſing an opportunity, but 
preſſing it with my lips with the moſt extiaor- 
dinary tranſport, I continued for ſome. moments 
abſolutely incapable of thought, ſo much were 
my ſpirits overcome with bliſs, F350. 
5 | | Adieu 
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Adieu, my dear Mani, ſaid ſhe, it is the laſt 
time I ſhall call you by that name. I doubt not 
but you will put it in my power to reward you. 
fully for all the agreeable ſervices, which you 
rendered me, while you bore it ; go, preſerve 
for me all that eſteem which hitherto you have 
ſhewn, and doubt not but I ſhall find means 
of letting you hear from me, only be upon your 
guard, and let not any of my artifices induce 
ou to break my command, | 
I left Margeon full of the moſt ſprightly joy 
that man was ever poſſeſſed with; this lovely 
widow, ſaid I within myſelf, has undoubtedly 


a moſt ſincere paſſion for me. I ſhall from 
this moment lay aſide all fear, and believe that 


there is not in all the world a man happier 
than myſelf. It is true, the time of my ſlavery 
was ſpent very uneaſfily, but thanks be to Ma- 
| homet, 'thoſe tedious hours are paſt, and the 


moſt happy moments are ſucceeded in their 


room; neither ought I to be diſpleaſed with 
thoſe fierce and haughty humours ſhe put on, 
during that troubleſome year, ſince they fell 
ſhort of that tyrannical diſpoſition, which moſt 
men ſhew towards their wives, Certainly, it 
was an admirable way which ſhe projected for 
diſcovering my fincerity, and which has afforded 
me the 1 giving her the moſt ſig- 
nal proofs of my fidelity and love; far from 
blaming Margeon for her cruelty, 1 applaud her 
prudence ; happy I, whom ſhe has Rolin to 
be the object of theſe trials, let me not fail of 
purſuing my good fortune! and by my ſteady 
adherence to that mute condition, wherein, by 
her commands, I am to continue for another 
year, let me provide for her being in a capacity 
to reward me, both for my laſt year's obedience, 
and for this; and as J am ſenſible it will gain 


her affection, ſo I know it will add to the 


fondneſs I have for her unrivalled merit. 
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En 
VL of theſe reflections, I went imme- 

diately to the ſlave merchant, who had 
ſold me to Margeon ; I ſhewed him the writing 
by-which ſhe reſtored me to liberty, and having 
made ſigns to him to equip me with a habit 
ſuitable to my preſent condition, he was pleaſ- 


- ed at reading the writing, but diſcovered an ex- 


traordinary concern, when he perceived 1 could 


not anſwer his queſtions. As he had the cloaths 


by him, which I laid aſide when he carried me 


to the widow, he brought them out: Here, 
fir, ſaid he, are the robes which you left with 


me, and which J have kept as carefully as the 
ſecret of your flavery ; but, for Heaven's ſake 
tell me, how came this unhappy accident of 
your being dumb? Not being in a condition 


to make him an anſwer, I ſignified as much to 
him by ſigns, and having put on my cloaths, I 1 


went to my own houſe, 


- : - . 


As it was a whole year ſince my mother had 


either ſeen or heard the leaſt news of me, ſhe 
was plunged into the molt deep deſpair; ſome- 
times the fancied I had been killed by ſome ri- 
val, at other times, ſhe thought ſome jealous 

e | he huſband 
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huſband had diſpatched-. me into the other 
world, Hence you may imagine with how 
much joy ſhe received me, for as my preſenee 
put an end to all apprehenſions of this kind, 
ſhe fell upon my neck, and wept over me with 
tendernefs the moſt fincere., Oh! cried ſhe, by 
what adventure, my dear ſon, have you been 
ſo long with-held from me? or what rea fon 
could have hindered yeu from writing to me all 
this time? How could you abandon me to fo 
much bitterneſs of ſorrow, and how could you 
expreſs ſo little affection towards a mother who 
loves you ſo much? While ſhe was e 
the good old woman bedewed me with tears. I 
received her careſſes with the utmoſt joy and 
ſatisfaction; but when ſhe perceived, after her 
firſt tranſports were over, that I anſwered her 
not a word, ſhe fell into new figns of grief; 
crying out, Oh! heavens, do you anſwer me 
not a word, has my fon loſt his tongue by ſome 
unlucky accident? I made ſigns to her, that 
ſhe would do mea favour, not to ſpeak any 
farther upon that ſubje&t, and when ſhe, not 
comprehending my meaning, called for pen and 
ink, ſuppoſing I would write, I fenified to her, 
that it was not in my power to communicate 
the cauſe of my dumbneſs; this increaſed, in- 
ſtead of leſſening her aſtoniſhment ; but at laſt, 
perceiving that there were no figns of ſadneſs 
in my face, ſhe became more reconeiled, The 
oddity of my behaviour made ſuch a noiſe, that 
all my relations, and even my ſlaves, came 
flocking about me, and aſked ſuch a multitude 
of embarraſſing queſtions, that if I had been in- 
clined to anſwer them, it would have greatly 
puzzled me; but I continued obſtinately deaf 
to all they ſaid, comporting myſelf exactly like 
a mute, ſtudying, however, to expreſs myſelf 
as intelligible as poſſible by figns and geſtures. 
0 | E 2 | They 
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They were no leſs ſurprized than my mother, 
and made ſuch a noiſe about it, that my ad- 
venture became the publick talk of the whole 
city of Aden, and as, upon ſuch occaſions, 
every body is fond of pronouncing his own 
judgment, and as many had very irregular fan- 
cies, I had the pleaſure of laughing at a thou- 
ſand ridiculous conjeRures on the cauſe of my 
filence; but as the wonder was not found out, 
enquiries about it did not ceaſe ſo ſoon as dil- 
courſes on ſuch ſubjeRts uſually do; but after 
theſe enquiries had laſted about a month, they 


came to the ear of the Sultan, who, as he had. 


ſome knowledge of me, ordered that I ſhould 
be brought before him, that he might come at 
the truth. 8 

1 muſt confeſs to you that I was extremely 
embarraſſed on this occaſion, nor could 1 well 
reſolve with myſelf what way to act. I con- 
ſidered that I had not the liberty of writing, 
and if I anſwered not the Monarch's demands, 
I might be in danger even of death, and I knew 
not what to do; at laſt, I determined reſolutel 
to perhſt in the ſame behaviour to him, as 
had already ſhewn to the other perſons. Ac- 
cordingly I was deaf to the prayers, the orders, 
and even the manaces of that Prince, ſeigning 
that I did not underſtand him. Happy ſor me, 
the Sultan did not conſtrue my obſtinacy into a 
crime, but endeavoured to influence me by 
rewards, to as little purpoſe as before; at laſt, 
weary of his fruitleſs labour, he made a ſign to 
me io retire, | ak 5 
As I did not doubt but this ſtory would reach 
the ears of Margeon, I flattered myſelf that ſhe 
would not fail of letting me know how well 
ſhe was pleaſed with my conduct. I was not 


| deceived in this opinion, for the very next day 


. 
- 


ſhe ſent me, by a favourite ſlave, an epiſtle, 


wherein 
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wherein ſhe congratulated me upon the ſteadi- 
neſs of my obedience, directing me to ſend back 
the letter by the woman who brought it; I 
obeyed her orders punRually, and as I put it 
into the woman's hand, I 'was amazed to ſee 
her change countenance, ard at laſt burſt” out 
into tears. It is not of a ſudden, ſaid ſhe, that 
am become deeply enamoured of you; it was 
impoſſible for me to look on the brave Katiſe 
while he wore the habit of Mani, without feel- 
ing the utmoſt tenderneſs. for him. My miſ- 
treſs, having taken me into her confidence, ac- 
quainted me with the ſecret hiſtory of your 
{lavery, and I from that hour felt the ſharpeſt 
concern for that aſſiduous diligence, with which 
I beheld you labour, to afford her ſatisfaction; 
with the ſame uneaſineſs of mind I ſaw the ill 
treatment ſhe gave you, and chagrined myſelf 
continually at thoſe new whims her capricious 
diſpoſition daily furniſhed her with to plague 
you; and theſe ſentiments had ſo long, and ſo 
violently affected my heart, that T was on the 
very point of diſcovering my paſlion, when ſhe 
reſtored you to liberty. With that portion of 
beauty which heaven has afforded me, I have 
not been without h pes of making ſome impreſ- 
ſion upon your Neber; but I am convinced, 
from the manner in which you receive me, that 
my hopes have been in vain; however, I ſhall 
never believe that your hEart' has been ſo ef- 
fectually chained to Margeon, but from certain 
eſſential reaſons, tho' you and ſhe may endea- 
vour to conceal them; tho' I do not ſpeak out, 
J can'gueſs as ſharply as another, nor ſhall I 
ever be perſuaded; that this ſtrange ſilence of 
your's is not grounded upon ſome very particu» 
lar reaſon which may poſſibly affect her honour; 
ſuch cavaliers as you ate very dangerous gueſts 
among women; this I know by experience, 
NT E 3 our 
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our ſex is frail, and if I could not defend my- 


ſelf againſt your charms, under the habit of a 
ſlave, I can never be brought to believe, your 
addrefies were altogether ineffectual as to my 
miſtreſs; for why ſhould I think that ſhe has 
more virtue than L eſpecially, when ſhe had 
ſuch frequent opportunities of ſeeing you alone, 
where-ever ſhe paſſed by night or by day ; but 
1 ſhall in other particulars be filent, 


EVENING XLVI. 


The Hisroxy of the Adventures of | 


Katife and Margeon. 
(Continued.) 

Was ſo much aſtoniſhed at this diſcourſe of | 

the ſlave, and the injurious ſuſpicions which | 

ſhe had intimated of Margeon, that J found I 6, 


had need of all my reaſon to moderate that 
tranſport of paſſion, with which I was imme- 
diately inflamed. But as ſoon as I reflected a 
little, I found cauſe to ſuſpect this to be one of 
my wiſtreſs's artifices, and therefore put on an 
air of pleaſantneſs, whereby 1 intimated to the 
wench that I comprehended her ſubtilty. She 
perfectly underſtood my meaning, No, fir, | 
.cried ſhe inſtantly, I aſſure you, I intend no 5 
ſuch thing as you imagine; I am ingenuous in 
what I ſay. I really, and moſt-fincerely love 
you. Long did I ſtruggle with my ** 
1 b | tne 
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the ſlave Mani, while I ſuppoſed him born, as 
ſlaves uſually are, of common parents, But 
when I knew you were a cavalier, worthy of 
my affections, I could not reftrain them. Min- 
grelia is my country, my father had the honour 
to enjoy a conſiderable poſt in the armies of 
the Sultan, our Monarch. He gave the name 
of Aboulaina to her, whom you hear ſo cold - 
ly ; but he was unfortunately ſlain when I was 
but eight years old, in combat with the King 
of Georgia, My poor mother, who loved him 
moſt tenderly, expired with grief on the news; 
and to add to the vaſt loſſes our unhappy fa- 
mily had ſuſtained; my two ſiſters and myſelf, 
were put into the band of five hundred flaves, 
the conquering enemy demanded as the condi» 
tion, without which they would not ſo much 
as hear of peace. As for my unfortunate ſiſ- 


ters, I know not what is become of them, they 


were but in their infancy, and incapable of 
apprehending their misfortunes; having attain- 
ed my tenth” year in ſervitude, I was delivered 
to a ſlave merchant, © Who brought me, with 
many of my unfortunate'companions, to Aden; 
where, luckily for me, I was purchaſed by 
Margeon, in whoſe ſervice I never felt a pain 
till _—_—— it impoſſible for me to touch your 
heart. Treated leſs like a ſlave than a friend, 
it was not long © befote I. diſcovered chat the 
lovely widow I ſerved, was a perſon endued 
with various amiable qualities, were they not 
tarniſhed: by an unaccountable giddineſs in her 
temper, which is really inſupportable. Speak- 
ing fincerely, J muſt inform you, that my miſ- 
treſs from whom 1. ſtudiouſly concealed my af- 
fection for Mani,” ſent me to tempt Katife to 
break his ſilence. In obedience to her I came, 
but tempt you now, not for her ſake, but my 
owns Speak then, ſpeak freely, and let me 
| know, 
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know, that the poſſeſſion of my heart is not a 
thing indifferent to you, Margeon has promiſ- 
ed me liberty, on condition 1 can induce you 
to break filence; do it then, and when free, I 


may juſtly pretend to your heart, provided vou 


diſdain not my perſon, You open not your 
mouth. Ah! how far do you carry your cru— 
elty without conſideration ! do you reflect, fir, 
that one word of mine deſtroys all your toils, 
I have nothing more to do, than inform Mar- 
geon of your having ſpoke to me, and your 
hopes were at an end; but dread nothing of 


this, I would not even purchaſe my repoſe by 


telling a. lie; tho' I have a ſtrong motive to 
venture on it in this caſe, for you are ſenſible 
by removing from you all poſſibility of gain- 
ing Margeon, I might have at leaſt ſome chance 
for obtaining you for myſelf. The ſenſe I have 
of your (conſtancy for my miſtreſs charms me, 
and enables me ta afford you an inſtance. of 


n int 


generoſity almoſt equal to your own,” 
Tho' the frankneſs which appeared in Abou- 
laina's ſpeech almoſt, cured me of ſuſpicions, yet 
I could not avoid ſome uneaſineſs ariſing from 
the conſideration of what ſhe ſaid. As ſhe 
might ruin me, it became abſolutely neceſſary 
for me not to quarrel with her, or even to let 
her go away, at all out of humour: From 
theſe. conſiderations, I endeavoured: by ſigus to 
make her  ſenſible,- that tho'; I was' moſt aftec- 
tionately attached to her miſtreſs, yet I was far 
from diſdaining her, and that tho' I could not 


_ anſwer her paſſion, yet J ſhould ever eſteem 
ber, and give viſible proofs of it, by procuring 


her quick diſmiſſion from her captivity. | 
|. She eaſily comprehended what I endeavoured 
to communicate, but inſtead of ſeeming at all 
ſatisfied, ſhe burſt into a flood of enen 
r OP TIES LOT 5 a ſud- 


7 #1 * + 
TS 


ff 


MOGUL TALES. 45 


a ſudden, ſtarting from me, with uncommon 
agility, “ You ſhall ſee, ſaid ſhe, cruel as you 
are, how 1 can avenge on myſelf, that flight 
which I have received from you., She then 
drew out a poniard, and with all her force at- 
tempted to plunge it in her breaſt, had not 1 
luckily ſeized her arm, and prevented the 
blow. So much was I ſtartled at this aQtion, 
that my mouth was opened to call up a flave- 
of my mother's, but happily I was ſo much 
maſter of myſelf, that I ſhut it again with- 
out pronouncing a werd, contenting myſelf, 
by the moſt flattering ſigns, to ſooth her tran- 
ſport of paſſion, till at laſt I perceived her 
ſpirits totally exhauſted, and that extrava-' 
ance ſhe had lately ſhown ſucceeded by a 
woon. Thus I became again embarraſſed, 
but remembering ſome cordlal waters were 
in my cloſet, I immediately applied them, 
when her robe flew open, and diſcovered a 
buſom Whiter than ſnow, and which required 
a conſtancy, ſettled as mine, to prevent the 
beholder's heart from being ſtruck with leye 


—_— 
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6 ·⁊.ꝛ Prophet, ſaid I, within myſelf, 
ſupport a true Muſſulman in the moſt 
ſevere conflict that ever mortal felt, aſſiſt thou 
his fidelity, that by thy aid he may prove vic- 
torious, in a caſe whereon depends the quiet 
and happineſs of his life] Having finiſhed this 
mental prayer, whether by the help of the 
Prophet or by the ſtrength of her own genius 
I know not, but Aboulaina recovered, and as 
ſhe came out of her fit, gave' me convincing 
ſigns, that the hurry of her paſſion was much 
abated. Ientreat your pardon, fir, ſaid ſhe, 
for what has paſt, and am very ſenſible of 
having diſhonoured my ſex by my behaviour ; 
J have made a ſevere trial of your probity, of 
which I cannot but retain due remembrance to 
the lateſt hour of my life; far, however, from 
injuring you with my miſtreſs, I will fly home 
to her with an exact recital of your virtues ; 
may you live happy with her, with her I ſay, 


who is worthy of all your love, notwithſtand- 
. ing the affected giddineſs of her diſpoſition ! for 
me T deſerve nothing of you but your pity. 


Adieu then, fir, and let me entreat you ſome- 
| 5 times 
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times to remember that there is an unfortunate 
woman in the world, of all whoſe ſorrows you 
are the involuntary cauſe. 16696 Ho OCW 

Aboulaina took up her veil and went away, 
notwithſtanding I endeavoured to retain her, 
that her diſorder might not 'be diſcovered by 
her miſtreſs, who, as I informed you, lived 
but a door off, ſo that it was impoſſible for the 
young woman to compoſe her leoks in going 
ſo little a diſtance. 

I muſt own, that after my lovely widow, the 
moſt amiable creature I ever beheld, was this 
beautiful Mingrelian ; nay, I muſt acknowledge, 
that if my heart had not been prepoſſeſſed in 
favour of the former, T ought, in juſtice, to 
have given her the proference: I diſtinguiſhed 
not this charming ſlave, while I lived in the 
houſe with her, becauſe I entered not the in- 
ner apartment, where Margeon and her female 
ſlaves were, about ſeven or eight times at the 
moſt, in which interviews my attention was ſo 
wholly taken up with the perfections of Marge- 
on, that all other objects were to me perfectly 
indifferent. 1 

It was ſomewhat more than a fortnight be- 
fore I heard any news either of my widow 
or Aboulaina, and I began, by that time, to 
feel a thouſand diſquietudes from their filence ; 
when one day I received a letter from Mar- 
geon, wherein ſhe commanded me not to Joſe 
a moment's time in coming to her. I readily 
-obeyed the ſummons, but judge of my amaze- 
ment, when on entering her apartment, I ſaw 
her drowned in tears, ſitting on the bed-fide of 
the handfome ſlave I mentioned. But O] how 
much was the fair-one changed; inſtead of that 
fire which glittered in her eyes, they now 
looked dim, and ſcarce performed their of- 
fice; the luſtre of her complexion was loſt in 

6 9 | a livid 
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2 livid paleneſs, and in a word, never did 
diſeaſe in ſo ſhort a ſpace, make ſuch a horrid 
waſte of beauty. . 1 . 
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8 ſoon as I entered the room, Margeon 
| turned her eyes on me, with unwonted 
flerceneſs, crying out at the ſame time: Come 
hither Katife, and ſurvey the ruin you have 
occaſioned: Behold this unhappy woman, of 
whoſe miſery you are the cauſe; contemplate 
the ſad condition ſhe is in, and reflect on the 
ſincerity of that paſſion which could produce 
ſuch effects. Know that this dying woman, 
wretched: as ſhe is, enjoys the higheſt degree 
of my favour, and is beloved by me with an 
inexpreſſible tenderneſs { there is nothing in 
the world I would not do to ſave her; now it 
is on you only that this depends, from you 
alone her recovery is to be demanded; Iam 
Fully ſenſible of all that has hitherto paſſed be- 
tween you, not a ſyllable ſaid by either of you 


has eſcaped my knowledge; and if, on the one 


hand, I am conſtrained to commend that ſteady 
fidelity, and unſhaken conſtancy, which you 
have ſhewn in rejecting the tendereſt inclina- 
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tions of ſo beautiful a creature; it is, on the 
other hand, entirely canceled, ty the extras 
ordinary cruelty, vifible in your conduct to- 


watds this diftrefled woman. How could a man 


ſuffer the charming Aboulaina to languiſh with- 
out 'pity, whoſe ſoul had the leaſt ſenſe of 
-compaſhon ? But it is time you ſhould repair 
the injuries you have committed. Know then, 
that I do this moment expect you not only to 
ſpeak. to that unfortunate fair-one, in terms 
which may prevent her | finking under def 
pair, but alſo that you eſpouſe her this in- 
une... 4207cs nk $4 $627! 2 106-44 e 


For my part, I was ſo much aftoniſhed as 
what Margeon ſaid, that I became unable to 


ſpeak or ſtir. Yau may fancy, Sir, ſaid the, 
perceiving that I made her no anſwer, that k 


ſay this merely to try your obedience, bat 1 


repeat it to you that 1 am in earneft,' and 1 
require you to execute What I mentioned to you 
on the ſpot, and wichout delay; ſuch as you 


ſee have been the ſtruggtes with pain, that 


this lucklefs girl has: endured ſince yqur laſt 
interview. I am thoroughly ſatisfied that no- 
thing but your hand in marriage can reſtore 
her; and therefore it is a facrifice to her peace, 
which I will have made; nor is the part I 
take leſs than your's. I love her to ſuck” a, dę- 
gree, that I am content to ſhare your hea 
with her. Mind therefore what I ſay, ſpeak to 
her, tell her you love her, and tell her in 
ſuch. a manner, as may perſuade her that it is 
true ; and that you may do it without ſcruple, 
I this very. moment revoke the command, I 
laid on you to be ſilent a year, and I infiſt 
on your obeying immediately the laſt orders 
I gave you, on pain of incurring my diſplea- 
fure for wer. 150 
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The looks I put on when Margeon deliver- 
ed theſe laſt Words, gave her very well to 
underſtand the ſituation of things in my breaſt ; 
ſhe perceived I was not very willing to obey 
her, and yet was able to read in my eyes the 
extreme pity I had for that melancholy obje& 
before me; tho' I could not prevail with my- 
ſelf to eſpouſe her, much lels to give her aſ- 
ſurances of my affetion by words. My fair 


_ - . widow: was alſo convinced, that nothing could 


engage me to break. filence, or to utter ſo 
much as an articulate ſound ; my obſtinacy at 
laſt had ſuch effeR, that it ſeemed to operate in - 
a paſſion ſo violently, that it drove me to my wits 


end. Perfidious wretch, cried ſhe, thus is your 


complaiſance by obſtinate obedience ill- placed p 


you will needs force this unfortunate damſel 
to die. Go, monſter, begone out of my pre- 


ſence, let my eyes behold you no more; E re- 
voke this inſtant whatever promiſes I have 
made. you, and inſtead of entertaining the 
leaſt tenderneſs for you, + ſhall henceforward 
deteſt 'you with an averſion as juſt, as it is 


implacable. | 
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Could not look on my lovely widow in 


this tranſport of rage, without ſeeling in 


my ſoul the moſt vehement agitation ; at length, 
no longer able to ſtifle that torrent of paſſion, 


which ſwelled within my boſom, I reſolved, 


in ſome meaſure, to give it vent; in order to 
this, I went inſtantly to Margeon, and threw 


myſelf on the ground at her feet, giving hec 
to underſtand, by very intelligible {gns, that 
as to drawing a word from me, it was ſimply 
impoſſible, but that, in all other reſpects, I was 
totally at her devotion, and was determined to 


do juſt as ſhe commanded me. The quickneſs 


of her wit, made her immediately comprehend 


the whole of what I intended, and according- 


- 


ly ſhe anſwered thus. Well, I pardon your 


obſtinacy on the firſt article, proyided you com- 


Ply readily with what I propoſed on the ſecond; 
go, (ſaid ſhe to her attendants) run as faſt as 


you can, and fetch the Iman.” The command 


was hardly out of her mouth, ere one of her 
officious ſlaves fled on the errand, and in a few 
minutes returned with the Iman; . on his ap- 
pearance I could. make no diſpute, and ſo ſig- 
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vifying my conſent by a ſign, Aboulaina and 
I were man and wife in an inſtant, an acci- 


dent that filled me with confuſion, ART 
The extreme ſorrow which appeared in my 


countenance on this occaſion, had a double 
effect; Margeon, on her fide, conceived it to 


flow from the violence offered to my own in- 
clinations in obedience to her orders ; and poor 
Aboulaina, for her part, believed it procecded 
from the deep ſenſe 1 had of her unhappy 
condition. After thanking her miſtreſs moſt 
affectionately for procuring her this ſatisfaction, 


The began to bathe my hands with her tears: 
«1 am very ſenſible, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, of your 


extraordinary complaiſance for an unfortunate 


woman, who hath. but very few days to live; 


yet is your kindneſs not altogether ineffectu- 
al, for knowing your paſſion for miſtreſs, - 
I concealed my fatal ſtory from her too long. 
The combating in my mind, a love ſo ve- 
hement as mine, has knawed my very vitals; 
and rendered me the victim of a flame, which 
I could not conquer. But be it ſo ; I will not re- 
= at the vaſt price I pay for the joy I feel. 
o, I am content, I am reconciled even to 
death, fince 1 die your wife; however, the 
condeſcenfion you have already ſhewn, convin- 
ces me, that you will not deny me another 
pleaſure ; which is, that you remain by me 


till 1 die; this is a piece of tenderneſs I muſt 


conjure you to fulfil, that I may have the 


pleaſure of dying in the arms of my huſband, 


who I flatter myſelf when 1 am gone, will re- 
member with ſome concern, the loſs of his 
Aang. | Os FN 
Speak not, ah! ſpeak not of dying, dear 
maid, cried Margeon, I will lay my commands 
upon Katife, to negleft nothing that may com- 
fort you. Believe, ſaid ſhe to me, that in ca- 
, | | reſſing 
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reſſing Aboulaina you do me the utmoſt plea- _ 
ſure, and that far from regarding with an eye 

of jealouſy your mutual endearments, I ſhall 
eſteem your paſſion for me not the leaſt leſſen- 
ed thereby.” Having ſaid this, ſhe quitted the 
room, leaving me and my ſpouſe alone. When 
ſhe was gone, Aboulaina addreſſed herſelf to 
me in a tender tone: Give me, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, at leaſt before my deceaſe, ſome teſ- 
timony that I am not diſagreeable to you, 
and that you are not ſhocked at what my 
miſtreſs has conſtrained you to do. Nay, that 
my love, which hitherto has been unrewarded, 
is however not diſtaſteful to you,” I had all 
the inclination in the world not to drive that 
amiable perſon to downright deſpair ; therefore, 
taking — Nan between mine, I conveyed it 
to my heart, and having bedewed it with my 
tears, I gave her to underſtand, that as Märgeon 
had authorized gur affections, I ſhould from 
that moment divide my hEart between them.— 
Words cannot expreſs how much it ſurprizefl 
the unfortunate Aboulaina, quite tranſporfed 
with joy, hung about me, and then overcome 
with the ſuddenneſs of her change, ſhe ſunk 
down in a ſwoon upon my arm, and remainin 
abſolutely without motion, and her eyes cloſed, 
I apprehended ſhe was dead. Trembling and 
almoſt diſtracted, at ſo unhappy a cataſtrophe, 
I ran to find out Margeon, and having made 
her comprehend the matter, we returned and 
brought her a little to herſelf, but her ſyncope's 
ſucceeded one another ſo quick, and her ſpirits 
were ſo weakened with long anguiſh of mind, 
that fn ſpite of all our endeavours, the ableſt 
' phyſician's ſkill, and all the remedies which 
could be thought of, ſhe expired on the fifth 
day from our marriage. 
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OWEVER unhappy Aboulaina might be 
1 in her life, yet in her death, ſhe received 
zul the comfort ſhe deſred; for, according to 
her requeſt, I remained continually by her, and 
held her in my arms, even when ſhe breathed 
her laſt, Margeon, who had been an eye wit- 
neſs of all that had paſſed between me and 
Aboulaina, had the higheſt reaſon to be ſatis- 
fied with my conduct, and to ſay the truth, ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf as fully to that purpoſe, as I 
could have wiſhed, and aſſured me, that my 
obedience and circumſpection ſhould receive its 
promiſed reward. Adding however, ſince her 
confidant was dead, and on my account, the 
thought my preſence neither neceſſary nor oon- 
venient, it rather increaſing than alleviating her 
concern; ſhe therefore delired I would retire 
to my own houſe; conſidering the melancholy 
ſpectacle of the poor young woman's dead bo- 
= and the diſmal mournings which I heard 
from every quarter, I obeyed her commands, 
with leſs reluctance than I otherwiſe would 
| have done. After returning to my own dwel- 
ling, I abandoned myſelf for ſome time to a 
5 e deep 
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deep melancholy, which grew upon me, from 
the conſideration of the late accident, the beau- 
tiful form of the unhappy Aboulaina, her ſweet 
diſpoſition, and the generous paſſion ſhe had 
for me, ran continnally in my mind; but in 
the ſpace of two months, the deepneſs of my 
 affliftion wore off, and I only retained an unu- 
ſual gravity, which made me neglect ſuch di- 
verſions as I had formerly, delighted in, and 
lhaddiQged myſelf wholly to books. One even- 
ing, having retired to my chamber to meditate, 
I was ſurprized with a black flave entering my 
room, who delivered himſelf haſtily in theſe 
words. Margeon- is at the point of death, 
ſhe deſires to ſee you, having ſomething to com- 
municate to you of great importance,” This 
news ſtruck me with ſo ſudden a ſhock, that 
unable to ſpeak, the meſſenger laid hold on 
my arm to haſten me, adding at the ſame time; 
that there was not a moment to be loſt, inſuch 
extremity, _ ; e 
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HE laſt words of the ſlave moved me 
1 ſo much, that I could not forbear witer- 
ing a great cry, and for ſome moments loſt my 
ſenſes; as ſoon as I recovered them a little, 
che gs . — 
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I was upon the very point of crying out, and 
had already at my tongue's end the moſt tender 
complaints, but I know not how, a ſudden 
thought checked my voice, and made me con- 
tent myſelf with groaning in ſilence; however, 
the cry I ſet up, brought my mother and ſeve- 
ral of my ſlaves into the room, and they aſked 
a hundred impertinent queſtions ;:-but I beckor- 
ed them to hold their tongues, and loſt not a 
moment in going to Margeon ; but how piers 
ing was my grief, when I beheld that amiable 
perſon, ſtretched on a couch, and with all the 
teſtimonies of approaching death in her counte- ' 
nance ; her face was pale and disfigured, and 
her head bound round with bloody cloaths :;— 
& Katife, ſaid ſhe to me, in a feeble voice, I 
am about to die, and that which augments my 
grief is, that I die without rewarding your faith- 
ful love; our ſovereign Prophet (doubtleſs, en- 
raged at my behaviour towards you, and my at- 
tempting to reverſe that order, which he eſta- 
bliſhed in his religion, by making our ſex de- 
pendant upon your's) hath puniſhed me ſevere- 
ly. One of the pillars ſupporting the gallery 
towards the garden, fell down upon my head; 
one of the ſlaves perceived it, and calling for 
help, brought me hither, where as ſoon as I 
recovered my ſenſes a little, I ordered you to 
be ſent for, that 1 might take my laſt farewel. 
.You were indeed, my dear Katife, worthy of a 
far more happy fate, excuſe however, my Fi 
prices, and receive the final marks of my %f- 
fection in theſe embraces.” "7; 

It is impoſſible for words to expreſs, into 
what a terrible condition I was plunged, at be- 
holding this melancholy ſcene ! at length, ex- 
treme grief (at the faint and often interrupted 
ſpeech of Margeon, whoſe hands I all this 
while held in mine, and bedewed them with 
15 CITES 5 8 ; tears). 
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tears) quite overcame my rational faculties, ſo 
that I ſunk into a ſwoon at her feet; how 
long time I continued in this condition, I can- 
not ſay; but from circumſtances, it muſt have 
been a good while. When I came to myſelf, I 
found that I had been removed into another 
apartment, and placed on a bed of black ſat- 
tin; my miſtreſs's flaves ſtanding all round, 
with their arms folded, and the tears running 
down their cheeks. I gueſſed that their ex- 
treme grief boded me no good; I ftared on 
them for ſome time, and was juſt going to peak, 
when one of them prevented me by the follow- 
ing declaration: We come, Sir, to bewail the 
loſs of the beſt miſtreſs in the world, of which 
we-have received a thouſand proofs ; ſee, Sir, 
the will ſhe made, whereby you are become our 
maſter, and every thing in this houſe is now 


at your diſpoſal. 


I gave little attention to the laſt words of the 
flaves, and I was ſo cruelly tormented with the 
thoughts of my diſtreſs, that drawing a poinard, 
I was going to ſheath it in my boſom, ; but the 
ſlaves, who were very attentive to all my ac- 
tions, Teized my arms, and wreſted my dagger 
from me, which at that time affected me with 
ſenſible con. Live, faid they, My Lord, 
live, Margeon gave us ſtrit command to conti- 
nue watchful about you, and hinder you from 
forming any ſuch deſign againſt your life,— 
Wonder not then, that in this particular we do 
not obey your orders, and refuſe to quit you 
till we are ſatisfied, that in obedience to our 
miſtreſs's commands, you are content to live.” 
I anſwered not theſe diſcourfes, but half Tuf- 
focated with my teats, abandoned myſelf ro in- 
conſolable deſpair, and my ſpirits being quite 
_ exhauſted, I fell again into a ſwoon, on Fi 
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which I recovered and relapſed ſeveral times, 
in which I knew not any thing that was done 
about me; I afterwards. became more ſenſelels, 
falling firſt into a ſlumber, and at length into a 
kind of a lethargick ſleep. 
At laſt awaking, -I was wonderfally ſurpriſed, 
to find myſelf in a+ moſt magnificent chamber, 
Which was furniſhed in a manner wholly new, 
and extraordinary birds of the fineſt tuned 
voices, finging in golden volaries, who by their 
melodious notes, uſhered in the coming day ; 
but what amazed me more than all, was, that I 
perceived Margeon, whoſe charms ſhone brigh- . 
ter than the full moon, placed by my fide on 
a bed, the moſt glorious that can be imagined, 
I gazed round me, ſuppoſing all I ſaw a dream; 
hereupon my lovely widow, whoſe face was 
no more diſguiſed with bloody cloaths, but 
adorned with jet black hair, beſpangled with 
diamonds, which played on her vermilion 
cheeks inſpired my bt, with a more raging 
paſſion, than I had till this time experienced, 
and I was on the very point of offering my 
Prayers to the Prophet, that this dream might 
never end; when TI perceived Margean to 
awake. My dear ord. ſaid ſhe, give thanks 
to Mahomet for thus ſignally ' crowning your 
fidelity; you haye paſſed an eaſy fleep through 
death, and are arrived at the happy manſions 
of the faithful Muſſulmen; the apartment you 
ſee is one aſſigned by the Prophet to a true be- 
liever, and, by ſpecial favour, I am the Houri, 
who is to attend you; having ſo long experi- 
_ - enced my cruelty while alive, I might doubt 
of your being pleaſed with me for an eternal 
companian ; but I perſuade myſelf of the con- 
trary, and that the preſent careſſes of a fond 
miſtreſs, will efface 1 your memory the ri- 
gour with which I treated you at Aden.” 
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N that moment, how much ſoever I might 
I be ſurprized, and over-joyed at the ſight of 
Margeon, and at hearing the kind things ſhe ſaid, 
I was not altogether ſatisfied with my condition, 
As ſoon as J had recolle&ted my ſpirits, I be- 
gan to reaſon thus within myſelf: What a 
riſque do T run in breaking filence! my time 
is not finiſhed, the very moment in which 1 
open my lips, perhaps this whole fine ſcene 
may vaniſh, and inſtead of my beautiful Houri, 
I ſhall ſee Margeon deriding my credulity. 
This, for ought I know, may be a new and 
an ' extraordinary | ſcheme to betray me into 
ſpeaking. I am determined ſhe ſhall never ar- 
Taign me of difobedience: Tf whar ſhe ſays. 
be true, if 1 am really in the paradiſe of our 
Prophet, then muſt my Houri be: ſubſervient to 
all my humours, and whether I anſwer her or 
not, yet if I comply with her endearments, ſhe 
can never be diſpleaſed. _ YO ry ob. 

During the few minutes which were ſpent in 
theſe reflections, I perceived that lovely woman 
ſuſtained an extreme tranſport of mind, which 
ſhook her paſſions ſo ſtrongly, as to occaſion 
freguent emotions in her countenance, At 
3 | length _ 
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length ſhe broke out into theſe expreſſions. 
6 You heſitate, my lord, in anſwering me; be- 
ond queſtion you no longer love me; if you 
did, you would repay with uſury the fondneſs 
I teſtify for you: How deceitful are appear- 
ances! 1 thought your paſſion vehement and 
ſincere, and now, alas! in the very moment 
I declare my love, you are cruel enough to 
treat me with cold indifference: Ah! my dear 
Katife, T am unable to ſuſtain this behaviour, it 
pierces my very heart, and if it were poſſible - 
to return to life, and to quit the flate we are 
now in, I ſhould! moſt earneſtly entreat that 
favour of the Prophet; be not then ſo unkind, 
my dear ſpouſe, be not fo faithleſs; why will 
your by your ſilence, drive me to deſpair? 
hy, ah! why, do you make me thus lan- 
guiſh to hear your voice, and perſiſt in obey. WW 
| ung a command, which, according to the nature 
of things, can no mare oblige. you. 1 
Theſe words of Margeon, I own, wrought 
upon me ſtrongly; I was at my wits-end, when | 
at laſt I thought. of a method to put this affair 
to a ſpeedy trial, and to free myſelf, at leaſt, 
from uncertainties; I reſolved to embrace my 
charming widow with the moſt amorous free- 
dom that Muſſulmen axe permitted to uſe with 
their Hauries, which if ſhe reliſted not, I ſhould 
be ſure ſhe ſpoke the truth, and that I might 
break my filence without danger; while I Was 
tbus ruminating, ſhe fell into a profound me- 
Iancholy, and ſeemed to be in the utmoſt grief 


7 


for my diſdain. 85 A 


Heer tenderglances encouraged my attempt, and 
>, therefare, turning with ardour to embrace her, 
dme no ſaoner read my deſign ia my. eyes, but 
ijnſtead af continuing her careſſes, ſhe flid down 
to the couch, where burſting into a laud laugh, 
and clapping her hands t9 make a noiſe, ber 


four 
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| _ Lame Who waitet at the door for that 
ſe, immediately entered; Had not dere 
the, been at hand, I had myſelf Veen 

— 05 this adventure 750 

As T knew the faces bf the flaves;' as ln a8 
they came into the oem, I wis no leger at a 
toſs in ecomprehending the cheat, and Was 


therefore one "001 the firft to lawgh er fu bird 


dy ſs- luck in my filtttce. * You 
Have, ſaid Ma 1 yu viſely on. 


this oecaſten, -_ Wave regs N ffripwreck al. 
moſt it port. Fer ty im” not able to 
comptetend how — Feed z conqueſt in 
this adventure, which was ſs cunningly con- 
trived to entrap yen. Yon have hitherto been 
vitorious in all combats; and triumphed ayer 
every art of mite, informuch, that I now all 
moſt de ſpair ef vanquiffling you. Go; my deat 


* Katife, tis fit I nb]w bid you adieu, contitrtue 


to love me as. you have done, nor make yours 
ſelf aneaf/ dating the reſt of the time of your 
probation; 1 ſuffer in that more chan you, ſince 
I am fully conviced of your merit, while as 
yet you have not any proofs of mine, or of 
_ that faithful paſſion 1 cheriſh for you in my 
heart.“ | Theſe laſt flattering words were a& 
com̃pauied with a tender embrace, Which 1 
need not tell you; illuſtrious Genii, I received 


with the the utmoff ſatisfaction, that in leſs 


than four months time, my appointed ſeafon of 
filence would expire, ad eld my beautiful 
widow to my poſſeſſion. 10 would be needleſs 
to inform you, of the wiles ſhe Practiſed in 
order td engage my ſpeaking, and of my eſe; 
ing them thro' àn obſtinate perſeverance ; let 
it fuffice, that 1 paſſed my time agreeably 
enough, *till the date of my dumbneſs Was on 
the very point of being finiſhed, Theiß the 
Kin of n * committing fome ho- 
Vor. II, G | ſtilities 
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ſtilities on our frontiers, the Sultan of Aden, 
my maſter, determined with a reſolution worthy 
of himſelf, to, take exemplary vengeance on 
him or this affront. In order to which, he 
iſſued orders to his Generals, to draw the 
troops together in a large plain, which lay be- 
fore one of the principal gates of the city, and 
where, they might be conveniently. viewed by 


the King, and march from thence to attack the 


enemy. Agrecable to my duty, I went imme- 
diately to join the body, where I had a com- 
mand; it did not at all trouble me how to re - 
ceive. the inſtructions of my ſuperiors, Which 
had regard to my on perſon, but I was quite 
at a loſs what, to do in refpe& to the officers 
under, me, and the common ſoldiers, Who were 
not very expert in underſtanding ſigns. But 
the Sultan very kindly: drew. me out of this 
dilemma, fer he no ſodoner ſaw me, on a re- 
view he made of his forces, but he called for 
me, and apprehending that I had not yet re- 
covered the uſe of my ſpeech, he very graci- 
ouſly diſpenſed with my going in that ſtation, 
and declaring he krew me tobe a brave man, 
he ordered that I ſhould: fight by his ſide. I 
Was quite tran{ported., with joy at the thoughts 
of this extraordinary honour, and in order to 
expreſs the juſt ſenſe Ichad of his kindneſs, I 
threw myſelf at bis Majeſty's feet, who, as he 
was the kindeſt Prince in the world, raiſed me 
up with the. utmoſt humanity, and teſtified his 
ſatisfaction in my conduſ tt. 
We began our march immediately after this 
review, and about eight days after we came up 
with the enemy, Who waited for us with a 
powerful army, and gave us battle with ſuch 
courage, that a great flaughter enſued on both 
ſides. The Sultan, haviug ordered that I 
.. ſhould not quit; his fide in the engagement, I 
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very cautiouſly adhered thereto,” and loſt not 


fight of him during the battle, in which Thad 
the good fortune twice to ſave his life, and 
his horſe being killed under him, I had the 
honour to remount him on mine. In the inter- 
im I was forced to defend both him and myſelf 
from the attacks of our enemies, in doing which 


| I received'a wound, which, grazing on my left 


arm, fell with ſuch force into my hip, that I 
fell down under the horſe's feet. The Sultan, 
who was ſenſible of my good ſervice, gave ot- 
ders PE ſhould be taken up, 
and carried into the next tent: While they 
were there examining my wounds, which were 


very dangerous, the Sultan ſo animated his 
troops, that by his example, attacking the ene- 


ſtible valour, they forced them 


mies. With irrefi 


to. give Way, and dt length gained 2 compleat 


victory, the Sultan of Zibith being ſlain on the 


field of 


The. At Gre of lle King after the victory, 


was to enquire how I did, and as ſoon as he 
learned I was in ſuch danger, he came inſtantly 
to the tent and embrated me, acknowledged, 
in the kindeſt terms the; abligations he had to 


: wp + v 4 1 - . + 34.4 CH 
me, My dear friend, ſaid he, be it your 


care to get cured, and make no queſtion that I 
ſhall not be wanting in my expreſſions of gra- 
titude for your lo y. +2 

I receiyed the Sultan with all the reſpect that 
I was capable, and, finding that my wounds 
would not permit me to be carried to, Aden; 
he gave directions for, my having a ſedan, and 
being gonyeyed to a neighbouring town, where 


I had &wo,phyficians,.. and; four. ſurgegns left 


with me, and command given that 1 ſhould; 
not want any thing, which the Governor obeyed, 


and the; ſurgeons © performed ſo well, that, in 


eight days time I was out of danger; and in 
nog "STORY | ; the 
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the ſpace of two months, I found wyſelf ſo 


much recovered, that I was, in a condition to 


to Aden, whither, the Sultan had gone be- 
ore, and where I was very deſirous of follow- 


ing him. 10 C1 
15 had great reaſon to believe my wounds were 
not indifferent to Margeon, becauſe ſhe ſent a 


ſlave to the place where I lay, charged not 
only with a billet, conceived in terms the moſt 
tender and paſſionate imaginable, but alſo with 
a purſe, containing five hundred pieces of gold. 
I received the letter with tranſports of unfeign- 


ed joy, but abſolutely refuſed. the purſe, which 


I returned to the ſlave by whom it was pre- 
ſented, | | | 
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HIS man remained with me, till he 
1 was fatisfied F was out of danger, and 


then he''defired that Þ would diſcharge him, 
and ſend a letter to his miſtreſs,” But as my 
anfwer at firſt was full and preciſe enough, and 
Matgeon had net given me permiſſion to write 
te her, did not judge it convenient to comply 


with his requeſt. I therefore made him com- 
raised, that it was unneceſſary to write, and 


thed, by ſigus and motions, that I _— 
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ſoon to preſent my ſelf before her, and that 1 
was extremely pleaſed with that mark of her 
oodneſs which ſhe vouchſafed! me; and then 
5 (miſſed him. 1191 tf AVIDONASGH PN 2s in A * 
The ſlave ſet out on his" return and fiſteen 
days after, the' not well” te covered 1 was put 
into the ſedan, aſſigned me by the Governor; 


and the Magiſtrates, in alt the towns and vil- 


lages I paſſed thro', were directed to furniſh + 
me with freſh men, for my eaſy conveyance to 
Aden. Having arrived there ſafe; as the Sultan 
had commanded; I was immedtatetys conducted 
to his palace. It is impoſſible to inform you, 
how very kindly that Monarch received: me. 
„% have, my dear ſriend, ſaid he, deſigned 
great things for you, tho“ you were not preſent, 
and there is only one obſtacle which ſtands in 
the way, this is your obſtinate ſilence, Which is 
a cruel misfortune. I have three fiſters of ad- 
mirable beauty, of theſe I would give you 
choice, and make you inſtantly my Grand Vi- 
zir. He who enjoyed that poſt, was killed in 
the laſt battle, and there is only Zalvon who 
could appear fit to fill his place; if I had not 
ieftined it for you. He is'a man of parts, and 


grown old in ſtate/employments';- but I am very 


much afraid, were he Advanced that high 
rank, he would grow obſtinate, and, by his 
headſtrong diſpoſitionztinjuie my: people On 
this accounty I do not ptepoſe to inveſt him 
with chat dignity, but to- beftow its on yo, 
Yet in the condition you are in, it is impoſſible 
to take upon you the management : of affairs; 
come then, deal ingenuouſly with me, and give 
me to underſtand * by ſome > intelligible ſign, 
Whether your lence be voluntary or not; 
whether medicine be capable of affording you 
hay and in caſe it is, depend on me you ſhall 
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have all the aſhRange 
phyſicians. 1 | 
Ho- ſhall: : 
was in, and Res 8 I felt 27 this une 
pectad prapoſmion of the Sultan's! a propofi- 
tian, big with emharraſment, and which 1 knew 
not how to acc or refuſe. Weak as I yet 
was in body, I threw myſelf at his feet, and 
embracing, his knees, made him apptehend that 
if I had been ſo, happy as to render him any 
ſervices, - I; canceived. myſelf much over-payed, 
by the honours with Which he had aver whelm- 
ed me, and that L did by no means conceive - 
myſelf worthy of the poſk he offered. TEE: IVA 
This ſtory failed nat to take air, and was 


ſoon buzzed throughout Aden, ſo that at length 


it came to the ears of my amiable fair-one, 
who apprehending, in her Qwn thoughts, great 
danger of my yielding, after ſuffering ſo much 
and ſo long for her caprices, to become the 
brother - in- law of my King; and the ſecond 
per ſon in Aden; rote to be a billet the moſt 


moving, in the following terms: 


11 Am going then, my lord, | to loſe you ; and 
L am ſenſible too, I lofe you thre', my wn 
fault, unfortunate Margeon! What will befal 


vou Is it poſſible for me to. ſurvive this 
- + Rroke?'; Ah! if it:be not too late, pardon my 
tarts of temper, break;thro! engagements.I here- 


by diſpenſe with. Speak, my dear Katife, ſpeak 
to the Sultan, ſhew him this billet, relate your 
adventures; I am petſuaded they will influence 
him by their ſingularity: He will ſtand amaz- 
ed at a love fo: conſtant, as | your's, if yet you 
love me, nor attempt to force an inclination ſo 
gloriouſly above being corrupted. . But what do 
I ſay? _ You ere, perhaps, going to be:falſe; I 
will die ere I believe it. 8 

, | his 
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This epiſtle ſtrongly aſſaulted my conſtancy, 
and patience; 1 ſnatched up haſtily my pen, 
fearing that my filence might inercaſe Margeon's 
apprehenſions; I wrote, up paſſion di a 
a molt tender anſwer, filled with all the aſſu- 
rances I thought neceſſary, to diſpel her ſuſpi- 
cions. I cloſed and ſealed it, and was on the 
very point of ſending it by a ſlave, when I re- 
flected my time of filence would expire within 
a month, IT therefore tore the letter into a 
thouſand pieces, not judging it at all proper to 
riſque my repeating the breach of her firſt or- 
ders, which were ſo preciſe, and ſo ſtrictly 
limited.. , _ - „ 1 
Whilſt both our hearts were in this uneaſy 
ſituation, the Sultan, who kept his projects in 
view, ſent for the chief phyſicians in his capi- 
tal, and conſulted with clin all in relation to 
my caſe, As at firſt, my dumbneſs had made 
ſo much noiſe, as I before told you, none of 
them were ignorant, of its duration, and there- 
fore, never ſuſpecting my ceſſation of ſpeech 
to be voluntary, they pronounced me beyond 
the reach of aft to cure. Maſch-Moud alone, 
either being mote able than they, er, which I 
rather fuſpeR, gueſſing at the true ſource of my 
difeafe, anſwered thus: My lord, ©Katife, in 
all outward appearances, ' has been ſuddenly 
fenderetl ſpeechleſs, from a cauſe unknown to 
all but himfelf,/- Perhaps he has taken on him 
ſome vow of filente, for a certain ſpace; if ſo, 
it would be irreligious to attempt making him 
break it; till your Iman has been with him, and 
convinced him low wild, and tncomiderate- a 
thing it is, which he Has undertaken toppers 
form: If theſe ſueceed not; I am eofivineed 
they will be ufeleſs, and it is well; in ſuch caſe, 
if they do not harm inſtead of goed. In the 
laſt place, fir, make it worth the While of every 
e | body, 
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body, to ſet their wits on work for this pur- 
ſe, by publiſhing a reward to him who is fo 
Fahy: as to make the obſtinate mute ſpeak.” 
2 hou haſt given xcellent 4dvi ice, added che 
Sultan, the Iman 180 to him this moment, 
and if it happens, he ſucceeds not, I will 
fel. proceed to try the other par of your coun · 
el 
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the Iman came to my apartment, and diſ- 
Grad: himſelf, very handſomely of his com- 
miſſion ; but, all his pains, his eloquence, and 
intreaties were in vain, Perceiving by my ob- 
ſtinacy, that religion had nothing to do with 
my dumbneſs, he declined preaching, and. re- 
turned to court. The Sultan informed him of 
his ill ſucceſs, and perſiſting eadily i in his re- 
ſolution of forcing me to ſpeak, had inſtantly 
recourſa to Maſch-Moud's, other; expedient, and 
gave: directions to ,criers; every, day to make 
pioclamation thro', alb the publick ſtreets in 
Aden, that the man who, found out a way 10 
make me ſpeak, ſhould have an hundred thoyr 
yur or ations 1 on the ſpot. 
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A. ſum ſo. exorbitant as this, and which ger- 
tainly demonſtrated the affection, the Sultan had 
for me, drew rogerher all the mountehanks in 
the kingdom, and even ſome ſtrangers ; numbers 
of thew promiſed, ere they ſaw. me, radically 
to extirpate my malady: but on trial, were 
quickly convinced of their want of power. 
One however, more bold and vain than the 
reſt, undertook to cure ms without the aid of 
medicine or ſurgery ; by whiſpeting a ward only 
1 muſt do this man of front the juſtice to 
ſay, he took the maſt probable method of mak: 
ing me ſpeak in the world, had I been js 12 
ſon at all avaricious. My lord, whiſpered he, 
the $196 has promiſed; an hundred thouſand: 
pieces of gold for your cure; I am perſuaded: 
it depends wholly. on yourſelf, be wiſe then, 
let us part that immenſe ſum; I am wing to 


4 allow you fifty thoufand, ſee, here is a writing 


to that purpoſe, under my hand: Reflect, I 
beſeech you, on the opportunity now in your 
wer, is it not a fortune ſufficient for us 
h?“ I could not laughing in wy minds 
at the oddneſs of the fellew's whim, and to 
22 — for —— loſs, whink he 
nci e receiv my obſtinacy, I nt- 
ed him with a diamond ring 1 had — my 
finger, worth at leaſt one hundsed pieces of 
gold; he was tranſported with joy at the unex- 
pected gratuity, made me a thouſand returns of 
thanks, and very gratefully founded: my praiſes 
thro? Aden. s iir walks os Rob] þ og VS OED 
Lalvon, who from the rank of à Vitair, only 
hoped to ri ſe io the dignity. af Prime Miniſter, 
merely thro? the opinion, generally conceived 
of | his abilities, from his long experience was 
quite in wy Ns he obſerved the extreme 
regard the Sultan had for me, that he deſigned 
427 to 
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to hold that poſt vacant, till it was determin- 
ed whether it was within the power of man to 
releaſe me from my dumbneſs. The Vizir pri- 
vately did all in his way to hinder my cure, 
had it been poſſible to effect it, and taking the 
advantage of the Sultan's indiſpoſition, pub- 
liſhed, in his name, a new proclamation, by 
the mouths of the publick criers, whereby a 
double reward was promiſed to whoever cured 
me, at the ſame time, thoſe who undertook, 
and failed, were condemned to loſe their heads. 
In ſpight of this ſevere ſentence, the fond 
deſire of acquiring ſuch a ſum at once, urged 
ſix or ſeven perſons of deſperate circumſtan- 
ces, to attempt it, and they were ſo unlucky as 
to loſe their lives for their inconſiderate bold - 
neſs 11 1 OTF ont ines 205 2 
As Þ was utterly ignorant of this ſecond pro- 
clamation; and *the'penalty which this malici- 
ous miniſter annexed to their failing in their 
undertaking, I paſſed my time in the apart- 
ment aſſigned me, with a tolerable ſhare of 
tranquility, until that compoſure of mind was 
deſtroyed by an accident, the bare recital of 
which ſtill: affords me troubtee. 
Eight or ten days had paſſed without my be- 
ing plagued with the preſence of thoſe empi- 
ricks, when of a ſudden, one came to inform 
me that a young man of moſt excellent beauty 
was coming to ſee me, and had undertaken to 
cure me by virtue of a Taliſman he pretended 
to have, and for that purpoſe has demanded an 
audience of me alone. I made a ſign that he 
ſhould'be admitted ; but O! how violent was 
my ſurprize, when I diſcovered that it was my 
beloved Margeon in diſguiſe. Ah! Katife, 
eried ſne, in a tone, which betrayed a fear 
mingled with reſpe&, -I put my honour, and 
my life both in danger, to obtain this inter- 
| | | view 
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view to knoy my doom; as you returned no 
anſwer. to my letter, I was unable to bear the 
cruel uncertainty; tell me, now, thou perfid i- 
ous man, tell me, haſt thou not as it is ru- 
moured over all Aden, broke thy faith to me, 
and taken one of the Sultan's charming ſiſters 
to be thy wife: Ah! is not ſo? Is it not ſo ?” 
1 made all the ſigns I; was able, to convince 
her of the falſhood of that ſtory, and to aſſure 
her that I was ſtill as much as ever devoted to 
her ſervice; that for her ſake, I had reſiſted 
the noble offers of the Sultan, and that I ſhould 
continue to refuſe them. O my Katife, 
cried ſhe; can this be true? would you. make 
me conceive it; would you render me fo happy 
as to leave no room to doubt all you intimate ? 
| Heſitate not, but to confirm it by a word; 
ſpeak this day to the Sultan of our affair, tell 
him that we are bound to each other by the 
moſt ſacred vows, and that they render it im- 
practièable for N to receive the honour he 
deſigned you. hen he is informed of this, 
and finds that your contract cannot be broken, 
without incurring the anger of the Prophet; I 
am convinced he is too juſt a Prince, to preſs 
you farther to a thing not to be done, but with 
diſhonour. Take, take my hand, my deareſt, 
ſince your love is not at all diminiſhed ; add 
farther to that oath, that let what will happen 
you will never divorce me. Behold me moſt 
willing to eſpouſe you, the moment that you 
have done this, and ſpoken to the Sultan, and 
till this can be done, I ſwear to yu in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, that I releaſe you from 
all-the obligations you are under, and ths? 
there be ten days yet to come of your time, I 


will not take any advantage of your breaking 


ſilence. Hitherto my artifices might perplex 
you, andy du have had a juſt cauſe to perſiſt; 
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but now the caſe is quite altered, and you can - 
not have any fidelity if you perſiſt in an obe- 
dience ſo fatal to me Speak, my life, go im- 
mediately to the Sultan, at leaſt ſpeak, and de. 
liver me from the excrutiating torment Which 
I ſuffer. Ah! my Katife, does it not depend 
on this very moment, on this very particle of 
time, that you make me ſure of your love, and 
of 'yourfelf; and of the truth ef what you 
pretend ; that you have hazarded all the effects 
of the Saltan's diſpleaſure, rather than not re- 
main Faithful to me. Alas ! how can this be, 
when, unheedful of my ifitreaties, you ſtand 
motlonleſs and filent ?“ r £7 
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XS I was utterly ignorant of the penalty, 
11 which the cunningly cruel Vizier had aſ- 
ſigned, to ſuch as attempted my cure without 
ſucceſs, I endeavoured only io make Margeon | 
comprehend: that I was by no means eſtranged | 
in my affeſtions, and that the ſmall ſpace. of 
ten days was too inconſiderable for me to deſ- 
Pair an enemption from keeping ſilence in 
them, as I had done in former months; that 

1 was inexprefibly rejoicet to find my fidelity) 


had 
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had-'ſo-gained: upon her, that I was afraid if 


I ſpoke now. it would be conjectured that this 
ſcene was: laid in order to ſecure the ſum pro- 
miſed by the Sultan for my cure; which, 


whatever her opinion might be, I was reſolved? 


to afford no handle, as ſcorning to hazard his 
favour for the ſake of acquiring an hundred: 
thouſand pieces of gold. Wherefore I was 
determined to ꝓerſiſt as I had begun, and not to 
open my mouth, till the fatal term, originally 
eſcribed me, was expired. £ EE 
I had: not made an end of: demonſtrating my 
intention to Margeon, when I: perceived that 
ſhe turned extremely pale, and finding me in- 
flexible, ſhe trembled, and ſhewed- ſigus of ex- 
traordinary grief and terror. At laſt, gathering 
her ſenſes a little; ſhe; in a broken voice, ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to me thus. Ah! faitbleſs 
barbarous man, is this the juſtice which you 
render to a love ſo warm, and paſſionate as” 
mine; is it not it alone, which dragged me, 
regardleſs of all dangers, to this place; had I. 
not dreaded your yielding to the Sultan's ſoli- 
citations, J had moſt patiently waited the 
termination of the year. But I ſee, ungrateful 


man, I ſee that ambition ſwallows up all your 


faculties, you butn with appetite te become the 
brother-in-law of Vending tick queſtionleſs the 
lady, his ſiſter, whom he offers you, rs extrava- 
gantly handſome. In her embraces you will 
ſoon forget the unfortunate Margeon, to whom 
it ſeems you are not only indifferent, but even 
purſue her with hatred. I go, barbarian, Igo to 
loſe that life, Which, refuſing my requeſt, you 
deſtine to be loſt; you know well enough what ' 
will be the event of your violent perſiſting, 
and you will ſee me made a; victim with plea- 
ſure. Lou cannot regret the pains and trou- 
Vol. II. 3 | bles 


7 


74 „ TALES 
bles I have coſt you, when you revenge your- 
ſelf in ſo cruel a manner. upon me. But ah! 
how harſh, how uneaſy ſoever they may have 
been, remember what a proof I give now of 
my affection for you, and do not doom a wret- 
ched fond woman to deſtruftion. Tis too plain, 
my doubts were at firſt well grounded ; had I 
become your wife two years ago, in ſix months 
I had been as others are, contemned, neglected, 
and male-treated ; but my. preſent condition is 
ſtill, worſe, when having ſeen you ſo long en- 
dure the pains I enjoined you, and new on 


the brink of receiving to my arms, a kind, a 


faithful lover, my hopes are darkened at once 
with diſdain and death. ; 

But I am ſatisfied, be yourſelf the ſpectator 
of my miſerable end; you ſhall ſee me die, 
repeating with my laſt breath your name, who 
by it, will be tranſmitted to | poſterity, as the 
moſt execrable and inhuman wretch; who, 
otherwiſe, when your ſtory had been known, 
muſt have been eſteemed the moſt illuſtrious 
pattern of fidelity in the world.“ | 
Margeon, while ſhe was ſpeaking, let fall. a 
ſhower of tears, and ſuffered a ſtorm of ſighs 
to interrupt almoſt every word ſhe ſaid; for 
my part I was overjoyed to confider, that thoſe 
agonies were the laſt artifice, which in all pro- 
bability ſhe would have then to exert, in or- 
der to deceive me, and though 1 could not 
help being very much moved, even at thoſe ſor- 
rows which, I thought wete put on, yet I re- 
mained firm to my firſt reſolution, not to ſpeak 
at any rate, let her ſay what ſhe would, which 
ſhe perceiving, retired at laſt, over-charged with 
grief, and left me under an inquietude, which 
words can never expreſs. n 
I began from that moment to pretend I was 
better, and walked conſtantly in a litile garden 
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behind my apartment, ruminating there on a 
thouſand diſagreeable things, and wiſhing ear- 
neſtly for the happy time which ſhould reſtore 
me to the uſe of ſpeech; at laſt that happy 
day, as I thought it, came, and I reſolved to 
ſave the Sultan that immenſe ſum, which I knew 
he had offered for my cure, by going the next 
morning, and ſpeaking to him, before I open- 
ed my lips to any one elſe. N 
This Monarch, as I ſaid, had been long trou- 
bled with an indiſpoſition, which had detained 
him in his bed for a month before, and to 
which he was confined when 1 went to ſee him; 
the guards knowing me, and the favour I was 
in, cauſed my name to be carried in, whereup- 
on I was immediately introduced to his pre- 
ſence ; as ſoon as I came to the bed-fide, I 
threw myſelf on my face, and then in the moſt 
humble manner informed him, that the day be- 
fore I had recovered the uſe of my tongue, and 
was come to acquaint him with the nature of 
my diſeaſe, and the true cauſe of my continu- 
ing a whole year filent; as alſo to return his 
Majeſty thanks for the favours he had ſhow- 
ered down upon a' ſubje& of very common abi- 
lities, and who had rendered no other ſervices, 
than what his duty required. Afterwards I told 
the Sultan, as conciſely as I could, the whole 
of my affair, which he not only heard with ſur- 
prizing complaiſance, but alſo in a very obliging 
manner, teſtified his approbation of my gon- 
duct, and had the goodneſs to admire exceed» 
ingly the patience Thad ſhewn, during my-two 
years penance, from the caprices of Margeon ; 
concluding theſe civilities, he addreſſed me after 
this manner. *© Katife, ſaid he, it is impoſſible, 
but your ſteadineſs in ſuffering muſt have 
touched the heart of your beloved widow, 


and as I deſigned you well, ſo I will not be = hy 
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the leaſt obſtacle to your happineſs ; but as 1 
perceine that in the jfirtuation you are in, it 
will not be poflible for you to accept either 
of my ſiſters, without breaking the laws of 
honour and religion, I wave your compliance ; 
nay more, I aſſure you, that your ſtrict adhe- 
rence to yaur vos, and that extraordinary pro- 
-baty you have ſhewn on this occaſion, ſhall en- 
dear you more than ever to me. Another, 
abandoned only to his ambition, would have 
forgot all promiſes onthe ;proſpe& of ſuch ho- 
nours; but you have poſtponed all thoughts of 


tandeur incompatible with your virtue, and 


Q avoiding the mighty things 1 would have 
done for you, have =” nt. is nothing equal 
to your merit; accept then, the office of Grand 
Vizir, diſpoſe. of my treaſures as you think fit, 
that my people may enjoy, under your admi- 
niſtratlon, all thoſe benefits which naturally 
flow from a prudence wonderfully great, and 
an integrity never 10 be equalled. In the mean 


has happened, and that it is aſure ſhe 
ſhould eſpoule you 9 days, 
and that I will give the moſt magnificent en- 
tertainments on the occaſion. In the interim, 
take you care of my finances 3 I will take up- 
on me the execution of what is propoſed, 
and I find myſelf fo much mended by the 
gh and converſation of a man, whom I eſ- 
teem the guardian of my kingdom, as well as 


the preſerver of my life, that I doubt not, 


ww. + Mall ſpeedily recover a ſettled ſtate of 

health.“ ; 
When I preſented myſelf before the Sultan, 

I confeſs I was afraid, my declining the mar- 


kiage of his ſiſter, would have changed the Sul- 


tan's favourable ſentiments for me, and oy 
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MOGUL TALES. 77 
have endangered my life; but I was reſolved 
to hazard even that for my paſſion for Margeon, 
rather than not to conclude that adventure with 
the ſame fidelity, with which it began; gueſs 
then at my ſurprize, at the Sultan's unexpected 
kindneſs; I embraced his knees in a tranfport 
of joy, and as ſoon as I could ſpeak, I ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to him in theſe words. My 
dear Lord, the favours with which you over- 
whelm me, ſurpaſs alike my deſires, and my de- 
ſerts ; your Majeſty's notice had overpaid any 
little ſervices of mine, and the rewards you of- 
fer quite outweigh them; permit me therefore 
to evade this great office, with which you load 
me, and for which I am no ways fit, and which 
would only expoſe me to the envy of thoſe 
who believe themſelves, and perhaps with rea- 
ſon, much more capable to fill it, than him 
to whom your goodneſs would give ſo impor- 
tant an offices. „ IS OD £255 22 

It is to no purpoſe, replied the Sultan, for 
you to offer any excuſes on this head : I know 
very well that they flow merely from your mo- 
deſty, and I will put an end to them, by tel- 
ling you, in plain terms, I will be obeyed; re- 
ceive then the reins of my government ; apply 
all your care to the making my ſubjects happy, 
and allow me to enjoy that quiet which hi- 
therto I have never taſted, from the neceſlity 
1 found myſelf under, of continually watching 
my Prime Vizirs. | 

As I found it impoſſible to withſtand his- 
commands any longer, I therefore ſubmitted, 

and after being declared Grand Vizir, obtained 
his permiſſion to withdraw for a little while; 
I immediately without loſs of time, repaired:tq 
the has of Maraoci ; but O! Heaven, how 
was I amazed, when her ſlaves all in tears came 
round me, and in the moſt paſſionate terms, 
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78 MOGUL TALE Ss. 
demanded what was become of their miſtreſs ; 
ſhe went out, ſaid they, ten days ago, dreſſed 
in the habit of a man, with an intent, as ſhe 
told us, to eſpouſe you; one of us conducted 
ber to the palace, and we have never ſeen her 
ſinee, and if we give any credit to the gene- 
ral report throughout Aden, ſhe has been put 
to death, in purfuance of that alternative 
which the Vizir Zalvon offered, and which 
was publiſhed eight days before ſhe went, 
whereby it was declared, whoever attempted 
to cure you, and failed, ſhould die for that 
preſumption, but the perſon who ſucceeded, 
— have two hundred thouſand pieces of 
gol 5 8 
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EVENING LVI. 


The Adventures of Katife and 
| Margeon. 


(Continued.) 
Was ſtruck with this ſudden and terrible 


news, as with a clap of, thunder, and after 
having for a few moments given vent to my 
paſſion, I ran to carry my Juſt and heavy com- 
plaints to the Sultan my maſter. Ah! my Lord, 
cried I, throwing myſelf at his feet, I have 
loſt utterly, my dear, dear Margeon, in the 
very moment I ſuppoſed her mine. Then I re- 
lated. to him the ſtate I found her ſlaves 3 

* : | an 


as © © 


ol the ſixth, a beautiful young perſon ; but it 
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and what they had reported thereupon, and in 


a juſt rage at the wicked cruelty of Zalvon, that 
Prince ordered one of his attendants to go in- 
ſtantly, and apprehend him, and drag him even 
to his royal preſence. . 
Ah! my good Lord, cried I, as ſoon as the 
words were out of the Sultan's mouth, give me 
leave to fly, and execute your commands. Be- 
gone then, my Katife, anſwered the Sultan, 
and when you return, bring with you the head 
of the flagitious wretch ; his cruel proclamation 
was without my orders, and from a ſeverity of 
ſoul which I deteſt. I will order it immediate» 
ly to be publiſhed throughout Aden, that thoſe 
who have ſuffered, died by his fault, not mine, 
and will further direct, that on application to 
my treaſury, by their relations, the loſſes which 
they have ſuſtained ſhall be made good out of 


his effedts. 


I ſtayed not for a repetition of this order, 
but taking with me fifty of the Sultan's guards, 
I ran haſtily to the Vizirs, that not a mo- 
ment's time might be loſt on this urgent oc- 
caſion. But O! what a new misfortune was 
there ; on entering his houſe, I was informed 
by his ſlaves, that eight or ten days before he 
quitted Aden in the night, accompanied by 
two women only, one of whom ſhed abun- 
dance of tears, and ſeemed in a prodigious 
agony. From the deſcription of the woman 


and her ſorrows, I was convinced it could be 


none but my amiable widow ; and as. to this, 
I was put out of all doubt, when the black 
eunuch of his women told me, that ſhe often 
repeated my name. He added, that his maſter 
Put to death five of thoſe. who had undertaken 
my cure, and failed in it; that at that very 
inſtant. the ſword was drawn to cut off the head 


Was 


mori Aran 
was prevented by the diſcovery of its being a 


woman in diſguiſe. * Zalvon's ſoul, ſaid the 


man, was deeply touched at the fight, and 
that evening ſhe remained in one of the apart- 
ments of the royal palace; at night he cauſed 
her to be removed with great ſecrecy hither, 
and the next night having diſpatched four 


truſty ſlaves beſore, he ſet out with her, and an 


old woman to attend her, with intent, as I 
apprehended, to croſs the ſeas, and retire into 
the kingdom of Zocotora.” | | 

Notwithſtanding the joy 1 felt at the cer- 
tainty of Margeon's being ſtill alive, I could 
not help falling again into a deep concern, 


when I conſidered that ſhe was now 'more out- 


of my power than ever, and which was worſt 
of all, in the hands of Zalvon. When the firſt 
tranſports of my fury were over, and reaſon 
came again in ſome meaſure to take place, 1 ſet 
| myſelf to contemplate the ſtate J was in, and 
to find out that courſe which was moſt proper 
For me to purſue. Ah! ſaid I, within myſelf, 
- without queſtion, Margeon, to avoid death, 
has confeſſed to this villain the whole of our 
adventures, and he, not queſtioning my prompt- 
neſs to revenge the unhappy perſons, whoſe 
blood he has ſhed on my account, determined 
to avoid a ſure and deſerved fate, ay a ſudden 
and well-contrived flight. Perfidious wretch! 
how has he contrived to puniſh me, as well as 
to ſcandalize his maſter, by carrying away with 
him all that I held dear in this world. Un- 


happy, miſerable Katife! Why, why didſt 


not thou hearken to the tender words, the 
heaving ſighs, and the falling tears of the 


hapleſs Margeon'? Did ſhe not tell you plainly 


enough when ſhe went out, every thing that has 
Aince paſſed, but you would not believe her ? 
Ah no! blame then thyſelf alone, and refle& 

| | no- 
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nobody elſe; it is you, and you alone who have 
given her up to miſery; to miſery, do I Tay? 
yes; to the utmoſt, the moſt 'tieteſted miſery ! 
for that baſe dog could only ſave her life to 
violate her honour; ſhocking thought! do 1 
ſurvive it ? Juſt Heaven; on which ſide ſoever 
I turn me, how horrid is the ſcene! Nothin 

in this extremity could determine me to live, 
but the uncertainty I am yet under, as to the 


fate of this beloved woman, and the 'glowing 


defire L feel to avenge her wrongs, by ſtrikin 
with his deſerved death, that execrable traitor 
Zalvon. | * Oy Ry 
Theſe conſiderations, as they reſtrained m 
arm, ſo they obliged me to return to the pa- 
lace. I gave an account to the Sultan, that the 
Vizir was fled, and that he had carried away 


wih him Mergeon; and my relation was fo 


moving, thut he could mot refrain from tears. 


- "us Fg eie dene however, hat #mutediane 
fearoh Tho 


uld be made by land and Tea, and the 


_ Vizir of the fea, on. made report, that 
the veſſel, on board which, according to the 


black eunuch's #nformation, Zalvon had Giled, 
weighed anchor tight days before For Zocotora, 
My dear Ketife, cried the Sultan, take us many 
ſhips of war as you | purfae after your 
enemy, and ufe all diligence to get him into 

your power; bring with you your miſtreſs, 
and by your preſence reſtore me to the quiet 
which your abſence will deprive me of, — 


Fly, fly, Katife, that your return may be quick. 


My zeal, you may believe, anſwered to that 
of his Majeſty's I flew accordingly to the port, 
and went on board the beſt ſailor of four ſhips, 
which Meſri, Vizir of the ſea, choſe for me; 
and having a proper letter from the Sultan my 
maſter, to the King of Zocotara, we inſtantly 
ſet ſail with the three other ſhips, determined 
| ns to 
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to do our utmoſt for the coming up with the 
infamous raviſher of Margeon. 1 4 448 11 
We ſailed about five days with a wind the 
moſt favourable we could have wiſhed, but ſud- 
denly changed, and in ſpite of all we could do, 
it obliged us to croſs the Indian fea, and to put 
into the noble haven of Calicut, the metropolis. 
of a famous kingdom on the coaſt of Malabar. 
Thence we ſailed again, and in deſpair believ- 
ing all loſt by this unlucky delay, I put up 
continual vows to Heaven for ſucceſs, and thotfe , 
petitions were not unheard, altho' they brought 
me into new diſtreſs and dangers. Our ſhip _ 
was expoſed to the fury of a new tempeſt, which 
toſſed us with incredible vehemence, fat ex- 
ceeding what had happened to us before. In 
vain our ſailors exerted their utmoſt care and 
ſtrength, the violence of the winds threw us, 
in ſpite of all endeavours, on the coaſt of Ayan, 
and in the midſt of our diſtreſs, not knowing 
what to do, we found ourſelves attacked by 
three veſſels, Corſairs roaming for plunder. As 
our men were unequally matched, and extreme- 
ly fatigued with the terrible labour they had ſa 
long been expoſed to, we cannot fuffer in your 
opinions for ſubmitting to the enemy, when 
they carried us immediately into Brava, a fa- 
598 port for fitting out ſuch kind of veſ- 
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The His roxy of the Adventures of 
Katie and Margen. 


(Continued.)) 


II is abſolutely impoſſible for me to give 
Frm an idea of that extreme grief which 
ſeized me. The moment I became a captive, 
it came into my head to throw myſelf into the 
| fea, and 1 had done it that moment, but for 
the glimmering hope that our three veſſels might 
come up, and deliver us ere we got into Brava, 
However, I firmly reſolved to accompliſh that 
dreadful deſign, rather than contznue any time 
in ſlavery. My deſpair hindered not my giving 
our crew ſtri&t orders not to diſcover either the 
quality of myſelf, or of Meſri, the Vizir of 
the ſea; and, in the midſt of my misfortunes, 
it was ſome conſolation to ſee them faithfully 
Tetain the ſecret, ſo that, if any thing offered, 
our rank hindered not our ranſom. At Brava, 
on a diſtribution of the booty, I and the Vi- 
zir fell to the ſhare: of the Governor of the 
town, who, according to theiricuſtom, has the 


| N tenth of the priſoners. Finding this, I quitted 


al once all hope, and began to think. ſeriouſly 
of executing the deſign I had formed againſt 
my life. As it is common for perſons under 
ſuch kind of ſorrows, to ſhew ſome outward 
ſigns of diſorder, Meſri ſoon ann 
3 | | ſome 
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ſome fatal thing was revolving in my breaſt. 
He therefore took upon him to examine me, 
and to endeavour, by wiſe and gentle counſel, 
to mitigate my deſpair. 

& Sir, ſaid he to me, you have indulged too 
long this. baneful chagrin ;. you ought, on this 
occaſion, to exert your courage to the utmoſt, 
and preſerve yourſelf for the ſake of the charm- 
ing Margeon, who no doubt ſtands: in need of 
your aſſiſtance. I dare aſſure you we ſhall not 
de long in this unhappy ſituation that we are 
at preſent ; for as there arrives in this port veſ- 
ſels from all nations, I ſhall find an opportu- 


nity, without giving the leaſt ſuſpicion, to | 


make our. captivity known to the Sultan of 
Aden, who, you are-truly; fenſible, loves you 
too well, not to employ all poſſible means, to 
procure our liberty, and Ido not doubt, but 
we: ſhall ſoon. recover your lovely widow. )“ 
This ſoothing; di ſcourſe ſome what calmed the 
violence of my: grief, and I reſolved to reſign 
myſelf: entirely tothe decrees of Providence, 
and: to attend patiently.whatever event it thought 
proper to ſend in my affairs. EF a ; 
I had been about. three weeks with my new 
maſter; and heard with ſatisſackion all his ſlaves 
praiſe him. One day he ordered me to be call- 
ed into the palace, and as ſoon as I entered, 
Mani, ſaid he, (that as it was the name I took 
when ſerved my dear widow, ſo I make uſe 
of it again on; this occaſion) © My. ſyn is to 
be married. in fifteen days, and I intend to ho- 
nour the nuptials with a play as I promiſed to 
the. ladies on: my Seragli o, and to his intended 
A who takes delight in ſuch, diverſions.“ 
ir (replied I to the Governor, whoſe: name was 
Almamon) I delighted in ſhews all my life, 
there never. paſſed a company of. comedians 


through Aden, but I folldwed.:them immedi- 
| = _ ately; 
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ately; if you pleaſe to have a theatre erected 
in the great hall, your orders ſhall be execut- 
ed with the utmoſt expedition. That is exactly 
what I would have, anſwered Almamon, I will 
have you manage the affair in this apartment 
where we are, in the beſt manner you can; ſhe. 
whom I deſign for my daughter-in-law, lives 
in the palace, where ſhe has been brought up 
from her infancy. I obſerve with extreme plea- 
ſure between her and my ſon, that tender ſym- 
pathy, which is requiſite to make a happy mar- 
riage, and 1 am the better content with this 
union, becauſe I know her family, and am ſens: 
ſible ſhe is deſcended. from honeſt parents, Who 
have been honoured with very conſiderable em- 
ployments in their country, which they diſ- 
charged with great juſtice and probity. She 
and my ſon are paſſionatety fond of: theſe; 
amuſements, and for theſe three or four years 
paſt, IJ have entertained all the comedians that 
have paſſed through Brava, for the diverſion of 
my family; and as I know ſome of my flaves 
are capable enough of acting ſuch farces, I 
would have ſomè pretty entertainment ſuitable 
for ſuch a f e This is the firſt 
thing I have to ſay to you, my dear Mani, but 
I have another ſecret to communicate to you of 
much more conſequence, continued the Gover- 
nor. I have purchaſed, the other day; a ſlave 
named Zobeyas, with whom I am extremely in 
love, nay, to ſuch a degree, 1 I know not 
even the ſtate of my own heart with regard to 
her; when I go to, ſee her, I reſolve to diſ- 
cover my paſſion; but the moment I approach 
her, reſpect forces me to painful lence: What 
yet adds to my uneaſineſs is, that I obſerve her 
always plunged in a deep melancholy, ſhe 
keeps her birth and condition an impenetrable 
ſecret, for all the people who were in the vel; 
Vol. II. 5 WW Sy y-Y 
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ſel in which ſhe was caſt away upon this coaſt, 
_ either. periſhed in the fea, or were killed in 
defending her, againſt the privateers of Brava. 
I fancy that it is 3n your power 'to draw me 
out of this difficulty, by finding out ſome way 
to penetrate theſe myſteries and to diſpel that 
gloomy. 'melancholy. I will inſtantly give you 
an opportunity to fee her, and you will ſoog 
be able to judge the cauſe of her affliction; en- 
deavour to perſuade her, that I am extremely 
concerned at her ſorrow, and that I will do 
every thing in my power to eaſe her pam. Sir, 


| faid I to Almamon, I have a true fenſe of the. 


hondour you do me in this commiſſion, and ſhall 
endeavour to perform your commands with the 


greateſt diligence imaginable, and will go this 


moment to work for your ſatisfaction. I im- 
mediately. exerted all 8 endeavours to embel- 
liſn the ſalon; I worked for two days with all 


the care I- was able; nor was my labour loſt, 


ſince every thing I Had done was extremely 
agreeable to my maſter. While he was praiſing 
my performances, his fon, Who was to be 
married, came into the room where we were, 
and with him, the fair ſlave, whom Almamon 
honoured with his affection, the young lord 


found the theatre and the other preparations 


exactly to his taſte, and ſeemed very much de- 
lighted; but my maſter, who thought of no- 
thing but that young lady, ran to her in an'ex- 


taſy, and took pains to divert her, by explain- 


ing, as well as he could, the meaning of all 
theſe fine things. But how great was my ſur⸗ 
prize, When 1 beheld in that ſlave, my incom- 
parable Margeon, If I was maſter enough of 
myſelf 'comtinued Katife, not to diſcover the 
joy I felt in that moment, at finding my charm- 
ing widow, my ſorrow was not leſs when I 
reflected, that ſhe was in the power of my maſ- 
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ter, who had ſo lately diſcovered: to) me the 
violent. paſſion he had for her. But it was 
not the ſame. with my lovely miſtreſs, ſhe ran 
to me with open arms, and embraced me with 
great tenderneſs, ſending} forth a cry of jay, 
which ſufficiently ſhewed the: regard: ſhe had 
for my perſon; the fight of this ſo diſquiet- 
ed . Governor, that he was not able to ſpeak 


F 
EVENING LVII. | 


The HtsToxy of the Adventures of 


(Continued:). 


ARDON, my lord, the firſt effects of a 
P ſurpriſe in, which Zobeyas was not miſtreſs 
of herſelf, ſaid the witty „ Lam not 
at all amazed at the marvellous taſte that 
reigns in your houſe, ſince you have in your 
power a man, who has not only a particular 
genius for ſuch decorations. but excels. in all 
manner of pathetick repreſentations; ' without 
being a comedian, he has all their talents: He 
is my deceaſed, huſband's brother, who alſo had 
a great propenſity to theſe ſort of pleaſures; we 
uſed often to „ this man- 
ner, and play amongſt ourſelves the moſt ten- 
der pieces of the oriental poets, nay, we were 
able. to compoſe extempore ſeyeral things in 

5 "FM | proſe, 


8 1 * TEES 
— © FS * 4 a K 
— * I * * 8 
* - 8 . AAS . 2 9 . oo q 
a 2 7 * «OT 
* * * 


3 


SF MKOCUL TALES. 
proſe; which they would not have been aſham- 

ed to own as their invention. Be not aſtoniſh- 

ed then, my lord, if the fight of this man, filled 

my heart with an immoderate joy, and if I ex- 

preſſed it in marks a little too lively; for meet - 

ing with him in a manner ſo unexpected, it 
ſeemed to me, as if my dear huſband had been 
tiſen from the dead. I flatter myſelf that you 
will not diſapprove the teſtimony I have juſt 
given him of a perfect friendſhip, 
WMhatever ſurpriſe 1 felt at the fight of Mar- 
geon, continued Katife, the extreme attention 
Almamon gave to her diſcourſe, allowed me 
time to conſider, how I was to act my part, in 
order to maintain the character, and repreſent 

the perſonſhe had made me; in order to this 

I addreffed” her in the following terms. 

« Lovely Zobeyas, ſaid I, the unhappy Mani 
feels no longer the weight of his chains, ſince 

he ſhares them with you, and is bleſt with ſo 
good a maſter, I meed not tell you that croſ- 
ſing the ſea, on purpoſe to find you out, and 

if poſſible to reſtore you to your friends and 
country; in this voyage a tempeſt threw me on 
the coaſt of Brava, and thereby occaſioned my 
loſs of liberty, an accident, my dear ſiſter, 
which ought to be conſidered; as an' event the 
moſt lucky which could befal us, fince it has 
brought us into the power of the moſt generous 
Almamon,* | Faro 

Our noble lord loves you, Zobeyas, he 

' imagined that you might have perceived, in 
ſome meaſure, his paſhon, by the tendernefs 
and reſpe& with which he has hitherto treat- 
ed you; which is not common from a maſter;,; #* 
to his ſlave, but finding that you did not under 
ſtand his meaning, and remained ignorant of 
the extreme regard he had for you, he com- 
manded me to inform you of his ar" 
FR whic 
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which he flatters himſelf will not be diſagree- 
able to you.” Margeon, who, from her firſt 
coming obſerved the inclination Almaman had 
for her, interrupted me immediately, and ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to the Governor. My lord, 
ſaid ſhe, it was not at all neceſſary that Mani | 
ſhould be made the interpreter of your Raft. 

A ſoft ſympathy, againſt which 1 was not able 
to defend myſelf, made 'me conceive for.you, T1 
the greateſt friendſhip ' I am capable of, from 
the firſt moment I had the honour to fee you, 
which has rendered my captivity more ſupport- 
able, for unleſs my heart had been poſſeſſed 
with theſe ſentiments, I ſhould” not have 
ſtrength to'' ſupport my chains; your bounty, 
my lord, has indeed. rendered them fo eaſy, 
that you have left me nothing to aſk; he 
aſſured then, my lord, that I can deny you 
nothing that is conſiſtent with my honour to 
nennen 
Almamon, Who had been extremely uneaſy 
at his finding Zobeyas and IJ were ſo well ac- 
quainted, was however very much touched at 
what the lovely perſon had juſt ſaid; “„ Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, notwithſtanding the tenderneſs I 
have had for you, I cannot at this moment ac- 
count to myſelf for the ſituation of my heart; 
if J was in love at the ſight of ' Zobeyas, I 
did not in that moment feel theſe” tamultuous 
tranſports, which are the characters of a paſſion 
of which one ought to be afraid, when it ſeizes | 
our fenſes with too grrat violence. On the #* 
contrary, I felt in my ſoul a calm, which I had 

| never *fdund' before on the like occaſion, It 

| ſeemed as if nature took delight to engrave in 1 

my Kesrt, ſentiments of the moſt profound reſ- 


pect, which ſtifled thoſe deſires, which your 

raviſhing beauty is capable of producing; I am 4 
ignorant of the reaſon, but ſo it is, I proteſt 
— 399 3 3 : 1 to - 
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to you, it gave me a very, ſenſible pleaſure to, 
' ſee, that the preſence, of Mani made you for 
ſome time, forget your. grief.” For you, my. 
friend, ſaid Almamon returning to. me, Why 
in the preſent conjuncture did you endeavour, 
to hide your. talents? You, are not ignorant 
that the world, is. but one great theatre, in 
which we all perform our parts, that the cha- 
raters we repreſent in our 3 are only the 
copies of true originals; the ſuperſtitious, the 
cheat, the lyar, the flaiterer, the miſer: Do 
they not furniſn us with , continual. ſubje&s of 
remark? In fine, human, nature is an inex- 
hauſtible fund, my dear Mani, for ſuch enter- 
tainments, and without going out of his own 
family, with, a little attention, a man might 
pick up every day the ground-work of a new 
play. Mankind in; general, . ſcarce. excepting 
one, are more or leſs ridiculous; nay I, who 
am now ſpeaking to you, may perhaps be more 
ſe than another; and; laugh at others fox their 
faults, without being: ſenſible of my own. Love 
blinds, us all, For example: How is it poſſible, 
that the. Cadi who is a man of ſtrict probity, 
and poſſeſſed of all the excellent qualities that 
we could wiſh in mortal, perceives not that he 
caſts a blemiſh, upon them all, by a haughty air, 
and an inſupportable fierceneſs? Would it 
not be better if he approached. a little nearer 
to other men, and by an affable behaviour ren- 
der himſelf. admired,. inſtead of being hated, 
perhaps with reaſon; ought he not to endea- 
vour to gain the hearts of all thoſe with whom 
he has Pa inſtead of having them ap- 
proach. him trembling, that even thoſe. who 
ain their cauſe, go away from the tribunal, dif- 


* 


isfhed-with their judge. 
Does not that old Muſſulman, Who, in his 
decrepid age, acts the gallant, give ONE. a. juſt 

| | occafion 
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occaſion: to laugh, when he is fool enqugh to 
imagine that he in reality poſſeſſes the hearts-of 
the unhappy ſlaves in the Seraglio; and is it 
not, at the ſame time, intolerably ridiculous, 
to ſee thoſe very women, who ſecretly. deteſt 

and loath every action of this old dotard; not- 
withſtanding all this, continually diſputing of 
his charms, with the greateſt warmth, and 

ſhewing againſt each other, all thoſe motions 
of jealouſy, which naturally attend the moſt 
ſincere paſſions, whilſt they abhor him who. is 
the object. | 485 FE = 
„Who can forbear laughing to ſee that young 
empiric carried in a gilt palanquin, by twenty- 
four ſlaves, who are relieved every hour thro? 
all parts of the town, to ſhew his vanity in 
the: moſt ridiculous light, as if he imagined that 
this farce could make the common people be- 
lieve, that nobody was ſo capable as himſolf, 
to diſcharge: the poſt he enjoys under a great 
Lord. Dreſſed in the richeſt ſilks of the Baſh, 
he thinks it a, diſhanour to be ſaluted in his 
caquipage by a man on foot, or ill dreſſed; he 
is now in favour with the great, carries his 
head up to the clouds, and looks upon earth 
with diſdain; becauſe; he is more happy than 
the man he. refuſes to ſalute to- day; he forgets, 
that, very lately he would have been glad: to ro- 
cei ve a ſmall ſalary from him. This perſon, who 
at preſent changes his habit three or four times 
every ſeaſon, has the aſſurance not to remem- 
ber that his winter robe was to ſerve him in 
the ſummer, with no other difference, than 
wearing it cloſe or open, according as the 
weather required. 8 
Agree then with me, my friend, and let us 
ridicule the foibles of mankind in general, our 
matter is inexhauſtible; and as our paſſions are 
ioo ſtrong for our teaſon, and render us blind 
8 2 tQ 
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to our own faults, ſo they juſtly expoſe us to 
the raillery of others; exert then, on this occa- 
ſion, your genius, and thoſe happy natural ta- 
lents, which Zobeyas has ſo much praiſed, and 
I believe it will not be difficult for you to 
give us inſtantly, ſome little witty entertain- 


ments.“ Ge roi 7 I 0 5 
I bowed to the earth, continued Katife, to 


let the governor underſtand I was ready to obey 
him, and waited to hear what Zobeyas would 
ſay ; as ſhe had a great deal of wit, ſhe eafily 
gueſſed that I was greatly embarraſſed, and re. 
ſolved to make uſe of the favourable diſpoſi- 
tion Almamon was in with regard to us, and 
as ſhe obſerved his credulity as to every thin 

we had told him, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to him 
in the following manner. My Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
our common affliftions, and the ſtate we are in, 
will not permit us to give you. at preſent any 
thing diverting, nor to repeat any of thoſe 
ſpeeches which my huſband, Mani, and I uſed 
to play with ſome grace ; but misfortunes have 
in. a great meaſure blotted them out of our 
memory; be pleaſed to excuſe us for a little 
time, and permit your ſlaves to repeat the parts 
they have learned and in the interim we will 
endeavour to recolle& ſome diverting interlude, 
which I doubt not, but we ſhall, be able te 
perform. 11 ii "193-6 1 ED; 
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EVENING LIX. 


The Hisrory of the Adventures of 
Katie and Mar geon. 


(Continued 0 


98 Governor of Brava approved all that 
Margeon propoſed, and I was not a little 
ſatisfied, becauſe this delay gave me time to 
compoſe myſelf in ſuch 'a manner, that I might 
give no umbrage to Alniamon. I was ſoon af- 
ter a ſpectator, with my charming widow, of a 
little paſtoral which was ated by our maſter's 


ſlaves, It was intermixed with dancing and 


ſongs, and all the actors performed their parts 


tolerably well. When this diverſion was finiſh- | 


ed, Almamon put Margeon in mind of her pro- 
miſe. I am going to oblige you, my Lorq, 
ſaid ſhe. Then addreſſing herſelf to me, call to 
your remembrance my dear friend. Pardon, ſaid 
ſhe to the governor, my Lord, theſe terms of 
tenderneſs, which I have always accuſtomed 
to treat my brother with, during the life-time 
of my huſband. Recollect I ſay, continued ſhe, 
that tender intrigue was ſo often acted; I mean 


the ſtory of Mirza, the young widow who was 


ſo violently ſolicited by an officer in the King 
of Java's guards to eſpouſe him. She found in 
Hindbad (that was the name of her lover) all 
the merit imaginable, but as ſhe found great 

N - 7 diſagreement 
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diſagreement in her former marriage, and as 
ſhe was perſuaded that few men have for their 
Wives, all that attachment and. complaiſance 
they profeſs in the time' of courtſhip, ſhe re- 
ſolved to make him give her two proofs, the 
moſt ſingular ſhe: Subtinvant Te 
After this manner, Margeon, under the names 
of Mirza and Hindbad, recounted to the com- 
pany all our adventures diſtinctly, to the laſt 
viſit ſhe made me in man's apparel, in the pa- 
lace of the Sultan. The great danger her life 
was in by my obſtinate ſilence, the neceſſity ſhe 
found herſelf under to diſcover her ſex to the. 
Vizir, the love he conceived for her, their 
| ge and in what manner that. unworthy mi- 
niſter was cut in a hundred. pieces, whilſt the 
veſſel wherein ſhe was; had the misfortune to 
be attacked by the Corſairs.. Mirza, continued 
ſne, by ſome: adventures that ſignify little. to 
relate, after two, years, met with Hindbad in 
the iſle of Ceylon; ſhe could, not help diſco- 
varing extreme joy at the ſight of him; but 
when ſhe began to. reflect, that he, was the 
cauſe of all her misfortunes, ſhe made him the 
ſharpeſt reproaches: a while after, in terms like 
theſe, Margeon played her part the more na- 
tural, becauſe ſhe. really believed ſhe had juſt 
cauſe to complain of me, under the name of 
Mirza; ſhe complained ſo movingly of the ob- 
ſtinacy with which I kept ſilence, and with 
Te much force, made me ſenſible of the deplo- 
rable. ſtate. ſhe had been reduced to before 
that day, that ſhe drew tears from all the aſſem- 
bly. For me, to. whom theſe reproaches were 
_ deſigned ; I was ſo. violently agitated, that I 
cannot expreſs in how lively and natural a 
manner I juſtified myſelf to her, under the 
name of Hindbad, I durſt not at that moment 
turn my eyes towards the governor, _ 24 | 
ou 
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ſhould make ſome diſcovery of my real ſenti- 
ments; but went on in my part, and in few 
words, gave a perfect picture of my ſufferings 
khrough her caprices, without ever being re- 

warded; and 'I made her very well underſtand, 
that I knew nothing of the Vizir's villainous 
practice, which was the reaſon I did not yield 
to her prayers; that all the wrong was on her 
ſide, and that I had juſt cauſe to fear, if I had 
ſpoken, that I ſhould have forfeited her eſ- 
teem, and loſt the reward of all my pains. 1 
informed her afterwards of every thing I had 
done fince her departure, the many ways I had 
tried to deliver me from the baſe Vizir, and 
that the joy it gave me to have found her in the 
te of Ceylon, to ſee her alive, and out of the 
power of the Vizir, Was fo great, that I had 
nearly expired at the firſt iuerview; and as 1 
was in a ſtate capable f conducting her back 
to Java, 1 flattered myſelf me would there 
crown my conſtanoe . 

As love, moſt excellent ladies, is al elo- 
quent on occaſions like theſe, - continued Ka- 
tife, T acquitted myſelf well of my part, an 


inte d in my turn, under the name of Hi FY BS 


bad, in the brigmieſt colours, and moſt natural 
all that I had fuffered for Mirza, düring the 
two years of my trial, the aſtoniſhing (combats 
in which I got the victoy, the violent grief T 
felt for her loſs, the fury that my ſoul was ani- 
mated with againſt her raviſher, I imprinted, 
by degrees, all theſe moving ſcenes ſo:de 
in the Kearts of my hearers, chat they all pitied 
me, and even ſhed tears atitheorecitaliof my 
forrows, which they looked upon to lbe only 
imaginary, and ꝓurſt out into execrations-againft 
the memory of the perfid ious Vizit.; they lou 
ly applauded the conclufion of this ſcene, which 
crowned: the patience and fidelity of the ten- 
1 | | 5 der 
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der Hindbad, after all the croſſes he had met 
with in his love, and by a happy marriage in 
the embraces of his miſtreſs, put an end to all 
his anxiety. | 
Tho' Almamon mightily praiſed the ſcene we 
Had been acting, and though he expreſſed a 
good deal of ſatisfaction at the reconciliation 
of Hindbad and Mirza; yet the vivacity, and 
the natural manner in which we had repreſent- 
ed the adventures of theſe two lovers, gave 
him ſome inquietude, and juſtified the manner 
in which he behaved himſelf to us after- 
wards: - i gt SITION „„ 
He had been too much pleaſed with our man- 
ner of playing, not to deſire that we ſhould 
perform ſomething at the feaſt he was to give 


for the marriage of his ſon, and having order- | 


ed me to manage the ſcenes we were to repre- 
ſent, I thought in the. a, to introduce 

one, wherein I might make my fair widow un- 
derſtand that I hoped ſoon to deliver her from 
| ſlavery. Mirza had already made odertures, 
he had found in Brava a rich factor of Aden, 
: who for the ſake of carrying on his commerce 
with the inhabitants of that city, had a veſſel 
then in the port; he confided ſo far in this 
man, as to inform him of our condition; the 
factor, ſeduced: by the hopes of a great reward, 
re ſol ved to run through all riſques to ſet us at 
liberty. It was neceſſary. that I ſhould inſtru& | 
Margeon, that ſhe might before-hand take pro- | 
per meaſures ; and as there was no hopes, that 
the governor. would conſent to our ranſom, I 
thought at poſlible, by ſome ſingular invention, 
to let her know after what manner ſhe muſt 
conduct herſelf, in order to eſcape from the 


ſeraglio of Almamon. n are! 
I found the night that was deſtined for the 
wedding of our young Lord, would afford me 
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too good an opportunity to be neglected. In 
the diſtribution of the ſcenes that I was to play 
with Margeon, I compoſed one, in which, dif- 
guiſed in the habit of a man, ſhe was to receive 
a letter, that diſcovered the whole meaning of 
the piece; but as I could never ſpeak to her, 
but in the preſence of the governor, ſo, whilſt 


I was preparing the ſcenes, I could do nothing; 


but was forced to reſerve it, till the day deſign- 
ed for our departure, and this to me feemed ve- 
ry eaſy, as the feaſt and comedy, would then 
put all the family in a hurry, I flattered my- 
ſelf it would afford us an opportunity to eſcape. 
without any body's taking notice of it, —— 
Therefore I thought of nothing, but how to 
put in execution the project I had agreed on 
with Mirza and our factor of Aden. ; 
The day of the ceremony at laſt arrived ; the 
feaſt was compleat ; the ſlaves repreſented their 
paſtoral to a wonder, the interlude, compoſed 
of ſongs and dances, was very well executed, 
and the comedy acted by Margeon and I, pleaſ- 
ed the governor and his wives; in a word, they 
were all raviſhed with the new ſcene ; where- 
fore, under the pretext of delivering the letter, 
which belonged to the ſubject of the play, I 
ſlipt into the hand of my lovely widow, the 
billet which informed her what ſhe muſt do, 
When the diverſion was over, to join me, in 
order to take our flight together. Almamon, 
who ſuſpected our conduct, ſtarted up abruptly; 
and ſeized the billet, and having by theſe means, 
in one moment, diſcovered all the deſign, he 
fell into ſo violent a paſſion, that taking his ſas 
bre in his hand, he fell upon me, intending to 
cut off my head. | ' 5 : bh e BIS ien 
But as the part I had acted, obliged me to 
be armed, I had an opportunity to defend my. 
ſelf, tho” I did not attack Almamon, whom I 
"IRIS. K might 
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might have killed if I would, but 1 only par. 
ried the ſtrokes he made at me; he eaſily per. 
ceived the care I took not to hurt him, tho! 
in ſo delicate an affair; ſo ceaſing to purſue, 
he put up his ſabre, and ordered his ſlaves to 
take me, threatening me with the moſt cruel . 
death if I did not ſurrender my arms. 
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EVENING IX. 


The Adventures of Katiſe and 
. Margeon. 


(Continued.) 
A® 1 found it impoſſible to reſiſt any longer, 


but that I muſt be overcome by the num- 
bers who ſurrounded me, I laid my ſabre at the 
feet of Almamon : You are, the maſter of my 
life, ſaid I to him, but you are ſenſible I might 
bave been maſter of your's, if the reſpe& I have 
for you, had not ſtaid my hand. And Iam 
well affured that when the firſt motions of your, 
anger is over, you will do me juſtice, 24g | 
whatever inclination you may have for Zgbey- 
as, you will not endeavour to divide two Hearts, 
which have been ſo long united by indiſſoluble 
bonds; death alone can ſeparate us: Impoſe 
upon us whatever ranſom you pleaſe, I will 
take care that it ſhall/ very ſoon be paid you 
with thanks: But if, contrary to all the laws 
of humanity and honour, you uſe your pes 
ö ne 
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tick power over our perſons, the Sultan of Aden 
whoſe Prime Vizir I am, and who is already 
apprized of our fituation, will come in perſon 
to revenge my death; and after having put all 
this city into blood and fire, he will cauſe you 
to expire, in the moſt dreadful torments. 
Almamon, who was before blinded with fury, 
imagined all I had ſaid, was only the ſequel of 
the fraud, - which he thought he had diſcovered 
in the letter, and therefore began to load me 
with the baſeſt names in the world. Vile 
flave, ſaid he, do you join your menaces to 
your imprudence? Ah! is it thus that you 
— _ to play upon your maſter, and abuſe his 
Ekindneſs, which has been extended to you un- 
til this day? - Your inſolent diſcourſe does not 
affright me. I know the Sultan of Aden better 
than you do. I honour him, yet great as he 
is, I do not fear him, becauſe I know him to 
be juſt, Tremble then at the approaches of 
thoſe torments I ſhall put you to, for your 
treaſon and impoſture ; he then gave orders that 
I ſhould be taken out of his preſence, and con- 
fined under a ſtrong guard until the next day. 
They were going to execute his orders, ju 
as Margeon threw herſelf at his feet: My 
lord, faid ſhe, Mani does not impoſe upon 
you, you have in a great meaſure been ſeniible 
of our misfortunes from the time, that under 
borrowed names, we repreſented them before 
you; do not you end cruelly in paſſion, a 
ſcene you ſaw with pleaſure in a calmer mind, 
and after having yourſelf wiſhed chat Katife, 
under the name of Hindbad, might in tranqui- 
lity enjoy. his miftreſs, barbarouſly - make the 
miſerable Margeon this day, the innocent cauſe 
of his death. | 3 93 ON 
What have the affairs of Margeon and Ka» 
tife to do with thoſe things, which are tranſ- 
* K 2 àcted 
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ated in my houſe, ſaid the Governor briſkly. 

My lord, replied the beautiful widow, my name 

is not Zobeyas. Born of an et £4 parent, I 
*. 


had the misfortune to loſe him, the perſe · 
cution of a perfidious Vizir, to avoid the cruel 
effects of whoſe jealouſy, he was obliged to 
fly from his country, about fifteen years ago, 
taking with him a ſon, then twelve years old: 
After that fatal time, my fiſter and I remained 
with a near relation of my father's, where we 
ſuffered the ſtrongeſt aſſaults of inconſtant for- 
tune. Ah! my lord, continued ſhe, .all the ſad 
events we have related to you under borrowed 
names, could never have happened to the 
-wretched Margeon, if ſhe had not been de- 
prived of her father. 'The: unfortunate Abou- 
Tiam! the unfortunate Abouriam! cried the 
Governor, juſt heaven! What was 1 going to 
do? Ah! this then was the ſource of my 
tenderneſs for Zobeyas: Come then, my child, 
come and know, your maſter, your unfortunate 
father, whom the rage of the Vizir Valvon 
forced to depart from Aden. I not only ap- 
prove of your union with the faithful Katife, 
Who well deſerves your tenderneſs, and who J 
hope: will forget the ill treatment I have juſt 
mow. given him; but I muſt conjure him to 
confirm the marriage of my ſon, with the young 
Khaled his ſiſter, this beautiful child was taken 
from Aden about ten or twelve years ago. I 
bought her with her nurſe, and as ſoon. as I 
Was informed what family ſhe was of, (for I 
knew. them very well,) from that moment, I 
deſtined her to this union with my ſon; 
heaven ſeems to approve my choice, by inſpir- 
ing this charming couple with the moſt lively 
and tender ſentiments for each other that can 


. 
df 4 


moved 


ment, and how much ſatisfaction this happy 


e gave me; we were in an inſtant te- 
from the moſt violent deſpair, to the 
moſt perfect joy. Touched with the bounty of 


7 


heaven, I threw myſelf at the Governor's knees, 


and embraced them with the utmoſt tenderneſs : 


Ah! my lord, faid I, what thanks can I ren- 
der you, when you join me to my adorable 


Margeon, which is the 9 happineſs to 


which I can aſpire. Vou deſerve her (replied 
Abouriam, raiſing me up) by your conſtancy, 


which is beyond example. I will not defer 


your happineſs a moment, the Iman that is 
ſent for on my ſon's account, ſhall crown your 
loves. „ — 
The Governor's orders were immediately exe- 
cuted, the Iman performed the uſual ceremo- 
nies, and the reſt of the evening was ſpent, as 
you may believe, with extreme joy and plea- 
ſure. Tho' I did not, ſaid he, bring Margeon 


and her younger_ſiſter with me to Brava, do 


not imagine that my tenderneſs for them was 
leſs than for their brother. I left them in the 
arms of my ſiſter, who loved them paſſonate- 
ly; and though ſhe had been twice married, 
never had any children, and was then a wi- 
dow, By her means it was that I kept a con- 
ſtant correſpondence in Aden, nor did I del- 
pair of returning again to my country. Zalvon, 
who was chief favourite to the Grand Vizir, 


and who aſpired himſelf to that high dignity, 
was one invincible obſtacle; I had every thing 
to fear from the effects of his hate; he hid 
| hold of every occaſion to work my ruin, till 


at laſt he obliged me to fly from Aden, and 
nothing but his death, can give me juſt reaſon 


to hope that 1 ſhalf one day return to” mr 
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It is impoſſible, illuſtrious Genii, to expreſs 
the exceſs of pleaſure Margeon felt in that mo- 
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country. Ah! my lord, cried Margeon, was 
it the Vizir Zalvon who was your perſecutor ? 
It is poſſible you may have mentioned him. be- 
fore, but the ſituation I was then in, rendered 
it not proper for me to interrupt you. It was 
that infamous Zalvon, my lord, who carried 
me from Aden. It was he who would have 
conducted me to the iſle of Zocotora, and who 


menaced me in the moſt terrible manner, and 


tried the moſt abominable methods to make me 
conſent to his brutal paſſion. But juſt heaven, 
who always protects the innocent, permitted him 
not to ſucceed. The violent tempeſt threw us 
on this coaſt, where the inhabitants attacked 
our veſſel, and ſoon made themſelves maſters 
of it, after having given that perfidious Vizir 
a hundred wounds, who indeed, on this occa- 


fon, behaved with great bravery ; but finding 


himſelf ſurrounded by his enemies, and ſen- 
fible there was no hope left, he lifted up his 


arm to make me a ſacrifice to his. barbarous 


fury, at which inſtant one of your brave ſol- 
diers made his head fall at my feet. Zalvon is 


dead, my lord, and Katife is our Sultan's chief 


favourite; he was fortunate enough, as we have 
before recounted, to ſave that Monarch's life 
three times in one expedition, and that gene- 
rous Prince, touched with a ſenſe of his ſer- 


vices,» has nominated him a Prime Vizir. Aſ- 


ſured of my ſpouſe's being capable to protect 
vou, if 1 return to Aden, the Sultan will cer- 
tainhy do juſtice to your innocence, and will 
cauſe to be reſtored to you, the goods which 


_ were confiſcated upon you retiring out of that 


kingdom, I ſaw the tears ſpringing into Abou- 
riam's eyes while Margeon was giving him this 


© account. Is Zalvon no more? (cried he, tran- 


Dotted with joy) heaven has | at laſt puniſhed 


Bis crimes, Ah ! my dear. child, ſee our mis- 


fortunes 


my 
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fortunes have, at length, an end. I have al- 
ways had an ardent deſire to ſee * country, 
and my children again; and this is by far too 
favourable an occaſion for me to let ſlip. I 
will<therefore comply with the defire of my 
daughter, and return with you unto Aden. My 
lord, replied I, do as you have ſaid, and be 
aſſured of ſharing with me, the favour of our 
Monarch ; beſides, I ſhall have occaſion for 
your ſage councils, and your experience to. 
enable me to diſcharge the functions of my 
office, and to put it in my power, by a wiſe 
and gentle adminiſtration, to gain the love and 
applauſe of the people. e 

Before this extraordinary converſation, which 
had not been interrupted, but by the coming of 
the Iman, and the performance of the cere- 
mony, all the ſpectators were ſtruck motion- 
leſs with fear, leſt our entertainment ſhould, in 
the end, prove a real tragedy; the eclariſ- 
ment which followed, turned that fright into 
as violent a tranſport of joy. Khaled was ex- 
ceedingly pleaſed at recovering in me a brother, 
ſo long loſt, and who arrived at ſo high a ſta- 
tion. Margeon was almoſt out of her wits, at 
this happy revolution, and teſtified the higheſt 
delight at the diſcovery of her being the Go- 
vernor of Brava's daughter, both of them load- 
ed me with careſſes, and I can ſafely ſay,” I 
_ taſted pleaſures more perfect and delight- 

The hour of retiring being come; we were 
conducted to the apartment provided for us, 
and there, with our wives, we enjoyed the 
moſt happy moments of our lives. Abourjam 
after having continued the feaſt for eight or ten 
days, on account of our marriages, had us call- 
ed into his cloſet, where he expreſſed the ear- 
neſt deſire he had to return to his country. 
. But, 


—_ 
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But, my dear children, ſaid he, however impa- 
tient I may be for that happineſs, I cannot un- 
dertake fuch an affair without imminent dan- 
ger, ſhould it come to the ears of the Sultan 
who reigns over this country: Yet I do not 
deſpair of getting away privately, without any 
hazard of my life. This is the method I have 
refolved on, to bring about my defign; Meftri 
muſt go to the factor, on board of whoſe veſ- 
ſe}, you had an intent to embark, and which is 
not yet gone, and remit to him as much mone 
as will be neceſſary to ſet at liberty, all ol. 
perſons who: were taken with you; I will fur- 
niſh the whole ſum that is required for that 
purpoſe, and after I have conveyed by degrees, 
all my treaſure on board a ſhip, which I will 
cauſe to be well equipped, we will altogether 


fet out on eur return te Aden. 


Concluſion of the HisToky of the 
Adventures of Katife and Mar geon. 


7 E were, all extremely rejoiced at the re- 
/ ſolution of Abouriam; he loſt no time 
in executing what he had projected, and when 

all was ready, as he had more than forty 
flaves of different countries, he ordered them 
into his preſence about an hour before our de- 


pParture. My friends, faid he to them, I am 
well contented with your ſervices, and am now 
© aint 3 WY w- ee " "SEALS Fa {1 | 
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going to give you eſſential marks of it; I muſt 


1 depart ſor Aden, where affairs of vaſt conſe- 


quence call me, without being ſure of ever re- 
turning to this place. I am ready to conduct 
you thither with me, if you are willing, for from 
this moment I declare vou are. all free: There 
I will furniſh you with money and means, to 


return to your ſeveral countries.” The ſlaves 
of Aboutriam, threw themſelves at the feet of 
ſo good a maſter; but not one ſoul of them 


would ſtay in Brava. We inſtantly carried all 
his riches on board the veſſel he had occupied, 
under pretence of cruiſing; and to which Meſtri 
at the beginning of the night, had conveyed 
all our friends well armed. Thus we inſtantly ſet 
ſail, following the faQor's veſlel for Aden. 
As we had the moſt | favourable wind we 
could have choſen, our voyage was as happy 
as poſſible; till we came near Zocotora; but in 


that point, the wind changed ſuddenly, and we 
were forced back to ſea with great violence, 


and the ſame wind continuing for more than 


fifteen days, put us entirely out of our courſe, 


and we ſuffered many tempeſts, without being in 


much danger; yet they gave me much uneaſlt- 


neſs, becauſe my dear Margeon, Who diſcover- 
ed by many ſigns, that ſhe was with child, found 
-herſelf very much incommaded, but to increaſe 
our misfortunes, in a very dark night which 


was extremely tempeſtuous, being obliged to 
give ſome particular orders, in-a moment as I 
Paſſed between the poup and the prow of the 


veſſel, I was covered with a wave, which in 


ſpite of all the efforts I made to ſave myſelf, at 


laſt threw me into the ocean. 
The cry I made in falling alarmed the ſea- 
men; who caſt inſtantly ſeveral knots of cords 
into the ſea, holding the other ends in their 

hands, but as the darkneſs during the tempeſt 
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, was ſo great, that it was impoſſible to diſtin- 
guiſh objects, they thruſt down the fides of the 
Thip many large planks, by which means they 
hoped I might find ſuccour. It was ſome mo- 
ments after my fall in the fea, before I re- 
covered my ſenſes, as ſoon as I did, I thought 
I felt ſome timber floating by me, I catched faft 
hold, and after having floated upon this plank 
for ſeven or eight hours, I was carried to a 
ſhore quite unknown to me, without any, 
other damage than being extremely face 
J was in violent affliction at the unhappy 
ſituation of my affairs, not doubting but my 
wife was in the greateſt agonies, apprehend - 
ing that I was buried in the fea. I at length 
got up to the land I could ſee, and from thence 
had the ſatisfaction of perceiving, that the ſea 
was now very calm, which gave me room to 
hope the veſſel wherein my dear ſpouſe ſail- 
ed, had eſcaped, and that the wind which had 
changed ſome hours before, would carry them 
fafe to Aden, | | N 
J had about me at that time thirty pieces of 
gold, and ſome diamonds which Abouriam had 
given me; with this little ſtock; after having 
walked near eight houts, I arrived at Dabul 
very much fatigued. = firſt enquiry was, 
whether there was any ſhipping bound to the 
Red- ſea; but being informed that I ſhould find 
none but at Cambaye, I came to this city, re- 
folving to wait till the firſt veſſel that could 
tranſport me to Aden fet ſail. How I came to 
this place I know not. The favour illuſtrious 
Genit, you have done me in hearing from my 
mouth, the particulars of my adventures, I am - 
thoroughly ſenfible, can only be heightened 
by putting an end to the affliftions of m 
ſpouſe, who believes me certainly dead, an 
as your power is ſufficiently great to * 
CG be | | W At- 
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whatever good you pleaſe, reſtore me to my 
wiſe, from whom to be ſeparated is worſe than 
death itſelf. bog "Sp F „„ TS 

The Sultana's did not hear the ſtory of Ka- 
tife and Margeon, without being tendenly . 
touched at their misfortunes ;. on the contraryy, © 

they took particular notice of the ſincerity of 
his paſſion, till Cothrob. addrefſed himſelf to 
them in thefe words. © It is not, faid he, 
enough to condole in words only, theſe illuſtri- 
ous unfortunates, it muſt be by effects that we 
make them ſenfible of our power.“ Then 
turning to Katife, My Lord, continued he, 
however deeply touched Margeon is at your ſe- 
paration, ſhe ſtill hopes that you have found 
means to ſave yourſelf by thofe floatss We 
have taken care to inform her in a dream, and 
the is ſo well perſuaded of this truth, after 
having ſearched many ports, ſhe is this moment 
arrived here.“ Ah! wiſe old man, cried Ka- 
tife, tranſported with joy, is it poſſible that 1 
mall ſee again my admirable Margeon ? a hap» 
pineſs like that is beyond my hopes. Abſence 
of my charming ſpouſe, has a little diſordered 
my underſtanding.” ff GAA 
« Your' affetions are well placed, replied 
Cothrob, and ſhall be ſatisfied. And now, my 
Lord, you are going this moment to ſee: this 
ſpouſe, who is the obje& of your wiſhes, and 
who juſtly merits your tenderneſs ; ſhe was, by 
my power, tranſported to this place with Abou- 
riam, Khaled and her ſpouſe.” Then the doors 
of the hall being opened, by order of the Iman, 
he ſaw the charming Margeon enter, who, with- 
out taking any notice of the perſons: preſent, 
or the magnificence of the places, ran and threw 
herſelf into the arms of Katife, Dear light 
of my life, ſaid ſhe, have I found you, after 


ere 
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having been ſwallowed up by the ſea. Ah! 
how: cruelly was my heart troubled at the ſor- 
rowful ſeparation ; had it not been, for my fa- 
ther and your amiable ſiſter, I ſhould have 
plunged in after you, and not endured {o live 
a ſingle moment. Great Prophet, you could 
only furniſh them with reaſons, capable to 
overcome my deſpair, and you have made me 
ſenſible by your er ens of the great effects 
of your bounty. Ves, my dear ſpouſe, without 


doubt, it was the Prophet who calmed the vi- 


olence of my grief: It was he who conducted 
us to this enchanted place, by ways unknown 
to us entirely; What thanks have I to render 
him, for all theſe benefits, ſince it is by his or- 
der, that I was brought with Abouriam and his 
children, to the Caravanſera at Cambaye. We 
arrived there this morning, and were received 
by the Keeper with all the politeneſs imagi- 
nable. af „ 5 VWV!nßß 
e By the deſcription we gave him of your 


perſon, he told us that you lodged with him 


about twenty days before, and that you paſſed 
the night under the greateſt inquietude 1magi- 
nable, and all that you thought fit to acquaint . 
him with was, that you intended to wait the 
departure of a veſſel, which in ſome weeks de- 


ſigned to ſail to the Red Sea. But he had rea- 


ſon to believe you had changed your ſentiments, 
becauſe the very next day you leſt the Caravan- 


ſera, and without ſo much as taking leave.— 
Afflicted to the laſt degree for your departure, 


J gave myſelf up to grief, till a young man, who 
was in the chamber, and who ſeemed to be a 
jeweller, joined in our converſation... Madam, 
ſaid he to me, if you would be truly informed 


in what place the perſon is, who gives you ſo 
much pain, I will find out in Cambaye an old 
woman, who will give you entire ſatisfaction, 


not 
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not only in that point, but in every thing elſe 
that you can deſire. 
* Tranſported with joy at this agreeable. pro- 
miſe, I begged him inſtantly to ſeek after this 
old woman, which he did, and in a very ſhort 
ſpace brought her with him. And after ſhe 
had conſulted a book, which was full of 
hieroglyphick figures: You will find your ſpouſe 
faid” ihe % ” before the ſun is tee 
you will Kean er him by your preſence, all the 
oy his is capable of receiving. If I tell 
you not the truth, may our great Prophet for 
ever deprive me of the uſe of ſpeech. Though 
there was but little appearance, that. I ſaw, of 
this woman's promiſes coming to paſs, yet the 
hope was too Wy ns not to touch me ex- 
tremely, _ 
Joy frond: in my ces, und if ni itſelf 
in all my actions. We kept the old woman to 
dine with us; wine inſpired her with good hu- 
mour, and ſhe entertained us very agreeably 
with pleaſant ftories during our repaſt, but I 
cannot tell yo how they ended, becauſe, 
without our knowing by what means it was 
brought about, we were tranſported to this 
charming place, where I find every thing that 
was J e me by that wonderful woman.“ 
harming Margeon, cried. out Katife, what 
4 ought we to render the Prophet for all 
the favours he has vouchſafed us! Doubtleſs, 
by his power it Was that we were. tranſported 
in a moment tothe Palace of the Fairies, and 
that thefe Genii, well pleaſed to obey the or- 
ders of our Sovereign Prophet, have executed 
his will with relation to us: Nor can we in 
too lively a manner expreſs our acknowledg- 
ments to them.” We demand no other thing 
of thoſe whom we oblige, anſwered Conus; 
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it is the Heskls of mortals that we examine; 
we know the bounty and goodneſs of your's, 
and are well ſatisfied. But as we are not ig- 
norant with what impatience the Sultan of 


Aden waits for the arrival of Katife, and the 
earneſt deſire that ſage Vizir hath to return to 
| bis charge, we will very ſoon put you in a 


proper method of ſatisfying all your defires,; 
but after ſo many fatigues, you muſt have great 
occaſion. for reſt. The ſervants wait to conduct 
you to your apartments, where you will find 
every thing prepared that can conduce towards 


- . your having a good night's repoſe. 


Abouriam, his ſen, and Khaled, were ſo 
much aſtoniſhed at what had paſſed fince they 
came from the Caravanſera, that they ſtood like 


ſtatues. After having all thanked theſe pretend- 


ed Genii, they paſſed on to the apartments 
deſtined for them, where they found all ſorts 
of moſt delicious refreſhments ; it was impoſſi- 
ble for them to refuſe drinking ſomething. be- 
fore they went to bed, all the liquors being 


mixed, by order of Cothrob, with a little of 


the decoction of Bueng. They. were no ſooner - 

fallen into- a profound ſleep, than Prince Schi- 
rin took the advantage, and cauſed them to be + 
carried by flaves particularly appointed for ſuch 

operations, into a e which waited by 
his order, to put them ſafe on board of Albou- 
riam's veſſel, and then the ſlaves returned to 
the palace. — It is eaſy. to judge the ſurprize 
theſe five perſons muſt be in the next morning, 
When they awaked; well perſuaded of the re- 


ality of all that had happened, they entered 


their veſſel, and ſent the chaloupe back again. 


The wind being favourable they made the beſt 


of their way towards Aden. 
The Sultan of Guzarat were ſo much touch- 
ed with the relation of this hiſtory, that, with- 
| out 
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out giving attention to what had been ſaid and 
done by. Cothrob, they believed that (as this 
great man had been informed by the keeper of 
the Caravanſera, of Margeon's arrival,) he had 
cauſed thoſe dreams of comfort which ſhe had, 
and which had induced her to come to Cam- 
baye; otherwiſe, as Katife fell into the ſea, 
not very far from the coaſt of Dabul, ſne would 
rather have ſought him in ſome ports near that 

lace. | e 
1 With regard to the Sultan Oguz, he was very 
well pleaſed with the recital of theſe adven- 
tures, and having ſeveral times teſtified to Coth- 
rab the aſtoniſhment he was in, at Katife's be- 
ing able to reſiſt all the artifices of Margeon, 
which ſhe made uſe of to try his love. My 
Lord; replied the Iman, it is extraordinary for 
Sultans to be fo tender and delicate in their 
amours ; they no ſooner form a deſire than it 


is gratified, every body is proud to fubmit to 


their will, and therefore I am not ſurprized at 
the idea you have of things. | E 

% But what: entire ſatisfaction, continued the 
Iman, do theſe; incomparable lovers enjoy this 
day, at finding their paſlions were i 
and certainly it muſt be in a private life, and 
not on a throne, that the pleaſures of love are 
taſted in their native purity.” Oguz was: con- 
vinced that the grandeur of a Monarch, _ , 
much incommoded him in his amours, and af- 
ter having made many reflections on the good 
fortune of thoſe. happy lovers, the Sultan hav- 
ing an inclination to fleep, Cothrob retired, and 
left him at liberty. 10 % „. 80 O03 FFT 

The next day, the uſual, hour of meeting, in 
hall being come, and the Sultan, and the 
reſt of the company being ſeated, the ladies in 
a low voice, aſked Schirin, if he had not or- 
dered ſome new enge to be conducted 19 
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the palace. The Prince without returning any 
| anſwer, having made the uſual ſignal, there en- 
i tered ſeveral porters, who brought in upon ſo- 
| Fan's a woman about ſixty years old, four very 
eautiful girls, the eldeſt not exceeding eighteen 
and- two young men, who could not be more 
-than twenty-five, and were both extremely well 
featured. I DIE „ 
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The Hisrory of Megniun and 


FF was very eaſy for the SultanTT to perceive 
by the habits of theſe ſtrangers, that they 

were men and women dancers, from whence 
they promiſed themſelves à good deal of di- 
verſion, which was very much augmented by 
the violent ſurprize they were in when they 
|  aWaked; never was any thing more ſingular, 
than the different attitudes in which every one 
of theſe actors, and'a&refles put themſelves, 
which formed a ſcene fo comical, that the Sul- 
\tanz's and the reſt of the ſpeRators, | could not 
forbear laughing heartily, At laſt Schirin be- 
gan to ſpeak : Ceaſe your aſtoniſhuſent, ſaid he. 
und aſſume the gaiety which is natural to peo- 
ple of your orofaiien, imagine that in one 
night you are tranſported from the place where 
you were left to the province of Schadukiam, 
and that you now are in the palace of * 
; L a * . a + 
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Abad, and that you are deſtined, for a certain 
time, to divert the Periz . and the Perizes, and 
that your good fortune depends entirely on your 
good behaviour. unt nt Hann 6.99312 ws 74 
Theſe people, revived with ſuch pleaſing 
promiſes, quickly recovered their ſpirits, which: 
it was eaſy to diſcover, by the tranquility and 
joy which appeared in their faces. The old 
woman, Who ſeemed to be the miſtreſs of this 
little company, addreſſed herſelf to them in 
theſe words. “ Children, ſaid ſhe, return thanks 
to the Prophet, who has 122 us to be 
conducted to this enchanted place, and let us . 
exert our talents to the utmoſt, that we may, 
in ſome meaſure, come up to the ideas, which 
theſe illuſtrious Genii have formed of us.“ — 
Then turhing to the company, would it pleaſe 
vou, ſaid ſhe, that in their dances and ſongs, 
they ſhould perform a tragedy or comedy? Oh! 
let us have ſomething comic by all means, an- 
{wered Goul-Saba, it is moſt proper for our 
circumſtance of life. Since it is ſo, ſaid the 
old woman to her company, we mult preſent 
theſe Perizes, With the amours of Megnoun,- 
and of Leileh ; for notwithſtanding the ſtory. 
is in itſelf grave, my actors underſtand well 
enough how eto turn every thing into pleaſan- 
| try, and I doubt not but the performance will 
pleaſe you, 7 te 
This Megnoun paſſionately - loved the char- 
ming Leileh; he well knew that he durſt not 
attempt the chaſtity of ſo virtuous a perſon, 
yet his love incteaſed to ſo violent a degree, 
that he could have no reſt ;/nay, he. quitted 
his profeſſion, that he might. think of nothing 
but this lovely lady. In a ſhort; time, theſe 
tender reflections zendered him ſo meagre, that | 
he looked like a ſkeleton, rather than a man. 
Leileh, who often met him, aſked the cauſe of 
| OY this 
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114 MOGUL TALES. 
this ſtrange alteration; but this ſilly lover, ne- 


ver had ſufficient courage to tell her, till he was 


reduced to the utmoſt extremity of danger, and 
then he wrote a moſt moving letter, wherein 
he diſcovered to her, the beginning and whole 
progreſs of his fatal paſſion, declaring that ſhe 
was the ſole cauſe of his deplorable 1 

the only object of his love; though he never 


durſt mention it. This letter he ordered not to 


be delivered to her till after his death. His 
defires were punctually obeyed, and that beau- 


- tiful lady was ſo extremely concerned at 'the 


misfortunes and loſs of ſo tender a lover, that 
ſhe gave herſelf up entirely to grief and me- 
lancholy, which ſoon put an end to her life. 
The Arabian, Turkiſh, and Perſian authors, diſ- 


. courſe various ways of this ſtrange amour, but 
they all agree, that Megnoun, was a model of 


erfect love, and Leilech, the moſt chaſte and 
cautifali'of her fern wt 
But for us, who are fully perſuaded, that 

theſe ſort of amouis, are only imaginary, we 


have not treated this ſubje& in a ſerious man- 


ner, and as we cannot think, there are in the 


world either ſuch fooliſh lovers, or ſuch mighty 
reſerved ladies, we have not preferved, in our 
piece, ſuch characters as are piftured to us by Fl 


the romance. 


No, the Leileh that we repreſent to you, is 


a woman of ſpirit; ſhe quickly perceived the 


violent paſſion which Megnoun had for her, 


and found his modeſty too great, to ſuffer him 
to make proper advances, in all the converſa- 


tion ſhe had with him; though ſhe entertained 


him with the utmoſt. civility, - he could never 
aſſume the courage to talk to her of his love. 


_ She liked the man, and in order to inſpire him 
with more ſpirit, ſhe declared her intentions 
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to her favourite maid, who was herſelf in love 
with a ſlave of Megnoun's. This ſlave was in 
much eſteem with his maſter, knew all his 
foibles, and often endeavoured to inſtruct him 
how to reveal his love, in the moſt tender man; 
ner, but to no purpole, F 
Megnoun's modeſty made him a very auk- 
ward ſcholar. At length, the ſervant of this 
chaſte lady, and Megnoun's ſlave, were obliged 
to repreſent their perſons and behaviour, in a 
ſort of diverting interlude- in their preſence, 
till, by degrees, they carried the ſcene ſo far, 
that Megnoun grew hardy enough to act after 
the ſame manner with Leileh, as his ſlave had 
done with her maid, and that lady allowing 
him the ſame liberties, This ſcene is indeed 
very lively, and I previoully advertiſe. you that 
my actors perform it in a manner, that move 
the moſt inſenſible. However, it is never done 
without the conſent of the ſpeQators; and, 
to pleaſe the taſte of thoſe who employ us, we 
render it more or leſs intelligible. Thus, 
beautiful Perizes, you ſee, we | only wait to 
know after what. manner you will be pleaſed 
to have it execute. 2007: 
With all the modeſty imaginable, replied: Ge- 
hernaz, we would not for the world behold 
any thing that is offenſive to: virtue; let your 
actors therefore take great care that they ſtrictly 
obey theſe orders,” if you hope to oblige us. 
They ſhall 6bey you in every thing, anſwered 
the old woman, and I hope that you will be 
perfectly ſatisfied with their performance. 
As ſoon! as the Sultana's gave notice that they 
defired the play ſhould begin, the men and 
women dancers eniteredy and performed all their 
parts, relating to the ſtory of Megnoun, with 
a very good grace,” and he who had perſonated 
the ſlave, did it in ſo pleaſant a manner, that 
3 all 
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all the company were charmed; he managed the 
ſcene, which they had commanded: ſhould be 
perfectly modeſt, with great delicacy. Nor did 
they leſs admire the woman dancer who,played 
the maid, for the ſimple and natural: way. in 
which ſhe acted her part, without giving ſcan- 
dal to the niceſt of her ſex. Sant 
If all the ſpectators were pleaſed, / Goul-Saba 
was much more ſo; but whatever ſatisfa&tion 
ſhe found in the repreſentation itſelf, ſhe felt 
ſomething more tender, for the /perſon who 
played the part of Megnoun: He was a youth 
of very graceful mien, with curled black hair, 
and the fineſt eyes that ever were beheld; his 
face was beyond deſcription, for in every dif- 
ferent part which he performed it changed with 
the ſcene, yet in all he appeared to be ex- 
tremely handſome. Goul-Saba was ſo ſtruck, 
that had it not been for fear of the reproaches 
ſhe: knew ſhe muſt meet with from the other 
Sultan#fF, ſhe would have confeſſed the tender- 
neſs ſhe had for him, yet ſhe could not contain 
herſelf from ſpeaking to him, in the following 
manner. Megnoun, ſaid ſhe, for I know 
you by no other name, I am ſo well ſatisfied 
with your acting, that I will give you a mark 
of my friendſhip, here take this ring, and 
wear it for my lake.“ It was a jewel of great 
value, yet without concerning herſelf about 
what the company might think, ſhe drew it 
from her finger, and preſented it to this actor, 
who received it with joy, and the moſt pro- 
en 3 ork es IVY 
The Sultanz were. ſurprized at the preſent 
Goul- Saba had juſt made, and the gracious air 
with which he accepted it, left them no room 
to doubt that ſhe: had conceived a violent paſ- 
fon; ſor. this young man, and. leſt ſhe ſhould 
enter into any engagement with him Nine, 
E 8 they 
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they thought it would not be improper, to 
oblige him to give them the hiſtory of his life 
and adventures. In order to this, Gehernaz 
ſpoke to him in theſe words. Megnoun, 
ſaid ſhe, you ought to eſteem it the greateſt 
glory, to have received ſuch ſhining marks of 
protection, from this beautiful Perize; but you 
muſt underſtand, that this preſent was made 
you, on the condition only, that you give us a 
ſincere account of your whole life. Take care 
that you derogate not, in the leaſt point, from 
truth; for if you do, we ſhall in a moment diſ- 
cover the impoſture, and that by ſuch a behavi- 
our, you Will incur our indignation.” “ Illuſ- 


trious Perizes, anſwered the young man, it is 


ſufficient that you have commanded me, be 
aſſured that I ſhaltcanceal none of my adven- 
tures, to this preſent time. I am this moment 
ready 'to 1 your defires.” Obſerving that 
the company kept a profound filepce, he be- 
gan in the following manner, : 
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The . HrsTozy of Maſiud, the Son 
| of, 7 


father was an Arabian brafier, ſetiled 

in Schiraz, and was known. in that city 
by no other name than of Soffar, which was 
given him, for the excellency of his workman- 
ſhip, becauſe every thing that came out of his 
hands, was perfect in its kind. He lived in 
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the neighbourhood of a philoſopher, who was 
young and very chearful. This gentleman often 
employed him to make alembicks, and other 


veſſels uſed in chymiſtry. As my father was 


obliged to go often to this. philoſophers, he 


found means to get acquainted with one of his 


ſlaves, whoſe name was Naur; ſhe was about 
thirty years of age, and very agreeable. This 


girl after much courtſhip, had ſo great a paſ- 


ſion for him, that her maſter ſoon perceived it, 


and epd out the private commerce ſhe had 
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The His roxy of - Maſſoud, the Son 


of ' Soffar. 
(Continued.) 
| 7 


HE philoſopher, as ſoon as he was tho- 
| roughly convinced of the weakneſs which 
Nour had been guilty of with Soffar, fell into a 
violent paſſion, and taking a ſtick, he beat him 
to ſo cruel a degree, that he nearly demoliſhed 


the poor braſier; when the height of his rage 
was a little abated, with regard to Nour, ſhe, 


in a flood of tears, threw herſelf at the feet of 
the philoſopher, and ſpoke" in ſo moving a 
manner, that ſhe obtained pardon ſor Soffar. 
At laſt, © Nour, ſaid he, ſtand up and hear 
what you have this day loſt, I have always fo 
ETD: | -. diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed you from my other ſlaves, that 
you might eaſily have conceived I had a paſſion - 
for you, I believed that in you, I ſhould have 
found a reaſonable perſon; with the liberty 
which I deſigned to give you, I alſo deſigned 
to have offered you a place in 1 bed; and I 
eſteemed you ſo much, that I judged you 
worthy to be my wife, but I am happily diſap- 
pointed. The liberties you have given this vile ©” 
braßer, convinces me of the meangeſs of, 

ſoul, and as I ſhould have been pe 

ſerable in the ſociety of a perſon of *P 

racter, I return thanks to heaven for my eſcape.“ 
He ordered the Cady and the Iman to be in- 
ſtantly called, and as ſoon as they were come, 
& I am going, (continued he to Nour,) to re- 
leaſe you from ſlavery, and to marry. you to 
Soffar, who had the impudence to diſhonour 
my houſe. But I am inclined to believe he will 
find in this marriage, a ſufficient puniſhment for 
his inſolen ce. e F | 

The philoſopher's orders were executed on 
the ſpot. Nour was made free by the Cady, 
and afterwards eſpouſed to Soffar. The emo- 
tions ſhe then felt were ſo violent, that it was 
with great pain ſhe was carried to the houſe of 
her huſband, where ſhe was delivered of me, 
at ſeven months. My father was ſo tranſported 
with joy, that he named me Maſſoud, which 
ſignifies Fortunate, believing no greater happi- 
neſs could arrive to him than than that of m 
birth. But the diſcourſe: which I have guſt told · 

* you, that the philoſopher had with my mother, 

FF threw her into a deep melancholly. She wag 

#8 almoſt diſtracted to think that ſhe had loſt, by 

| Her fault, ſuch a ſolid and happy eſtabliſhment, 

and conceived from that moment, an extreme 

averſion for my father, of which I ſoon after 

found the effects. She looked upon me as the 
tas | | only 
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only obſtacle of her fortune, for had I not 
been the fruits of her indiſcreet amour, ſhe 
could eafily have concealed her commerce with 
Soffar, and have become the ſpauſe of the 
philoſopher, who was a handſome man, rich 
and much eſteemed in Schiraz. | 


kuined her fortune; in ſhort, ſhe uſed him ſo 


extremely ill, that he fell into a deep melan- 
choly, of which he died. My mother was not 
in the ' leaſt touched with the reproaches he 
made her in his laſt moments. Nor, on her 
part, ſhewed any ſigns of ſorrow. | 


The philoſopher, who had been informed of 


the real cauſe of my father's illneſs, was ex- 
tremely concerned when he reflected, that the 
declaration he had made to Nour contributed 
to it. The ill conduct with which ſhe had be- 
haved to her huſband, leſſened his eſteem for 
_ her, and finding that ſhe neglected me ſo en- 
tirely, that ſhe would not give me nouriſhment, 
he had the goodneſs to take me from her, and 
put me to nurſe. et ro gh 
My mother, who had filled her head with 
nothing but ridiculous ideas of. grandeur, was 
extremely ſurprized a ſew months after the 
death of Soffar, to | ſee, that the trade of her 


Top decreaſed daily. The workmen whom ſhe 


knew not how to govern, ſoon left her, and 


before the end of ſix months, ſhe fell into 


great diſtreſs, and was obliged to have recourſe 


to her former maſter, to Whom ſhe went, and 
N 1 | throwing 
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throwing herſelf at his feet. My lord (ſaid 
ſhe, almoſt drowned in tears) ſuffer me to ge- 
"turn to that happy ſtate of ſlavery, from which 
I ought never to have departed; deliver me 
from the dreadful woes I fee], and pardon the 
great fault I have committed. Oh! abandon. 
me not to deſpair, but ſuffer me to embraces 
your knees, from whence I will never depart, 
till I have obtained pardon and pity.” *© Riſe 
up, Nour, ſaid the philoſopher, I will again 
receive you, ſince you defire it, not as a ſlave, 
but with all the privileges you uſed to have, 
before I gave you your liberty; take upon you 
again the ſame place .and power, you former- 
ly had in my family; I will entirely forget all 
your fault, but be more diſcreet for the fu- 
ture.“ 125 | 45 : 
My mother, with abundance of tears, kiſſed 
her maſter's hand, and, ſenſibly touched with 
this generoſity, redoubled her care in the œco- 
nomy of his 'houſe; yet notwithſtanding all 
the ſatisfaction ſhe might have enjoyed there, 
ſhe was ſeized- with ſo black and fatal a me- 
lancholy, that ſhe ſurvived my father not above 
cight months. 3 1 = 52 
I was but two years old when I loſt my 
mother, of whoſe death I was in a great mea- 
ſure the innocent cauſe, for I never had found 
from her the leaſt ſign of 'maternal kindneſs. 
However, the philoſopher continued his bounty 
to me; I was brought up with the woman who 
nurſed me, till I was ſix years old, and had 
begun to learn to read and write, when my 
maſter removed me from thence to a ſchool, 
for my better inſtruction, and when he thought 
1 was perfect enough, he took me home to his 
houſe, where with great diligence I rendered 
him all the ſervices ſuitable to my youth. 
Vor. II. 8 When 
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When I was abaut twelve years of age, my 


maſter took me into his cloſet, and ſpoke to 


me in the following manner. Maffoud, faid 


he, though yau are yet but young, I am ſen- 


ſible you have wit above your. years, and there- 
fore I will reveal to you a ſecret, which as yet, 


I never entruſted to any perſon. My father, 
who was a famous phyſician, determined to 


leave Schiras, Where he had reſided about eigh- 
teen years, to go into Egypt, notwithſtanding 
all I could ſay to perſuade him to the contrary. 


„It is now more than four and twenty years 


fince I have heard any thing from him: I was 
extremely grieved to think of his undertaking 
ſo long and dangerous a journey ; he had no 
child but me, and therefore, before his depar- 
ture, he gave me three vials full of liquor, which 
he aſſured me, were of ineſtimable value, be- 
cauſe they would reſtore the dead to life. 
Touching the lips only with a few drops of the 


firſt, would bring back again the ſoul, after it 


had left the body. The ſecond, would give 
them evident ſigns of life, and on the applica- 
tion ok the third, a man would be perſell | 
covered. Yet he deſired that I would not make 
uſe of this ſecret, but on the moſt extraordinary 
occaſion, for fear of offending God, to whom 
belongeth the power of life and death; but 
admire his goodneſs, who had given ſuch power 
to this extraordinary medicine, and ule it with 
great reverence. Then taking his leave, he aſ- 
ſured me, that if he lived to return, he would 
inſtruct me with another ſecret as valuable. 


y re- 
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The Hisroxv of Maſſeud : the Son 
(continued. 


AS my father was ſo ſcrupulous, continued 
b A ths philoſopher, I have as yet made no 
trial of theſe bottles which you ſee; they are 
lainly numbered; but if by any aceident I 
ſhould happen te die ſuddenly, forget not that 
moment to take the key, which you will find 


in my pocket, and befare my body become 


cold, fail not to give me them, one after 
another, pouring ſome of the liquor of each 
into my mouth; you will know them by. the bills 
which are faſtened upon them, and if the re- 
| medy operates, as my father aſſured me it would, 
you ſhall not fail of a recompence ſuitable .to 
ſo great a ſervice, I liſtened to my maſter's 
diſcourſe with all the attention imaginable, con- 
tinued Mafſoud, and I had occaſion to put the 
inſtructions he had given me in practice before 


, 


the year was expired,  ; rat 51991 
One day he had ſent me on, ſeveral meſlages 
into Schiraz, which as ſoon as I had executed, 
and was returning home, to my great ſurpriſe, I 
found ten or twelve people ſtanding round our 
door; and demanding the reaſon, they told me, 
that my maſter had been taken extremely ill, at 
M 2 | the 
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the houſe of one of his friends, who had juſt 
brought him home, and that it was believed he 
had not many minutes to live. Struck with this 
dreadful news, I ran immediately to him, where 
I found his friend and the phyſician, who had 
uſed the utmoſt art” and if in'vain ; for they 
aſſured us that our dear maſter was certainly 
dead, and the whole houſe was inſtantly filled 


with cries and ſorrow. But I thought of no- 


thing more than how to execute the orders of 


the deceaſed, and ſeizing immediately on the 


key, while all the ſlaves were buſy in making 
ons for the funeral of their maſter; I 

ut myſelf up in the room with him, and tak- 
ing the three bottles, I had no ſooner put a 
little of the liquor out of the firſt into his 
mouth, than I perceived his fleſh began to grow 
warm, and the paleneſs of death, which was in 
his face, ſoon changed into à more lively co- 
Tour, "Encouraged with this good ſucceſs, I gave 
him the liquor of the ſecond bottle, with a 
great deal of confidence; but ſoon after I had 
done, it was not without a violent emotion, that 
1 ſaw him fit up in his ſeat. 28 . 
As I was in a perfect trance at the ſight of 
this marvellous operation, it was a good while 
before I could recover my ſenſes to think of 
the third bottle. But my maſter, ' impatient to 
return again to this world, from Which he had 
been abſent above half an hour, cried with an 
Eager voice, and eyes ſparkling with . . 
„Pour, pour;“ the ſpeaking frightened me to ſuch 
a degree, that thinking it was the devil who 
animated the corpſe, I dropped the caſe in 
which were the three bottles to the ground, 
where they were broken into an hundred pieces, 
and in that inſtant I ſaw the poor man, who 
was more than half revived, conſtrained to cr 
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ſign himfelf to the arms of death again, without 
any hopes of tetief; till the laſt judgment. 
When I behelda him in this: condition a ſud- 
den'coldneſs ſeized dme all over; ant I fell to 
the round; Un a [Nate almoſt as bad as the Phi- 
_ her. gome time after the ſervants came 
p, and r 16 the ddor, abut fihding it was 
locked on the inſide, arid © no bod an wered, | 
they were! forced to burſt it open, and after 
Having uſed' means to recover! m 6) we'tendered 
our laſt ſervices to our 'miaſten!! di 214 502 Du 
I was” left Without any, roviſion, 40 
Maſſoud," and knew net where to put my head, 
in ſhort, : Ifound *myfelF' ex poſed to the utmoſt | 
miſery ;'' when, by accident, there paſſed thro' 
Schiras, a company of daticers; who had for 
their chief an old woman, Wwhe had been 
e the eaſt; 2 found 
me ina ſtudy, fittin n ſtone at the 
Gre greg at and is * that made 
berieacly und erſtand the deplorable ſtate I Was 
in; ſhe? took ® pity o me, and being informed 
of the cauſe of my ſorrow; - and of the 'miſery 
in which ſhe: Tound we, ſhe propoſed to enter 
me of het company; the nd Bob Iwas in per- 
mitted me 46 Kefule nothing, and I accepted of 
her offer without any heſitätion; the good wo- 
man immediately carried nie to her houſe; Which 
was in the · ſuburbs of Schiraz, Wine wy * 
taken for herſelf and company. N 
As I was then ſcarce thirteen years of age, 
and, for that reaſon, was not fit to play the 
part of a man; ſhe no ſooner brought me into 
her chamber, than/ ſſie choſe for me the habit 
and head - dreſs of à woman, ind made me put 
them on; findirig P' looked very handſome in 
that diſguiſe; ſhe told me 1 ſhould act all the 
| amorous parts, and charged me to keep the 
ſecret of my ſex ſrom all her company. After 
3 having 
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having made me repeat ſome litile ſcenes, and 
finding any. natural talents would de very well 
in, her profeſſion, ſhe took great pains to make 
me perfect; when Ihad been inſtructed by her 
about three, mopths,,,updex the name of Raul. 
chen, which ſhe had;given me, ſhe thought me 
capable of performing the firſt, paris, and I an- 
ſwered ſo well the good opinion ſhe. had for 
me, that all the lords in Schiraz, and the other 
eities through Which, we paſt, did got fail io 
ſend for us to thęixſhouſes, and by the reputa- 
tion we had gf heing,a very complete company, 
our governeſs gaiged, a, large ſum of money. 
I qu are denfible, illuſtrious Feriaes, that the 
dancers are deſtined to pleaſe the publick in 
more tban ong capacity, and a; yery great num- 
ber of young gentlemen, Who took me for a 
woman, made their: agdrefles. to me; hut, he di- 
rectreſs of the company: Who would, not (for 
What reaſon I cannot tell) ſuffer me to be known 
for What really, was, never failed, chen ve 
went through the eity, ta, make me put on a 
pair of black taffety dra wels; ſhe hindred hy 
| that, as ſbe thought, the deſigns. of all, fhoſe 
who admired. me from making any rude at- 
tempts; but as, ſhe would without, any juſt 16a- 
ſan conceal my ſex, in the end ber cale was 
the cauſe of my being | ſeparated. fiom the com - 
pany, hy a very, ſingular aduent axe. 
The widow of the Governor of Pauris where 
we then, were, whoſe. name was Raoudab, a 
lady of about eight and twenty, was juſt upon 
marrying her daughter, wha was ſcarce twelve 
years old, to a young lord in that city; the 
wedding was ſolemnized with great magnificence, 
and you may believe, we were calledeto adorn 
the feaſt, where: we performed our parts to the 
general ſatisfaction of all preſent; chere was 
ſearce one young lord in the company, mo N 
4 1 b 
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did not regard, me with 3 Laws or bad 


mAL: ſame dgſign,on,my perſon. 


The governar's; widow perceived-it, and an 
= our dire&reſs,ta-be called to her, ſhe aſked 
how long I had been, in that company? About 


two years; Madam, replied ſhe, and that young 
girl would not enter, but on condition, that 


whenever we came into any city, ſne ſhould 


always be allowed to wear black drawers; ſhe 
has no inclination to perform the functions 


of common dancers, and I agreed that ſhe ſhould 
live in all things according to her own fancy, 
without moleſtation. - 

The widow was exceedingly Abbe with 


theſe ſentiments of virtue, which our miſtreſs 


aſſured her 1 had ; this lady made a very long 
and moral diſcourſe to her, at which ſhe ſeem- 


ed to be much concerned; but alas! remon- 


ſtrances are not long remembered by people 


a who have paſſed wall their days: in that manner. 


The good widow. would tain have made her 
promiſe to quit her profeſſion, and to be cer- 


tain that ſhe would keep her word, ſhe offered 
her three hundred) thoufand pieces of gold, if 


ſhe would ſtay and live with her, Our Fares 


treſs found herſelf” very much embarraffed 
this propoſition, Which would be of ill co 


quence to her, becauſe ſhe had no mind to Ny 


in Tauris, therefore ſhe toek a reſolution to de- 
patt the next day; however; ſhe made no 


heſitation to commit me into the hands 
Raoudah. 115 


IL was: exceedingly: z dbnimedz awhin: 1 was 
now belonged to the frne widow,” not in the 


nature of '@ ſlave, but as a” girl, to whom ſhe 


had taken a particular fancy; ſhe: admires your 
virtue, ſaid ſhe, and will "have you for a com- 
panion. I made broad ſigas to the directrefs, 


that 
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that I knew not how, to deliver myſelf out 
of the embarraſſment” in which ſhe Was going 
to leave me. She received in my preſence the 
three thouſand! pieces of gold, and as ſhe em- 
braced me, to take her final adieu; play your 
part well, my dear child; ſaid ſhe, 1 7 and 
IS hold of this: favourable opportunity to make 
your fortune glorious, and without ſtay ing for 


an moe, mo went dy, þ Keving me wn 
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continued N, as When I found that 


the governeſs of. the company had thus diſ- 
poſed of me: I knew not which way to look, 
and if I did in that moment break out into 
loud reproaches, it was becauſe the old woman 


left me ſo ſuddenly, rather than any fear I was 


in at diſcovering the whole adventure; but 


believing it was too late to ſpeak, now ſhe 
. was gone, I gave myſelt up to melancholy.— 
Raoudah beheld my ſorrow with all the good- 
neſs imaginable, My dear child, ſaid ſhe, kiſ- 
ſing me tenderly, I am touched-with the good- 
ne s of your Keart, . your ſentiments charm me; 


but 
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but. as I feared it would be impoſlible for you 
always to reſiſt the ſolicitations of ſo many 
young libertines, T thought I did a merito- 
' rious act in taking you out of ſo dangerous a 
r | profeſſion, into which neceſſity alone had for- 
d ced you to enter, and in which, ſoon or late, 
e your Vittue would have been overcome. Ceaſe 

r then to be afflicted at the old woman's depar- 

1 ture, and be aſſured, that you ſhall find in me 
a perſon, who will love you as well as your 
own. mother, and give you all the favour and 
protection yon can deſire. 1 % iT CH 
I began, by degrees, to be a little more aſ- 
ſured by the careſſes of this lovely lady; never- 

theleſs, my inquietude gave me a certain air of 
timidity and fear, with which ſhe was ſtill more 
charmed. She was of an age, in which the 
paſſions are moſt ſtrong and lively; yet ſhe had 

renounced all pleaſures, and W of 
the moſt auſtere virtue. She carried her kind- 
neſs to ſo great a height, that ſhe made me eat 
at her own table; and when night drew on, ſhe 

N ordered a bed for me, to be carried to her cham- 

1 ber, and placed by the ſide of her w.. 

ö I ſlept but very little that night, not betcauſe 
I was near ſo charming a woman; (for my fam» 
plicity was ſo great, that though I had, When 
was among the dancers, both ſeen and acted 
many parts, wherein the paſſions: were diſco- 
vered in the moſt lively manner, yet I knew 
nothing of love) but my only fear was, that 
Raoudah would find out what I really was, 
and in the fury, ſuch a diſcovery would put 
her. into, ſhe might cauſe me to be puniſhed for 
a fault in which I had no contrivance. 
At laſt, the morning being come, Rouſchen, 
ſaid ſhe, my dear child, you have been for 

more than two years, with a company of peo- 
ple, who. are not very ſtrict obſervers _ our 
5411 | aW; 
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130 MOGUL TALES. 
law } I am perſuaded by the rambling life you 


were obliged to live with them, that you were 


forced to omit one principal point of our re. 
ligion, which is the purity of the body; this 
cannot be repaired, but by a legal ablution. 
This is a rite, which I could wiſh you would 
always acquit yourſelf exactly of, and to that 
intent, I will immediately order a bath to be 
prepared for us. 8 N 1 
Lou may judge what a ſituation I found 
myſelf in at this diſcourſe ; I thought I ſhould 
have died with fear, and the fair widow, havs 
ing tenderly aſked what aibd me to be ſo much 
concerned, I threw myſelf at her feet, more 
pot than death. Madam, ſaid I, with tremb- 
ing voice, permit me never to riſe from be: 
fore you, unleſs you are pleaſed to pardon my 
— Tam not what I appear to be in-your 
eyes; for under the habit of a girl, you ſee 
an unfertunate young man, whom the gover» 


neſs of the. dancers, out of caprice, and for 


Her own intereſt, has obliged: for two years to 
act a part ſo indecent as contrary to my ſex, 
© She gave me no pportunity to oppoſe the 
contract ſhe made with you, becauſe I knew 
nothing of jt till the moment ſhe delivered me 
into your hands. This, Madam, is the ſource 


of my ſorrow, and you might eaſily perceive 
by my fears and inquietudes, that 1 had no part | 


in the trick ſhe has put upon you. 
No body could be more aſtoniſhed than the 


lovely Racoudah appeared to be in that mo- 


ment; it was à conſidęrable time before ſhe 
was able to ſpeak; at laſt, all on a ſudden, re- 
aſſuming her ſpirits; and conſidering it was her 
on reputation lay at ſtake. What, Rouſchen, 
ſaid ſhe to me, is it really true, that you are a 
girl ? Ah! without doubt my heart preſaged an 
event ſo extraordinary, 'tho' I was ignorant oy 
l = the 
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MOGUL TALES. 131 
the cauſe which made me entertain ſo violent 
a paſſion for one of my on ſex. I ſee very 
well at preſent, that nature is never miſtaken 
in us. It was the lovely Rouſchen whom T 


adored, without knowing why; but you ſhall 


loſe nothing by the change, and J return thanks 
to our Prophet for his bounty, who has pro- 
cured for me a lover, more charming than the 
God of Love himſelf and that he permitted it 
to be in fo angular a manner, that all the eity 
of Tauris may fee me in his arms, without the 
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Conctiificat of the Hitraxy of Marg. 


ſoud, the Son of Soffar. 


Y dear child, faid the widow, embracing 
me with the moſt lively tranſports: My 
fate will be too happy, if you anſwer the af- 
fection I demand of you, and that tenderneſs 
which I have (conceived from your amiable 
perſon; Ah! I ſhall die with grief, if you are 
inſenſible of the love I have for the amiable 
Rouſchen, | 5 
I can only tell you, continued Maſſoud, that 
the moving careſſes of one of the moſt lively 
women in the world, brought me to ſuch a 
Paſs, that I felt, in that moment a violent fire 
run through my veins. As that which paſſed 
within was new, and that tilt that time I had 
- _ Never 


do not I tell you, ſaid the lovely widow, that 
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never felt ſuch an alteration in myſelf, I was 
in a great aſtoniſhment, out of which the 
dounty of the widow quickly drew me; and 
became ſo dear to her in a few minutes, that ſhe 
{wore an hundred times over, that ſhe had no- 
thing in the world that ſhe would not facri- 
fice' for me, and that ſhe ſhould die of deſpair, | 
if I ceaſed to return the tenderneſs ſhe had 
for me, with the ſame vivacity. = 
Emboldened with the encouragement the 
beautiful widow had given me, © Charming 
Raoudah ſaid I, embracing her, fear not, that 
love which you have created in me can never 
decay ; I ſhall think of nothing, but how I 
may every day give you freſh proofs of my gra- 
titude, and I ſwear by our Prophet, you ſhall 
find in me a diſciple, whoſe only pleaſure will 
he to improve by the leſſons he thall learn from 
ſo lovely a miſtreſs.” L 
Raoudah laughed heartily at the innocence 
of my anſwer, and conducted me to the bath, 
which our religion commands to be obſerved 
with great exactneſs; and as her ſlaves were 


far from thinking I was a boy, they were not 
at all ſurprized at my accompanying our mil- 


treſs alone to that place, nor at the exceſſive 
favours ſhe daily conferred upon me. 
I led this pleaſant life for more than four 
months without any interruption, till one day 
I found Raoudah extremely melancholy and 
reſerved. What ails you, my lovely miſtreſs ? 
ſaid I, embracing her: Ah! Rouſchen, an- 
ſwered ſhe, I am going to pay dear for the 
tenderneſs with which I have diſtinguiſhed you 
from all, the world; ſince you have been with 
me, I find moſt certain proofs that I have con- 
ceived.” What is that? replied I precipitately ; 


for 
: | 
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for four months paſt I have carried within me 
a little ſerpent, who is going to diſcover to the 
eyes of all the city of Tauris, the weakneſs 
that T Have had for you. And who is the 
deteſtable magician, that has put you in this 
fad condition? Ah! that I did but know him. 
—— Notwithſtanding the affliction my wife was 


in, ſhe found my anſwer ſo ſingular, that I 


thought ſhe would have died with laughing. 
She then explained to me the ſubject of her 


grief more plainly, ' but ſhe found it very dif- 
' ficult to make me comprehend, that I was the 


real author of all the pain ſhe ſuffered. She 
had a very fine houſe eight miles from Tauris, 
to which ſhe reſolved to go, in order to con- 


ceal her growing ſhame; taking with her but 


two perſons, (one of whom was her nurſe, 


and the other-the daughter of that woman) ex- 
cept ſome menial ſervants to do the work, 


which it was impoſlible to be without, we et 
out for this retirement. 


| Raoudah, being extremely ill in the laſt month 


1 - 


of her pregnancy, grew very peeviſh, and did 


not receive my careſſes as ſhe was accuſtomed 
to do, which gave me great uneaſineſs, though 


I durſt not aſk her the reaſon. The nurſe's 


daughter was very pretty : I uſed to paſs away 
the time with her very often, when Raoudah 


was at her repoſe, and complained to her of 


the alteration I found in my lovely miſtreſs, 
She had the good nature to pity my pain, and 


offered to comfort me, if I would be very ſe- 
cret. I underſtood nothing of the fineſſe, but 


accepted of her voluntary bounty, and I found 
in that girl ſome charms, which I never met 
with in my charming widow. | 


As I did not think I was committing any 


fault on this occaſion, or imagine ſhe would 
be offended at it, 1 did not take all the pre- 
Vor. IL 3 cautions 
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134 MOGULTALIZVS. 
cautions neceſſary to hide our commerce, and 
Raoudah having one night ſurprized me with 
that young girl, could not doubt of the free- 
doms that | paſſed between us, which put her 
into ſo great a rage, that without giving herſelf 
time to think, ſhe drew a poinard and ſtabbed 
the poor girl to the heart, _ 8 
Never was ſurprize and fear equal to mine, 
when I ſaw this unhappy young creature expire 
before my face, and Raoudah attempting to 
ſerve me in the ſame manner. As the condition 
ſhe was in, hindered her having as much 
ſtrength and vigour as ſhe could; haye wiſhed, 
I eſcaped the ſtrokes by a ſwift flight, and get- 
ting into a wardrobe, I. faſtened che door after 
me, and prepared to defend my life, if ſhe 
ſhould be ſo unjuſt as to attack it. Happily 
for me, there was in this place, where I had. 
taken refuge, ſome campaign cloaths of the de- 
.ccaſed governor, which fitted me exactly: I. 


- 


a, window into the garden, I found means to 
get out of the caſtle; as I knew there would be, 
.a ſtrict ſearch, T made off as faſt as poſſible, 
and the firſt village I arrived at, finding my- 
elf much tired, I. reſolved there to paſs the 
Ihe next day IT heard the whole hiſtory of, 


Jeft mine in their place, and fliding down by, 


- 


my.:paſt affairs, and was farther informed, that, 


 Raoudah, enraged that I had eſcaped her ven- 


geance, tabbed herſelf with the ſame poinard, 
with which ſhe had murdered the poor girl, 
and expired in her nurſe's arms. I took great 
care that, nobody ſhould perceive by my face, 
that I had any ſhare in this tragical adven- 
ture, and departed from that place with the, 
utmoſt expedition, taking the rout to Hiſpa- 
han, where I met the company in which I. 
had been engaged before I arrived at l 5 

e + | = 
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Ds Thus, beautiful Perizes, 1 have. given you 4 
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Our old directreſs received me with joy, 
but thinking it improper to let me any longer 
erſonate a woman, I was deſtined to perform 
all the amorous parts, in which I acquitted my- 
ſelf ſo well, that I gained univerſal applauſe ; 
as I now, by experience, underſtood the paſ- 
ſion, I afted I performed to the entire ſatisfac - 


tion of all my auditars. I had the good for- 


tune to be applauded by all the great lords, 
and ſoon became the idol of many ladies, 
whoſe huſbands were ſo good as to take us 
home to their houſes, to divert them, I can 
truly ſay, there are few men of my age, who 
have had ſo much good fortune, or leſs fidelity 
than I, . becauſe in more than {en years, in 
which I have followed. this profeſſion; in dife 
ferent companies, there has ſcarce a week paſſed 
in which I have not had a new miſtreſs, - 


fincere account of my adventures, as you come 


manded me, from whence I hope you will be- 


lieve, that it is impoſſible for any body to ac- 
quit themſelves in a more ſimple and natural 


manner than I have done. But if you are 


curious to hear a hiſtory,, which contains things 
much more marvellous, the. perſon who in the 
piece we played before you, aRed the part of 
my ſlave, and who, by the juſtice of his per- 
formance, merited your applauſe, is willing to 
pive you. a recital of things almoſt beyond 

elief, yet he declares by. the faith of his 
father, that there is not one word added more 
than is conſiſtent with veracity. Y 35 0 

Your adventures have given us pleaſure, 


» 


ſaid Gehernaz, by their ſingularity, and- the 


agreeable manner in which you related them, 


and we. ſhall .be glad to hear thoſe of your 


companion, The young man, who heard theſe 
1 N 2 Words, 


thouſand ſacks, in each o 
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words, at the command of the Perizes, began 
his ſtory as follows; | 
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| The HISTORY of the Sultana 
1 Goul-Saba. 


1 Am the ſon of a man, who ſerved in the 
troops of the Sultan of Candahar, with 
ſufficient diſtinction:? He was called Abde- 
raim ; but he recounted ſuch ſtrange things 
which had happened to him, that few people 
gave credit to what he ſaid, and for this 
reaſon they gave him the nick-name of Ked- 
hah, (i. e. the Lyar.) As I was generally pre- 
ſent at what he related, I am going to repeat 
to you the whole of his hiſtory as I heard it 
from himſelf, and of the event which was 
the cauſe of my birth. F | 
At the taking of a city in Perſia, by the Sul- -. 
tan of Candahar's troops, all the inhabitants 


were abandoned to pillage ; it is eaſy to judge 


that great cruelties were committed on ſuch an 
occaſion : As the General of the army was 
highly incenſed at the obſtinate defence of that 
city, moſt of the men were put to the ſword, 
and there were none but the women and girls 
left. Theſe he defended from violence, in 
order that the ſoldiers might have part of 


this booty. A ſort of a lottery was made, and 
tickets diſtributed through the ſeveral compa- 


nies; the number of theſe tickets amounted 
but to ten thouſand; the prizes were four 

F which was tied 
| up 
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up a woman or girl; theſe were to belong 
to whatever ſoldier drew the number of each 
ſack ; my father had the good fortune to win 
one of them; he took up his ſack on his ſhoul- 
der, and a ſtrict e being given, that they 
ſhould not be opened, but in one certain place 
of the city; he, with three more of his com- 
rades, who had likewiſe the good luck to 
win prizes, made all the expedition they could 
with their burdens, to the place appointed for - 


* 


the ſacks being untied. 
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The His TOR y of the Sultana 
Gol. Saba. 


Ts E hour for tetiring being come, the 
1 Saltang ordered the actors and dancers 
to be conducted to an apartment ' ſeparate 
from the Princes, with a ſtrict injunction to 
keep them ſtill in the belief that they were 
in the palace of the Perizes. Goul-Saba was 
juſt upon the point of unravelling all their 
projects, by a violent paſſion ſhe had con- 
ceived for Maffoud, and which was more aug - 
mented by the recital of his adventures; when 
the ſaw the Princes and Princeſſes depart tlie 
hall, ſhe had no longer power to diſſemble her 
ſentiments. D 
The time approaches, ſaid ſhe to the Sul- 
tang J in Which Oguz permitted us to difpofe | 
hi N 3 of 


138 MOGUL TALES. 


of our perſons, and I declare to you that I 
intend to make uſe of my right, and the pow- 
er which he has given to us. I love Maſ. 
ſoud, and I will not conceal it, I avow to 
you, that I will not ſo much as endeavour 
= overcome the violent paſſion I have for 
im,” | | _ 
Oh Heaven! cried Gehernaz in a fright, 
think well, Sultana, of the ſhame which ſuch 
an alliance will bring upon you ; what, from 
the arms of the Monarch of Guzarat, our ſo- 
vereign Lord, our ſpouſe, can you think of 
ſinking into thoſe of a vile brafier, whoſe 
condition at preſent, is even below his birth, 
and who, by the recital of his life, full of 
diſorder and libertiniſm, ought to have given 
you a deteſtation for his perſon? Ah! Goul- 
Saba, cenſider once more, and do not think 
of diſhonouring yourſelf by ſo prepoſterous 
a union. + | 

*« You ought, Madam, rather by a wiſe and 
prudent conduct, to juſtify the choice which 
Oguz made of you, and the preference he ho- 
noured you with for more than fifteen years. 
We know, that our hearts may be ſurprized 
with vanious paſſions for an inſtant; but then, 
reaſon comes to our ſuccour : It is glorious to 
oppoſe thoſe ſurprizes of the ſenſes, and to 
go off victorious from the combat, in which 
the vanquiſhed: muſt be covered with ſhame. 
— Theſe remonſtrances ate very fine, replied 
Goul-Saba, briſkly, I know very well they 
are full of good ſenſe, but I am not ſatisfied 
with ſuch chimera's; it is eaſy for you to talk 
as you have now done, 5 
Ihe other Sultan and you were married to 
the Sultan in the prime of his youth; he lov- 
ed you paſſionately, and you paſſed away with 
him, more than twenty years, in the 1 de- 

| Iicious 
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licious manner imaginable, But for me, I found 
in that monarch nothing but anticipated age and 
languiſhing. And ſince he is now no more, I 
will frankly own to you, that I never had for 
him any thing but an indifference, if not aver- 
hon. Oh! heaven, cried Gehernaz, what then 
ſignified all thoſe demonſtrations of tenderneſs, 
thoſe inquietudes, thoſe agitations and tears 
which you ſhed in abundance ; at that moment 
the angel of death had lifted up his ſable, to 
put an end to the days of Oguz, Mere gri- 
mace, replied Goul-Saba, I played the comedy 
to perfection. Thus you have heard all the 

bay. and if in his laſt moments, you ſaw 
me ſo much afflited, my tears were occaſioned 
by the fear I was in, that you would revenge 
yourſelf on me and my ſon, for that fatiguing 
love, which the Sultan had for me to your 
prejudice: The little commerce which we had 
together, had not given me an opportunity to 
know you horough'y 1 I had no knowledge 
of your temper before the death of that 
Prince; but ſoon after, all my apprehenſions 
ceaſed. ee | 

The prudence of your conduct, and the ſin- 


cerity of your hearts, convinced me that my 


fears were groundleſs, I wiſh it were in my 
power to imitate your examples; but the dif- 
ference in our years renders it impoſſible ; and 
the full and entire liberty 1 am going to taſte 
with my dear Maſſoud, affords me ſuch ideas 
of pleaſure, that my ſenſes are raviſhed at the 
thought. - 4 1 £2 
As this ſtrange declaration of Goul-Saba was 
very particular, by good fortune, there were 
none preſent at it, but the Sultana, Bathal, 
the worthy ſon of ſuch a mother, and Cothrob, 
who, perceiving that the wiſe remonſtrances of 
Gehernaz had no effect, contented himſelf 55 
only 
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only ſaying to Goul-Saba, that perhaps, before 
the time n by Oguz was arrived, ſhe 
might poſſibly make more ſolid reflections, on 
the engagement ſhe propoſed to make; but un- 
til that very day, he enjoined her not to diſ. 
cover her quality to Maſſoud, which ſhe promifſ. 
ed to obſerve, and fo paſſed on to her apart- 
ment. Bathal ſoon followed her, and the mo- 
ment he entered, he threw his arms about her 
neck; and ſpoke as follows. Charming Sul- 
tana, the firmneſs you have. juſt now ſhewn to 
follow the reſolution you have taken, gives 
me infinite pleaſure,” becauſe it authorizes the 
violent paſſion I have conceived from IIdria, 
the youngeſt of the dancers. I believe you more 
reaſonable, as you eſpouſe Maſſoud, than to re- 
fuſe me that beautiful perſon for my wife. 
Goul-Saba was greatly aſtoniſhed at this pro- 
oſal of her ſon, and do you really think, 
athal, ſaid ſhe, that Ildris ſhall be your wife? 
And why not? replied he; Mafſoud, who is 
to be your huſband, is in the ſame condition. 
The caſe is very different, teplied ſhe, I marry 
Maſſoud te-gain my liberty; but you have no 
occaſion to eſpouſe Ildriz. That little creature 
will think herfelf ſufficiently honoured, by your 
declaring a favoutable regard for her, and ſhe 
will be proud to grant whatever you deſire. 
Alas! ſhe is only fit to be a theatrical Princels, 
and not the wife of a Prince, who, according 
to the will of Oguz, which muſt be opened in 
a few days, may be declared Sultan of Cuzarat, 
and if not yet will infallibly poſſeſs a very con- 
ſdetable pat of his tate, en d e, 
Will you permit me, to, lay open to you the 
veil Rtimeiits of my feat. Lovely Sultan re- 
plied Bathal. All this grandeur will only em- 
baralt me; the weight is too heavy, and I have 
no taſte for ſuch things; I am always uneaſy in 
| | | e 


that he could wiſh for in a flave, 
Propoſed one day to make great profit. Nor 
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the ſeraglio, and I declare I never had for 
Oguz, any of thoſe marks of tenderneſs, which 
J obſerve-the Princeſs Ackſou has for the Sul- 


tana Gehernez her mother, and which I feel 


for you. Inſtead of loving, on the contrary, I 
always regarded him as the cauſe of our ſlavery, 
In ſhort, my dear mother, I will no longer con- 
ceal my inclination from you. The taſte L have 
for muſick, and the violent paſſion I feel for 
Ildriz, has made me reſolve to embrace a pro- 
feſſion ſo amuſing as their's; allow me, there- 
fore, your permiſſion 'to follow that amiable 
dancer, fince ſhe alone can make life deſirable. 

Goul-Saba was ſtruck with ſuch amazement 
at the diſcourſe of her ſon, that. it ſtopped 
her ſpeech for ſome moments; at length, ſhe 
cried out, O! nature, nature, how powerful 
art theu! thy force is to great to be vanquiſh- 
ed; let us therefore ſubmit to thy dictates; well, 
Bathal, to juſtify our ſentiments, I will recount 


to you the true hiſtory both of your birth, and 


my OWN, + | | 
It is now time, continued the Sultana, to 
open theſe myſteries, which nothing but the 
pteſent ſituation of our affairs would have made 
me regard. I am neither a Circaſſian nor a Prin- 
ceſs, as Oguz believed me to be; the Jewiſh. 
merchant, who ſold me to him, bought me when 
I was about ſeven years old of my mother, who 
was a dancer in a company belonging to Agra, 
and who would have found it a great difficulty. 
to tell the name of my father. So that ſhe 
alone had power to difoole of me. The Jew, 
finding me to his taſte, gave her thirty pieces 
of gold for me, and was well pleaſed with his 
bargain. „ | 
He found in my perſon and diſpoſition, all 
by whom he 


did 
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did he ſpare any coſt in my education; at length, 
when I was grown up, he was informed, that 
the 'Sultan of Guzarat had' ordered the moſt 
beautiful girls in the eaſt, to be ſought for, 
in order to preſent: them to the Princes his 
ſons, and thinking that I might aſpire to that 
honour, he immediately began his journey to- 
wards this court. e . | 
Every company of dancers that paſſed 
through Cambaye, he hired to teach me to 
dance and fing; and as ſoon as Oguz had 
made known his intentions to the ſlave mcr- 
chants, I had alſo a maſter of muſick with 
whom I was much pleaſed ; he ſoon found the 
way to my Heart, but the Jew kept in the 
houſe an old, and very fevere governeſs, who 
never left us a moment; her prefence gave us 
great trouble, but Cafour (for that was the name 
of the muſick maſter,) having made her a pre- 
ſent of ſome ſweetnieats, - in Which he infuſed 
a ſleeping potion, ſhe was mightily pleaſed with 
them, and eat heartily, but in a ſmall time 
they -began to operate, and ſhe fell into a ſound 
flerp, Which we knew would laſt for an hour. 
This was what we wanted; and you may gueſs, 
my dear ſon, as our hearts were agreed, we 
did not paſs theſe precious moments in ſing- 
ing; no, we made a better uſe of the old wo- 
man's ſleep, and by the ſtricteſt calculation I am 
able to make, you owe your birth to that leſſon 
of muſick, J ˙ ah rs 
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order, to our muſick and finging, ſo that ſhe 
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EVENING LXIX. | 
The CS of Gu-Sthe, 7 

© pe ER 


H. E N. we perceived the old woman be- 
gan to awake, we ſat down in great 


did not ſuſpect us in the leaſt. We propoſed 
to ourſelves. much pleaſure by often uſing the 
ſame operations, but were, diſappointed ; for 
the Jew gave me notice that J muſt paſs in re- 
view before the Sultan; I was amazed at this 
news, but as I durſt not reſiſt his will, was 
forced to follow. him to the ſeraglio. I was 
unhappily one of the twelve flayes, which that 


Monarch choſe, and if, 1, felt an extreme joy, 
to find that none of the young Princes had de- 


ſigned to honour, me with regard, it was but of 
ſhort continuance, becauſe the Sultan bought us 
all, and the ſame day, he gave me to under- 
ſtand, by his Vizir, that he had deſtined me 
to the honour of his, own bed; this news 
threw me almoſt into deſpair, and I was twenty 
times ready to .acquaint the. Sultan with my 
paſſion for Cafour; but (fearing his fury, and 
the ill-treatment I ſhould meet with from the 
Jew, if I was ſent. back to him,) I deſiſted 
from any explanation. J 


I thought it more adyiſcable to declare, that 


I would never conſent to his deſires, but in the 


quality 
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quality of his wife; I perſuaded myſelf that 
this would he an invincible object to his love, 
but he ſoon ſurmounted that difficulty, for the 
_Iman dreading his anger, if he decided not in 
_ favour of his inclination, betrayed his religion, 
by declaring that (notwithſtanding the four Sul. 
tana's whom he had eſpouſed) I might yet be. 
come his lawful wife, accordingly he married 
us immediately, Judge my dear ſon, what an 
embaraſſment I found myſelf in, when J con- 
ſidered the condition in which the laſt leſſon 
of Cafour had put me. The laſt recourſe I now 
had was to artifice, that I might appear in his 
eyes, what in reality I was not. For more than 
eight days I irritated his paſſion by a coyneſs of 
behaviour, which he attributed to extreme mo- 
deſty and wiſdom; in ſhort, I played my part 
ſo well that the Sultan became my dupe, and 
believed himſelf the happieſt man in the 
world. 1 e 
I lay- in of you at the end of nine months, 
counting from the very day, in which Cafopr 
gave the old governeſs the fleeping potion. The 
good Monarch, who was accounted your father, 
had all the faith imaginable, and indulged you 
to the day of his death with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs. It is therefore, upon the whole, no great 
wonder my dear Bathal, that I, ſpringing from 
za dancer, ſuch as my mother, and you, from 
. ſuch a muſician as Cafour, ſhould both have in- 
clinations ſuitable to our birth; that is to ſay, 
that I love Maſſoud, and you admire 11diz ; ſo 
_ that if you are reſolved to renounce your for: 
tune, I cannot abſolutely diſapprove your paſ- 


fion, and you may be ſure I will authorize and 
aſſiſt you in it to the utmoſt of my power. | 
If Bathal was aſtoniſhed to find that he was 
not the ſon of Oguz, that Monarch, (who from 
the hollow-gallery which ran all the length 9 
1 ; t e 
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the Sultana's apartments, and heard all the con- 
verſation Goul-Saba had with her ſon,) was ſo 
much furprized at the contents of it, that he 
had like to have died with grief and rage; 
but happily for him, Cothrob, who fore-knew 
that ſuch diſcovery. would be made, was ſtand-- 
ing by the fide of the Sultan, and gently drew 
him from the gallerys into his own chamber, 
where he thought proper to let him vent the 
firſt force of his reſentments without interrup- 
tion. | 
« What! cried Oguz, 1s it poſſible, that I 
have been, to ſuch a degree, the dupe of this 
ignominious creature? No, I could never have 
believed it true, if I had not heard it with my 
own ears, Ah! | gras Goul-Saba, con- 
tinued he, you ſhall not long have' reaſon te 
boaſt of theſe inſults; I will quickly revenge 
my injured honour in ſo terrible a manner, that 
you ſhall ſerve for an example to poſterity.” 
« Sir, replied Cothrob, the Prophet will not 
permit you to puniſh the Sultana with death; 
for after all, ſhe is not ſo very guilty as your 
paſſion repreſents her; was it in her power to 
recal what was paſt? ſhe was ignorant of the 
honour to which ſhe was deſtined, and having 
been weak enough to yield to the purſuits of 
Cafour, could ſhe have concealed. the accident 
which had happened to her with more addreſs; 
ſhe was then under an abſolute neceſlity of de- 
ceiving you, and hence you ſee, my lord, that 
the happineſs of mortals conſiſts only in opi- 
nion ; you have been for more than fifteen years 
happy with Goul-Saba, becauſe you thought her 
faithful; but when once you began to doubt 
whether her caraſſes were ſincere, you grew very 
deſirous of being fully convinced. The Pro- 
phet has ſuffered you to be ſo, more for the 
Juſtification of the other Sultang, and that 
Vor.. II. O A : you 
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you might ſee the ſincerity of their hearts, 
than for your own ſatisfaction; for. it would 
have been much more for your repoſe to have 
remained always in ignorance; but, as it is 
already done, you ought to endure your af. 
fliction patiently, as you'at- firſt- promiſed, | and 
regard the conduct of that wanton Sultana, with 
the indifference and ſcorn ſhe deſerves.” ; 

© You are in the right, my dear friend, ſaid 
the Sultan, but as it is late, and I have need 
of repoſe to recover my ſpirits, which are ex- 
hauſted by the converſation to which T have 
been liſtening, I will retire to bed,; though 
all the ſteps of Gbul- Saba, ſince I have been 
ſhut up in this apartment, and her indifference 
for my death, had ſufficiently / prepared me for 
all events; yet I could never have borne the 
diſcovery ſhe made relating to the birth of 
Bathal, if it had not been for your wiſe coun- 
ſels, which enables me to keep my: firſt re ſolu- 
tion; I hope I ſhall: ſoon recover the uſe of 
my reaſon, and behave in this affair, as a man 
abſolutely diſintereſted.““ The Iman, having 
left the Monarch of Guzarat in thefe good ſen- 
timents, paſſed the night in great tranquility. 
The Sultan, next day, being ſeatod in the 
hall, ſent word to Mouiad that they wanted to 
hear the reſt of the adventures of Abderaim, 
which he continued to relate in theſe terms. 
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The HisToky of Abdergim, recited 
buy Mauiad. 
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father and his companions arrived-at a little 


town, which was allotted for holding the pil- 
lage, and there, entering a ſmall alehouſe, the 
three ſoldiers Who were more, eager than Ab- 
deraim opened their ſacks, wherein each of 
them found a young girl of extraordinary beauty. 
Abderaim ſoon; untied his, but when it was 
opened, the reſt. were ready to burſt with laugh - 
tet, at ſeeing an old woman, of more than an 


hundred years of age, and who looked like a 


demon, rather than one of the ſex. Never was 


ſurprize equal to my father's; he was ready to 
die with rage, and the too coarſe raillery of 
his comrades, who pretended to go away, tell- 
ing him they would not diſturb him with ſo fine 
a perſon, which put him into ſuch a fury, that 
clapping his hand to his ſabre he was going to 
cut the old woman in an hundred pieces, but 
recolleCting himſelf, he put his weapon into the 

ſcabbard. | 
„It is not thy fault, ſaid he to her, that I 
had not a better lot. I pardon thee, excuſe the 
firſt motions of my paſſion, and rejoice in the 
Q 2 | liberty 
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liberty which I offer you. I am not to be hap- 

- © You are more ſo than you imagine, 
replied the old woman, and to convince you, 
give me your hand, and I will ſoon give you 
manifeſt proofs of my power.” 

My father preſented his hand to her, and no 
ſooner did that woman ſtamp on the-ground, 
than it inſtantly opened, and they found them- 
ſelves in a ſtately palace ; the apartments were 
magnificent beyond deſcription; the gardens 
ſtruck the fight with infinite pleaſure, and in- 
ſtead of an old woman, he ſaw a young lady 
perfectly beautiful, with ſo majeſtick an air, 
that it ſtruck him with awful wonder. 

Thou art ſurprized, ſaid ſhe, at what thou 
beholdeſt here, but thou wilt ceaſe to be afraid 
when thou knoweſt that I am the famous Mer- 
gian Banou, ſo much mentioned in your roman- 
ces; being really of that ſpecies of Genii, whoſe 
only pleaſure conſiſts in doing good to man- 
kind. As I had taken under my protection 
three noble perſons, who lived in the city 
which your army pillaged, and was reſolved to 
ſave them from the inſolence of the ſoldiers, I 
tranſported myſelf into their houſe, and after I 
had put them into ſecurity, I had a mind to di- 
vert myſelf, and to that end I ſuffered' myſelf 
to be taken and ſhut up in a ſack, under the. 
form of an old woman, to ſee if the perſon to 


whoſe lot I ſhould fall, had any humanity. 
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EVENING LXXI. 


The HisTokRy of Abderaim, - recited 


by Mouiad. 


(Continued.) 


70 U were happy enough to have the 
ſentiments of an honeſt man, for which 
I ſhall not fail to recompenſs you; but in the 


firſt place, I intend to ſhew you all the beau- 
ties in this palace, which formerly belonged 


to Rocail Ben- Adam. That great man was 
poſſeſſed of the moſt exalted ſciences, and 
was endowed with fo lively and penetrating a 
ſpirit, that he ſeemed rather an angel than a 
man. | „„ 
Surkhage, who was likewiſe a puiſſant Ge- 
nil, at that time commanded abſolutely in all 
the region of Mount-Caf, and as the fame of 


Rocail Ben-Adam had ſpread all over the 


earth; he ſent to entreat this ſage to come 


And aſſiſt him in governing his kingdoms, hay- 


ing great occaſion for ſuch a powerful man to 
keep his ſubjects in awe. This illuſtrious phi- 
loſopher hearkened to the prayers of Surkhage, 


and came at his requeſt, continuing with him 
for many ages. | 


But at length, whether by divine revelation," 
or by the knowledge of that ſcience which he 
poſſeſſed, I know not, he foteſaw that the time 
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of his death drew nigh, and told Surkhage, 
that as he was upon the point of paſling into 
another life, he would leave him ſome extraor. 
dinary monument by which his memory would 
be preſerved, and which might laſt to poſte. 
rity: Wherefore he cauſed this palace to be 
built of ſo ſuperb a ſtructure, that nothing in 
the univerſe can equal it, and he contrived it 
with ſuch ſkill, that one may fee a great num- 
ber of ſtatues of different forms, 'made by the 
Taliſmanic art, which by ſecret ſprings perform 
every thing that living men can do for the ſer. 
vice of others. You can only diſtinguiſh, ſaid 
the Fairy, by their eyes, which are immoveable, 
that they are not alive. 
Soon after Rocail Ben-Adam died, and 
Surkhage fell into ſuch violent grief, that he 
reſolved to quit his kingdoms, to which pur- 
pole, he called a general aſſembly of the Perizes, 
and put them all under my power, and for 
more than a thouſand years, I have governed 
them peaceably, by exactly following thie coun- 
ſel of that great man, which 1 keep in my cloſet 
written in letters of gold, as my moſt precious 
treaſure, . i 
Then Mergian Banou conducted me into a 
vety fine hall, where I was ſurprized to find 
the three beautiful perſons, whom I had ſo 
lately ſeen in my comrades ſacks; they inform- 
ed him that the moment they were going to he 
"carried to flavery, the Fairy had ſubſtituted in 
their places three apes, which ſo much ſur- 
prized the ſoldiers, that they have not yet 1e- 
covered. $2 F EAN 
This, continued the Fairy, was the recom- 
pence I made, for the ſervice which thoſe beau- 
tiful girls had formerly done me: According 
to the cuſtom of the Fairies, I am obliged, one 
day in every week, to take the form of ſome 
animal, 


= 
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animal, and during that time only, we are 
ſubject to all the infirmities of humanity, nay, 
even to death. I was about three months ago 
transformed into a frog, when a clown found 
me by the ſide of a rapid river, whoſe waves 
had forced me on ſhore; he was juſt going 
to kill me, as theſe three fiſters came by, who 
being touched with compaſſion, begged him to 
do me no hurt, but to obtain that favour, he 
iniiſted that each of them ſhould give him a 
kiſs, and a piece of ſilver. Whatever repug- 
nance they had at being approached by ſuch 

a ruſtick, yet they agreed to his demands, and 
ſaved my life; ſo, taking me out of his hands, 
they threw me into the river. Ever ſince that 
time, I have made it my buſineſs to do them 


good, and I deſign to eſtabliſh each of them 


in a manner which ſhall make them be en- 
vied by all the beauties of the Eaſt, 
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EVENING LXXII. 
The Hisrory of Abderaim, recited 
by Mowad. Ne 
| (Continued.) 


JAY father, after having been conducted by 
Mergian.Banou, through all the palace, 


and having admired all the various rariues, re- 
turned, into the hall, where ſhe; entertained 
him with a delicate repaſt, at which, all the 


animated 
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animated ſtatues performed their ſervices with 
ſo great order, that the moſt exact domeſtick 
in the world, could not have acquitted them- 
ſelves better. He paſled the night in a deli. 
cious apartment, and the next day the fairy 
came to viſit him. Abderaim, ſaid ſhe to him, 
to recompenſe you for the kind manner in 
which you treated me, 1 am going to beſtow - 
on you a gift which you can enjoy but ſor 
the ſpace of one year, to commence from 
this day; it is the power of taking, whenever 
you pleaſe, the figure of the three firſt ani- 
mals you ſhall meet, when you-go out of this 
palace, and under their forms as well as your 
own, you ſhall be invulnerable; during all 
this time you ſhall want for nothing, and by 
pronouncing my name, you ſhall find me al- 
ways ready to ſerve you, in every thing that 
is reaſonable. There is in the univerſe, only 
one evil ſpirit, againſt whom my power is 
weak, and that is Sohetian-Couli ; this Genii, 
whole entire delight is to mankind, hurt, as 
' ſoon as ſhe knows you are under my protec- 
tion, will watch every occaſion to injure: 
you. However, ſhe can do nothing againſt 
you for a year, provided, that every morning 
when you awake, you ſay theſe holy words: 
6 There is only one God, and Mahomet is the 
Prophet; which will drive back the Demons 
to their dark abode. 5 

I have nothing more to add, but to aſk whe- 
ther either of theſe three charming ladies, 
whom you ſaw yeſterday in this Palace, had the 
power to inſpire you with love. My father 
found himſelf much embarraſſed at this queſ- 
tion, till the Fairy deſired him to explain him- 
ſelf freely. Puiſſant Mergian Banou, ſaid he, 
ve cannot diſpoſe of our hearts, as we would; 
thoſe lovely perſons are every way Pe 
LEST 4's | | ut 
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but as you have ordered me to explain. to 
ou my natural ſentiments, I muſt confeſs that 
neither of thoſe ladies have made any impreſ- 
fon on me. I am ſorry for it, replied the 
Fairy, becauſe if you had choſen one of them, 
you would have been much happier, but I 
will not pretend to perſuade you ; ſay to 
what part of the world you deſire to be tranſ- 
ported”. ES . 

Illuſtrious Mergian Banou, replied my father, 
fince I am bleſſed by your protection, and the 
gift which you have beſtowed upon me, there 
is ſcarce any fortune to which I may not 
aſpire; be pleaſed then to order that { may 
be conducted into the dominions of the Sul- 


tan of Carizme. I find, ſaid the Fairy, you 


have heard of the Princeſs Zarat-Alriadh, his 
daughter, who is a miracle of beauty ; well I will 
myſelf conduct yau, but take great care to 
obſerve, what three animals you firſt meet 
with, and make good uſe of the year, which 
you have before you, for after that I have 
no power to protect you, nor muſt you hope 
for any farther ſuccours ; this is the decree 
of the deſtinies. After ſaying this, the Fairy 
embraced my father, and in an inſtant they 
traverſed through a great ſpace of earth, with 
extreme ſwiftneſs, and after having brought 
him- out to a wood, Within three leagues of the 


city of Carizme, ſhe vaniſhed, 


The place where the earth had opened to let 


| them out, was juſt by the den of a terrible lion. 


Surprized at the noiſe which the beaſt made, 
he ſtood like a ſtatue, but the lion, who had 
been more terrible at the opening of the earth, 


fled fwiftly. It is well, cried my father, I 


may take this ſhape, whenever I pleaſe. 
Coming out of the wood, and continuing 
his way to the city of Carizme, he perceived 
| a great 


8 
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a great rat come out of a hole, and in a fey 
moments after, a little ſpangled fly came, and 
placed itſelf upon his hand. Theſe are, ſaid 
e, without doubt, the two other animals, 
which Mergian Banou ſpoke of to me. 
However, in order to try the experiment, 
he transformed himſelf ſucceſſively into a lion, 
a rat, and a fly; after ſo doing, he re- aſſumed 
his own ſhape, and travelled on towards Ca- 
rizme, but was quite ſurprized to find it blocks 
ed up on all fides, by an army of forty thou- 
fand men, commanded by the Sultan of No- 
uais-Tartars; and being informed by the 
oldiers of the cauſe of this enmity between 
the two Sultans, he found that Hebat Allah, 
Monarch of Carizme, had refuſed his daughter 
to the King of the Tartars; becauſe, for the 
ferocity of his temper, he had been ſurnamed 
Nemer, i. e. Tiger, by his own ſabjects; he was 
fixty- five years old, and befides that, ſo mon- 
ſtrouſly deformed and ugly, that it was im- 
poſſible to look at him without terror. | 
They added that Nemer, upon this refuſal, 
fell into. ſo violent a rage, that he ſwore he 
would deſtroy the kingdom, and make flaves 
of all the ſubjefts, both men and women; 
and as for the Sultan of Carizme, and the 
Princeſs his daughter, he would with his own 
hand be their executioner. 
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EVENING LXXIII. 


The HisToRy of Abderaim, recited 
* by; Mage," |, 1 


(Continued.) 


BDERAIM, being thoroughly informed 
of the unjuſt proceedings of the Tartars, 
was ſenſibly touched at the unhappy fate of 
Zarat Alriadh, of whoſe extraordinary beauty 
he had received a very advantageous account; 


be therefore reſolved. to. ſuccour her on this 


preſſing occaſion ;. but, in the firſt place, he 
was willing to judge of that Princeſs's merit. 
To affeft which, he aſſumed the figure of a 
fly, and paſſing without difficulty thro” the ene- 
my's. camp, he went directly to the Palace of 
the Sultan, in the . midſt of which, without 
being introduced, he entered the chamber, in 


| Which Zarat Alriadh lay aſleep. . 


In my father's opinion, nothing. in nature 
was. ſo perfectly beautiful as that Princeſs ; it 
was near morning when he entered, which gave 
him the greater opportunity to admire the num- 


| berleſs graces of that charming creature; and, 


as all the; palace were. at their repoſe, Abde. 
raim thought, he ſhould. run no hazard if he 
appeared in his on form; and calling upon 
Mergian Banou, he only begged that be might 
be cloathed in a proper, manner, and 155 in- 

* 5 ant 
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tant found himſelf dreſſed in a moſt magnifi- 
cent habit. Then falling upon his knees, by 
the Princeſs's bed-fide, and having taken her 
hand, which lay out of the bed, he killed it 
with ſuch violent tranſports, that ſhe awaked, 
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EVENING LXXIV. 


The HisTory of Abderaim, recited 
by Mouiad. 


(Continued) 


FF ARAT Alriadh, was well aſſured ſhe had 
81; ſeen a man in her chamber, but her at- 
tendants, far from believing any ſuch thing, 
regarded all ſhe ſaid as the effects of a dream; 
the Sultan her father coming to ſee her, told 
her plainly, if. ſhe had no more prudence than 
to aſſert poſitively ſuch things as were morally 
impoſſible, and if ſhe continued to talk in 
ſuch a manner, every body would believe ſhe 
was bereaved of her ſenſes. | ; 
The Princeſs was not to be perſuaded out of 
what ſhe had ſeen, yet ſhe felt great diſquiet 
to think that nobody gave any faith to her diſ- 
courſe ; ſhe could not help dinking of an ad- 


venture ſo ſingular, and continued all the 
morning in a violent agitation. and being ex- 
tremely melancholy, ſhe ſhut herſelf up alone 
in her cloſer, and burſting into a flood of tears, 
How unhappy am 1, cried ſhe, is not my ſor- 

| : rows, 


who am favoured by the mo 
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row great enough for the deplorable ſtate to 


which we are reduced, but I muſt alſo be 


looked upon as''a dreamer: Ah! whoever 


thou art that 1 ſaw in the morning, Man or 
Genii, I forgive the boldneſs of thy entering 
my chamber, provided that in this moment, 
thou wilt appear before my eyes, in the ſame 
form, I will look upon thee without fear: 


And I ſwear to thee, by the head of my father, 
that I will inviolably keep it ſecret, if thou 


wilt confide” in me,” | 
No ſooner had Zarat Alriadh pronounced 
theſe laſt words, but Abderaim appeared before 
her, exactly in the fame manner he had done 
in the morning, and perceiving that ſhe was a 
little- ſurprized, ſpoke as follows: © Recover 


yourſelf, Madam, ſaid he, I am too ſenſible of 


the reſpet I owe you, ever to abuſe thy pow- 


er; but being informed of the abominable pro- 
ceedings of | the Sultan: Namar againſt you, I 
flew to. your. aſhſtance, and flatter myſelf I 
ſhall: be able to fruſtrate all his projects; if 


thy lovely perſon deigns to ee. of mine, 
puiſſant of the. 
Perizes, named Mergian-Banou, I dare lift my 


eyes even to the Princeſs of Carizme; if ſhe will 
permit me to hope, I ſhall at laſt meet with a 


favourable regard from the: moſt beautiful per- 
ſon in the:nneveste; od n ener I oder 
The Princeſs, during the whole time of this 


diſcodrſe, viewed Abderaim with great atten- 
tion: He was young, handſome, well made, 
and endowed with a very extraordinary pow- 
er; in making the compariſon between him, 


and the old Sultan of Tartary, who, as ſhe 
had been informed, was ugly enough to fright- 
en every body that looked upon him, ſhe ſoon 


gave preference to the former, and addteſſed 
herſelf to him with ſome timidity. Whoever 
| P 
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you are, ſaid ſhe, I approve every thing you 


will be pleaſed to do for your deliverance 


from the oppreſſion of Namar, and ſhall think 
myſelf under the greateſt obligation to you. 
In ſhort, I intreat you to tell me, what you 
deſire, in return for ſo eſfential a ſervice. The 
liberty, Madam, replied Abderaim, to declare at 
all times that I adore you, and permiſſion to 


— 


hope, that I may obtain a place in your bo- 


W. a 

My Lord, ſaid Zarat Alriadh to him, with 
much modeſty, Love, and hope, but you are 
not ignorant that I depend entirely on Hebat- 
Allah, obtain me from him, and be aſſured, 
if he commands me ta receive our vows, 
you will not find me in the leaſt diſplea ſed for 
ſuch an union. My father threw himſelf at 
the Princeſs's feet, which he embraced with 
great ardour, expreſſing the moſt lively ac- 
knowledgments for ſo. kind a favour; but hear- 


ing a noiſe in the next chamber, he judged it 


proper to diſappear, and by the time he had 


re- aſſumed the form of a fly, the Sultan of 
Carizme entered, bearing in his face the tokens 
of exceſſive melancholy. TP 

Ahl my child, cried he, Iam come juſt 
now from being informed, that the Tartar has 
ſpies in Carizme, and I tremble with concern 
while I tell you, that both you and I would 
have been this very night delivered into his 


hands, if I had not happily diſcovered the en- 


terprize.; the traitors are. already exccuted with 
the moſt violent tortures; I have cauſed the 
guards to be doubled, and configned all the 
ports in this city to the care of ſuch perſons, 
as are of aſſured fidelity; but the moſt trou- 
ble I have, is, that Namar has ſent me a defi- 
ance. He has an Elephant of ſo prodigious a 
fize, that his equal was never ſeen for Ay 
: an 


MOGUL TALES. 159 
and courage ; he made ſo great ravage in the 
laſt battle, that all the people are ſenſible how 
much he is to be feared. 1 | * 
The Tartar propoſes to make a combat, be- 
tween this monſter, and a man, or any beaſt 
of ſtrength 1 ſhall pleaſe to chooſe; on con- 
dition, that if he be vanquiſhed,” the Sultan 
will immediately depart with all his troops: 
But if the Elephant be conqueror, you and 1 
ſhall be delivered up to his mercy, - I have af 
ſembled all my council on this occaſion, but I 
perceived nothing but fear in all their coun- 
tenances: I cauſed the defiance of Namar to 
be publiſhed throughout all Carizme, but none 
of our ſubjects has been daring enough to pre- 
ſent themſelves; in ſhort, Namar has ſent me 
word, that if I do not give him an anſwer 
this night, he will to-morrow make a general 
aſſault, and put all to the ſword. | 

The Princeſs was 'extremely alarmed at-this 
news; but recollecting herſelf, and confiding 


in the promiſes which Abderaim had made her: 


My Lord, faid ſhe, to Hebat Allah, we muſt 
hope, that our Prophet will regard us with an 
eye of pity, and to implore his aſſiſtance, I 
would adviſe you to have the prayers redou- 
bled in all the moſques; perhaps in our laſt 
extremity, he will vouchſafe to ſend us a de- 
liverer, who will overcome our enemy. 

The Sultan approved very well of his daugh- 
ter's council, and retired inſtantly to put it in 
execution. Soon as the door was ſhut, my fa- 
ther appeared again before Zarat Alriadh. I 
heard your converſation with the Sultan, ſaid 
he to her, and I can aſſure you, lovely Prin- 
ceſs, by the head of our Prophet, that I ſhall 
to-morrow vanquiſh Namar's mighty Elephant. 

After I have conferred a little with Mergian- 
Banou, I will preſent myſelf before Hebat- 

P 2 Allah, 
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Allah, and from him I ſhall demand your hand, 
as the reward of the victory, if you will con- 
deſcend to grant me permiſſion. I gave it to 
ou before, anſwered ſhe, but remember, my 
ord, that I am wholly intereſted in your 
ſafety, and take care to preſerve a life that 
is dear to me. | | I. 
Abderaim kiſſed the hand of Zarat Alriadh, 
a hundred times, and aſter having implored 
the aſſiſtance of the fairy, his protectreſs, he, 
by her advice, preſented himſelf before the 
Sultan of Carizme. | ELD YET, 
My Lord, ſaid he, having heard of the 
troubles which embarraſs you, I am come to 
offer you my ſervice ; I promiſe you the death 
of the Elephant, of which the Prince of Tar- 
tary boaſts ſo much; and will do more, be- 
cauſe I know the perfidy of that Sultan, and 
am very ſenſible, that he has no intention to 
keep his word with you, which he has paſſed 
in caſe that animal be vanquiſhed; I will to- 
- morrow lay his head at your feet, and make 
all his troops paſs under the ſabres of your 
' ſoldiers, But permit me to ſet a price on 
ſuch a victory, and promiſe, that the lovely 
Princeſs, your daughter, ſhall be my reward; 
animated ' by that hope, there is nothing, my 
Lord, that I am not able to execute. 
Brave unknown, replied the Sultan, who: 
ever thou art, you could not have come about 
an affair ſo diflicult, without the aid of ſome 
ſupernatural powers if you believe me, I fwear 
by all that is moſt ſacred in our religion, 
that I will give you the Princeſs to wife, pro- 
vided ſhe will conſent. I aſk no more, my 
Lord, replied Abderaim, be pleaſed to let the 
Sultan of the Tartars know, that he may ſend 
his Elephant to-morrow to the place, * 
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he appointed you for the combat, and I will. 
ſend a lion to oppoſe him, who will not be 
afraid of his mighty ſize, and after he has 


gained the victory over this monſtrous ani- 
mal, you ſhall ſee me at the head of your 


ſoldiers, treading under our feet the Tartars, 
till you have no longer reaſon to fear their 


numbers, I have a ſecret art, which will 


render their arrows of no uſe; in ſhort, your 
ſoldiers ſhall deſtroy them ſo totally, that 
ſcarce a man of them ſhall remain alive, to 
carry the dreadful news into his own country. 


$920SS$S9D0000000S 
EVENING LXXV. © 


The HisTory. of Abderaim, recited 
by Maui ad. 


.. (Continued.). 
TY promiſes of 4 Abderaim, had ſo great 


an appearance of truth, and the! ſincere 
manner in which he made them, had ſo POW 
erful an effect on the Sultan of Carizme, that 
he re- aſſumed his former ſerenity of mind, 
and ſent word to Nemar, that he accepted 
his conditions, and at the head of ten thou- 
land men, the next morning would conduct 
a lion out f the city, to the plain, which 
faced the principal gate, in order to enter the 
combat with this formidable Elephant. If this 
anſwer aſtoniſhed the Sultan of the Tartars, 
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it cauſed univerſal joy throughout all Cariz. 
me, and every one waited for 'the day with 
extreme inpatienctde. 
During this time, Hebat Allah, to  encou- 
rage my father, thought it proper to introduce 
him to the beautiful Princeſs, and preſenting 
him to her, ſaid, My dear daughter, this 
young warrior is the perfon in whom I place 
all my 1 m0 Notwithſtanding, the many and 
extreme difficulties which he has to encoun- 
ter, I have an entire confidence in every thi 
he ſays, and doubt not that he will totally de- 
ſtroy our enemy; on which condition I flat- 
ter myſelf, that you will receive him as your 
ſpouſe, without reluftance, FRY 
Zarat Alriadh feigned to be extremely ſur- 
prized at the fight of Abderaim: My Lord, 
ſaid ſhe to the Sultan, I receive your orders 
with that ſubmiſſion, which I'ſo juſtly owe 
to my father, and my King, and have a per- 
fett faith in the promiſes of him whom you 
preſent me; becauſe he is the ſame perſon 1 
ſaw this morning in my chamber, whoſe pre- 
ſence put me in ſo great a fright, that I ſcarce 
at any time knew, whether it-was a reality 
or a dream; he certainly is endued with a ſu- 
pernatural power, and able to execute things, 
which, 'to common underſtandings, may ſeem 
impoſble, ee... 0415 OE 
Ihe Sultan ceuld not forbear laughing at the 
whimſical notion of his daughter. Ah! my 
child, ſaid he, forget your nightly viſion, and 
recommend your future fpouſe to the care and 
favour of our Great Prophet. My Lord, re- 
plied Abderaim, the Frinceſs is not miſtaken, 
I dare aſſure you, that what The has told you 
on that ſubject is not an, illuſion,” I do not 
comprehend you, cried the Sultan, ſmiling, 
(Who believed that my father had 2 66 
| N | min 
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mind to flatter the lady's imagination.) Let us 


at preſent think of nothing but evercoming an 


enemy, from whom I have ſuffered ſo many 
outrages. | . WM 
That, ſaid Abderaim, is my buſineſs, and I 
once more aſſure you, that by this time to-mor- 
10w, you will find a great change in your af- 
fairs. May the Prophet ſecond your endea- 
yours! ſaid the Sultan; but it is now time to 
retire, and leave the Princeſs at liberty: After 


the uſual compliments, he conducted my father 
to a magnificent collation, and when ſupper was 
over, to an apartment in the palace, prepared 


for his repoſe. _ | 
The next 1 by break of day, Hebat 
Alladh went out o 


the. plain, whom the Tartars irritated io the 


combat, *till- that animal began to be impati- 
ent at not ſeeing his enemy. But in a ſmall 


time they perceived coming out of the city, a 
monſtrous lion, who by the beating his flanks 
with his tail, and his teriTble roar, gave the 


Tartars to underſtand the indignation he was 
in, at being obliged to fight with an animal, 


ſo much unworthy of his courage. 

Before I proceed to the recital of the com- 
bat, illuſtrious Perizes, continued Maſſoud, it 
is fit that I ſhould remind you (though without 
doubt you know it much better than 1] that 
all animals of the ſame ſpecies have among 
themſelves a fignal, or articulation of voice, by 
which they underſtand. one another. My fa. 
ther, having been informed of this by Mergian- 
Banou, (ſoon as he was left alone in his apart- 
ment, the evening before the combat,) opened 
the window of his chamber, and taking the 
form of a fly, flew out, and deſcended in the 
midſt of the city, and took the form of a rat, 
22 | __ whereby, 


Carizme, at the head of 
ten thouſand men and found the elephant on 


— 
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whereby, ſetting up a cry which theſe little ani - 
mals underſtood as a call, he aſſembled in leſs 
than half an hour, all the rats in the city to 
him; and having in their language explained 
to them the whole affair, he put himſelf at 
their head, and led them out at the port, to 
the number of eight thouſand; and on their 
firſt entrance into the camp of the Tartars, he 
diſtributed his troops into ſeveral quarters of 
the army, each of which punQually obſerving 
the orders of their chief, ranged themſelves 
in the cordage of the Tartars bows, who were 
at that time in a ſound ſleep, and executed 
their commiſſion ſo exactly, that all the cords 
were knawed in ſuch a manner, that they hung 
but by a ſingle thread. OO oo 
This operation was ' performed with great fi- 
lence, and after my father had conducted the 
rats again into the city, he re-took his own 
form and repoſed himſelf ſome hours. On the. 
great expected morning, he was found in the 
chief place of the city of Carizme, in the 
form of a lion, attended with two black ſlaves, 
that were ſent to him by Mergian-Banou, and 
by whom he was conducted to the appointed 
ſtage. | FM 
The elephant and the lion, after having for 
ſome time viewed each other, with eyes ſpark- 
ling with rage and fury, degan fo terrible a com- 
bat that the like had never been ſeen; if the 
elephant had prodigious ſtrength, the lion was 
invulnerable and endowed. with extreme agili- 
ty; he attacked the elephant with ſo much 
violence and cunning, that it was with the 
greateſt difficulty that animal defended himſelf 
from his teeth and-claws; in vain did he em- 
loy his trunk againſt the hon, though he ſtruck 
96. With all his force, in vain did he endea- 
vour to gripe him With his teeth, the lion ſtill 
EW baffled 
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baMed all the attacks of his enemy; at laſt, 
after an hour's combat, the lion ſeized hold of 
his trunk and cut it with his teeth, and atthe ſame 
moment with his tallons, clawed out both his 
eyes. The lion, having blinded the elephant, 
ſeized hold of his throat, and ſtrangled him on 
the ſpot with as much eaſe as if he had been 
only a {imple deer, 85 x $1721 9 
The citizens of Carizme, who, from the walls 
were ſpectators of the victory, ſet up a loud 
cry of joy, and. the ten thouſand men, who 
were headed by Hebat Alladh, having an- 
ſwered their ſhout; the Tartars were extremely 
enraged, and by the order of Nemar, advanc- 
ed to ,chaſtiſe their inſolence; but Abderaim, 
having aſſumed his own ſhape, joined the Sultan 
of Carizme, bid the Tartars defiance, Who, 
upon .endeavouring to make uſe of their. bows, 
were ſtruck, with the greateſt ſurprize, when 
they found that they were rendered entirely 
uſeleſs, Frightened at an adventure ſo extraor- 
dinary, and pierced in every part by the darts 
of the Carizmians, who aſſaulted them ſabre 
in hand, they loſt all- their courage, and in leſs 
than four hours, there was not a ſingle Tartar 
left alive. N 
My father, who with great eagerneſs ſearch- 
ed for the cruel Nemar, with-much pains found 
him, and, after an obſtinate combat, having 
vanquiſhed him he cut off his head, and ac- 
cording to promiſe threw it at the feet of the 
Sultan of Carizme. . At the fight of which, 
and after ſo complete a victory, it is eaſy to 
judge of the joy of Hebat Alladh and the 
Princeſs, who juſtly regarded him as the ſo- 
vereign deliverer of themſelves and the whole 
kingdom. | : | 
That Monarch, in order to perform punc- 
tually the promiſe he had made to my father, 
; Rs 9 cauſed 


* 


166 MOGUL TALES. 
cauſed the marriage between him and the Prin- 
ceſs Zarat Altiadh, to be celebrated with great 
magnificence the fame day. | Ee ES 

It is impoſlible to expreſs the extreme ſatis- 
faction my father and his ſpouſe enjoyed, dur- 
1ng three months, in. which there were con- 
tinual feaſts and rejoicings ; but ſoon after, the 
Sultan having a mind to have Abderaim de- 
clared his ſucceſſor, - reſolved to make a tour 
through all the cities in his dominions, and to 

oblige them to take the oath of fidelity to his 
favourite ſon-in-law. | | „ 

He accordingly put this deſign. in execution, 
and being arrived at a city [the name of which 
1 now forget] but it was near the ſea; the 
Governor, after having entertained his royal 
gueſts, with great magnificence for ſeveral days, 
invited them to ſee the beds of pearl, which 
were formed but three leagues from thence, 
and propoſed to give them a ſuperb entertatn- 
ment. $-.. mg 1338 : 

The Sultan, Abderaim and the Princeſs his 
ſpoufe, entered aboard a. very fine ſhip ; they 
ſet fail in order to ſee the ris, attended by 
two other ſhips; this pleaſant voyage laſted 
three days; on the firſt and ſecond the repaſts 
were ſerved with much delicacy, and the night 
before the third day the veſſels were illuminat- 
ed in an extraordinary manner. 

The feaſt continued *till very late at night, 
and Abderaim, having drank freely of the ex- 
cellent wine of Schiraz, ſlept the next morn- 
ing later than ordinary, inſomuch that the com 
pany waited for him to begin the fiſhing, and 
to bring to his feet the pearls, as they lay in 
the ſhells. Awaking in a ſurprize, and aſham- 
| ed of having been ſo indolent, he dreſſed him- 
ſelf immediately and deſcending from the veſ- 
into the barque, without "remembering to re- 
* a | | . peat 


peat, as he had hitherto done, the act of faith, 

contained in the words which Mergian-Banou 
had commanded him never to omit; ſpon 
after a fiſher, having preſented him with a 
well, which contained a pearl of a: yaſt ſize, 
as my father reached out his hand tp receive 


tenance, who, in an juſtant, dived down with 
him into the lea. © ET 
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| (Continued.) 
EVER was ſurprize and grief equal to 


tan her father felt on this occaſion: They or- 
dered the fiſhers to dive inſtantly down, and 
try if it was not poſſible to recover Abde- 
raim out of the hands of that monſter; but all 
their pains proved ineffectual, Zarat Alriadh 


and Hebat Alriadh, gave themſclves up to the 


moſt cryel deſpair, and were obliged to return 
to the city from whence they ſet out but three 
days before, without the leaſt hope of ever 
ſeeing the unfortunate Abderaim. "os 

The Princeſs of Carizme, to indulge her 
ſorrow, retired to a chamber that looked oyer 
the ſea, where ſhe ſhed abundance of tears for 


that, which Zarat Alriadh, and the Sul- 


the 
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the loſs of her ſpouſe, whom ſhe tenderly lov- 
ed; and in this reom, by chance.ſhe perceived, 
through a pannel of the wainſcot that open: 
ed, a cloſet full of pictures, which repreſented 
all the hiſtory of Ae to the very mo- 
ment of the pearl fiſhing, in which he was car- 
ried away by Schetan Couli ; for it was that 
evil Genii, who had conveyed him to her dark 
and diſmal dwelling. . 
She was extremely aſtoniſhed on examining 
the pictures; but caſting her eyes on a book, 
which ſhe found on the table, ſhe read theſe 
words. |; | 4 5 
 PaxtiNneEss, | 
/ 66 I. thou wilt recover thy ſpouſe, ſwallow 
three drops of the liquor which ſtands 
on the table, and you ſhall inſtantly take the 
form of an eagle, under which you ſhall be 
tranſported into. Egypt, to Gabel Teir, or the 
mountain of birds. Within eight days all ſorts 
of birds aſſemble at that place, by the means of 
a taliſman, which is hid there; and having 
reſted themſelves till night, they all fly away 
without exception, only one, which remains 
With its beak faſtened in a rock till the fame 
day twelve months, at which time it falls and 
another takes its place. Make yourſelf mif. 
treſs of the rock, that is to ſay, take place of 
the bird that is faſtened by the beak, and when 
all the reſt are departed, pronounce inſtantly 
thoſe myſtic words. En Ja illalla Mahomet il re- 
foul alla, That is, There is but one God and 
Mahomet is his prophet ; which unluckily your 
huſband forgot to repeat the day he was loſt. 
If you perform theſe inſtructions punQually, 
you will be inſtructed in the methods you muſt 
purſue, in order to take Abderaim out of the 
power of the evil Genii,” N 
| | | Zarat 
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Zarat Alriadh, after having read theſe in- 
ſtructians ſeveral times over, and having re- 
.peated the words therein commanded, heſitated 
not a moment, but drank the water which ſtood 
in a bottle on the table, by the ſide of the 


book; and inſtantly found herſelf covered 


with feathers, and advancing in the air, ſhe 
took her flight towards Egypt. In ſeven days 
ſhe arrived at the ,mountain, - extremely fatigu- 
ed; however, all the birds being aſſembled, the 
approached to that bird Which was faſtened by 
the beak to the rock, and with great courage 
and ſpirit combated all thoſe who a 
diſpute the place with her, till at laſt ſhe gain- 
ed the victory. 12 | 2 * 
Night being come, and all the birds having 
quitted the mountain, ſhe ſound herſelf faſten. 
ed by the. beak, but repeating the myſterious 
words ſhe had read in the book, the rock open- 
ed, and ſhe reſumed her natural form; and de- 
ſcending by à ladder; all ſhining with rubies 
and carbuncles, ſhe came into a moſt magni- 
ficent hall, wherein there was no light, beſides 
one golden lamp fixed on the ground, at the 
bottom of, a tomb, made of a rock of chryſtal, 
and juſt by it was a little tree, on which hung 
three. golden, cherrias s 
But how great was her: affliction} when the 
perceived through the chiyſtal, her dear Abde- 
raim naked from the middle upwards, and all 
his body marked and torn with the laſhes of 
a whip;, ſhe. thought a thouſand times ſhe 
ſhould have expired at ſo moving æ ſight, and 
attempted to break the tomb in pieces, but my 
father let her underſtand by a fechlevnice, that 
all her efforts would be ineffectual, and: that was 
not the way by which ſhe muſt deliver him out 
of miſery. atk Har mne Eri 
Vor, II. „ „ uo alt Tr Wonr 
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Dear light of my life, ſaid he to her, ſeize 
you on the three golden cherries, which you 
ſee. hanging on that tree, put them in your 
mouth, and remount the ladder inſtantly, take 
your form of a bird, and return to the cloſet, 
wherein you were firſt metamorphoſed; turn 
the leaves of the book you have read, and 


perform whatever Mergian-Banou has written 


therein for my deliverance, 'and I ſhall wait 
that moment with all the reſignation which is 
due to the will of our holy Prophet. 

- The Princeſs, taking a ſorrowful leave of her 
ſpouſe, forgot not to take the three golden 


cherries, which ſhe put in her mouth, and re- 


mounting the ladder without loſs of time, aſ- 
ſumed again the form of an eagle, and return- 
ed quickly to the cloſet from whence ſhe came; 
where ſhe no ſooner arrived, though exceed- 


ingly fatigued for ſeventeen days before, than 


ihe took her own form, and laying the three 
golden cherties on the table, turned the leaves 


of the book, where ſhe read. the following 


—_— 


—— 


* 


C X7OU- cannot obtain the deliverance of 
; thy ſpouſe, until this day nine months; 
during that ſpace remain in this caſtle, where 
thou ſhalt be delivered of a ſon, which thou 
muſt name Mouiad, and when the time herein- 
mentioned is come, cauſe thyſelf and thy ſon 
to be conducted in a barque, to the very place 
where you loſt Abderaim: There the Prophet 
will inſpire you with what you are to p Aten 
for the deliverance of your huſband; but for- 
get not, above all, to take the three golden cher- 


ries with your” 

| Conformable to the command ſhe had receiv- 
ed from the book, Zarat Alriadh preſerved the 
| Ts | golden 
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golden cherries with the utmoſt care, and paſ- 
ſing thro* the chamber, ſhe went down to the 
Sultan's apartment, who, from the moſt ſen- 
fible grief imaginable, felt a ſudden exceſſive 
joy, at the fight of the Princeſs, whom he be- 
fore imagined had thrown herſelf into the ſea. 

She recounted to him all that had befallen 
her, and ſhewed him the three golden cherries; 
ſhe ſurprized him ſo much at the recital, that 
it was with the greateſt difficulty he could give 
any credit to what. ſhe ſaid; he ran however 
directly to his daughter's chamber, and ſearch- 
ed every corner of the wainſcot, but neither 
he, nor the Princeſs, could at that time find 
the cloſet door; yet being thoroughly perſuad- 
ed that ſhe did not deceive him, he reſolved 
to leave her in the caſtle; and in a few days 
after, he returned 'to Carizme, leſt the Tartars 
ſhould: again renew their inſults. * . - - © 

Thus the unhappy Zarat-Alriadh remained-in 
the caſtle, continually thinking of her dear 
Abderaim, and daily expecting to be delivered 
of the burthen ſhe carried. At length when the 
time of her lying-in drew nigh, ſhe again per- 
ceived the door of the myſterious cloſet to 
open, and read theſe words, 


«* FF HOU ſhalt to-morrow be brought to 
bed of a ſon, but obſerve the duration 
of his life, depends entirely upon you ; if you 
wiſh that he may live, you muſt take care to 
_ renounce all the grandeur to which he is born; 
this is the deciee of fate, and you muſt once 
more be ſeparated from'your ſpouſe, for a more 
conſiderable term of years, than your preſent 
parting.” FATE | 


It is difficult to expreſs what a - dreadful 
_ conſternation the Princeſs was in at reading this 
TOs 1 lecture; 
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lecture; ſhe paſſed the reſt of the day and all 
night, in great pain, and the next morning I 
was brought into the world, for whom ſhe had 
the moſt tender compaſſion, and preſſing me in 
her arms; ſaid, My dear Mouiad, I will ſacri- 
fice, without regret, all the dignities, to which 
by right 1 might aſpire; thy life is to me more 
recious than all the vain titles in the world, 
will quit them for thee without the leaſt heſi- 
tation: Heaven grant thee happineſs, and that 
our Pro 
eye!“ i n #7 | 5 £21 | 
I was thus permitted to live by my mother, 
who forſook all worldly grandeur for my ſake, 
and when the day came in which my father 
was to be ſet at liberty, ſhe took me in her 


arms and carried me into the barque, taking with 


her the golden cherries, when it ſailed to 
the ſame place where ſhe had loſt her deat 
Abderaim. - ty 7, 
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by Momad.. 


place, but I fell into a moſt violent fit of 


crying, Which aſtoniſtſed my mother, who, till 
that moment, had never ſeen me ſhed a es 
: | | : ut 


phet may regard thee with a favourable 


> 7 O ſooner were we at the appointed 
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but how great was her fear, when ſhe beheld 
the horrible Genii, who had carried\ away my 
father, lift her head above the water : For what 
does the child cry at ſuch a rate, ſaid ſhe? in a 
terrible voice. It is he, replied the Princeſs, 
who demands of thee his father. Well, an- 
ſwered Scheitan-Couli, What wilt thou give 
me, and I will let you ſee him, juſt to the 
ſhoulders? I will preſent you, ſaid my mo- 
ther, with this golden cherry, which having 
thrown to her, = Genii according to agree- 
ment, cauſed my father to appear above the 
water: My mother was ſo tranſported with 
joy, that ſhe offered the wicked Fairy another 
cherry, to {ee him juſt to the knees. I will 
do more ſaid ſhe, you ſhall ſee him entirely 
out of the water, if thou wilt throw ane the 
third cherry. I ſwear to thee by the throne 
of the Prophet, replied my mother, I will do 
it: Then Scheitan Couli, having lifted up my 
father above the waves of the fea, he no {oon- | 
er 8 the myſtick words, and wiſhed 
to become a fly, but he was changed in an in- 
ſtant, and took flight to our barque, which as 
ſoon as he entered, he. was reſtored to his 
own form, and tenderly embraced my mother 
and me; it was remarkable that. I ceaſed cry- 
ing from the moment I ſaw his face, 
The wicked Fairy (who diligently watched, 
believing the metamorphoſe of my father would 
Toon be ended, was extremely ſutprized, when 
as ſoon as ſhe received the third cherry, ſhe 
perceived that Abderaim was no longer in her 
power; the violence of her rage cannot be 
imagined, and in orderzto be 1evenged on 
us, ſhe raiſed ſo furious, a tempeſt, that. our 
barque was in one moment toſſed up to the 
clouds, and the next precipitated almoſt to the 
bottom of the deep. FE . 
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While this terrible hurricane laſted, my fa. 
ther held my mother in his arms, vainly im- 
ploring the aſſiſtance of Mergian Banou. Alas! 
the year was expired, and the Fairy became 
deaf to all his prayers; at length after we 
had been all that day the ſport of the waves, 


we were thrown upon a rock, where our 


barque ſtruck ; by good fortune it was well 
ſtored with proviſions, of which my father 


and mother had great need, 


The next day, the weather being more fe- 
rene, Abderaim judged it proper to put to 
ſea again, and after our feamen had worked 
hard and got clear off the rock, they were 
forced to manage with the greateſt oeconomy to 
make the proviſions hold out ; the barque failed 
on, before the wind for nine days together, 
and then a violent ſtorm riſing, it carried us 
we knew not where, nor was there the leaſt 
hope left that we ſhould eſcape the fury of 


Three days we continued in this condition, 


without any ſuſtenance, . till nature grew fo 
. weak, that our- ſailors were conftrained to aban- 
don the care of the barque, and fell down in 
Fainting fits, which nearly reſembled death. 
We knew not where we were, nor what fea 


we traverſed, but after eight days our barque 
happily reſted at a port, where the inhabitants 
received us with great compaſlion, and carried 
us to their different habitations, where they 
ſpared no coſt 10 recover our healths. 


This town was ſituated in a little iſland of 
the Tartarian ſega, near the kingdom of Anian, 


and as it afforded - but little merchandize, 
ſcarce any veſftls came thither ; it was two 
years and a half before there arrived a ſhip 
in the port, and after the captain had fold his 
cargo, he deſigned to fail ſor the city of __ 
| whic 
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which is ſituated on the northern ſea, over 
againſt this place, where the Tartarian river 
diſcharges itſelf into the ſea, As we. could 
not hope to travel by land, to the kingdom 
of Carizme, Abderaim waited on the captain 
oſ the veſſel, and preſented him with a dia- 
mond of 'value, out of many, which my mo- 
ther had brought with her, which engaged 

that gentleman joyfully to receive. us- on 
board. 3 ä > . 

This captain was, in all appearance, a very 
good man, but extremely violent in his paſſi- 
ons; during the courſe of our voyage, he 
ſhewed ſome ſigns, by which it was eaſy to 

ueſs he had fallen in love with my mother ; 
bot he rightly judged that the union between 
her and my father was an invincible obſtacle 
to his deſires, therefore he reſolved to get rid 
of him, and it was not long before he executed 
his wicked intention, 

We were obliged to ſtop at a little iſle, to 
take in ſome proviſions ;- there he found a 
veſſel which was ready to ſail, and viſiting the 
captain, he prapoſed to ſell him one of his 
ſlaves, and a little child ; they agreed for forty 
pieces of gold, on condition that he waited 
till the moment of the veſſel's departure, and 
then we ſhould be delivered to him; this was 
executed with great eaſe; for as my father 
was walking on the deck with me in his arms, 
we were inſtantly hurried into a boat, which 
waited for that purpoſe, juſt as the veſſel was 
going to ſet ſail ; and we departed a great way 
from the port, before any body knew that we 
were gone. Abderaim ſignified the great ſur- 
prize he was in to the captain, but that man 
without giving him an anſwer, walked from 


him, and gave the neceſſary orders for work- 
ing the veſſel. | 


You 
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ou may cafily judge that my father was 
in extreme grief; he remembered in that un- 
happy moment all his load of ſorrow, Sepa- 
rated from a Princeſs whom he paſſionately 
loved, and ſuſpetting, with juſtice, the perk- 
dy of the captain, he gave himſelf over to 
deſpair, and the only thing, as he often told 
me afterwards, that made him endure life, 
after the loſs of his liberty, was the innocent 
endearments with which I careſſed him, 

He reſolved, at length, for my ſake, to 
bear all the: ſevere ſtrokes of fortune; and 
next day, ſeeing the captain of the veſſel 
aboard which we were, I plainly perceive, 
ſaid. he, that 1 am your flave, and that the 
villain that put me into your hands has taken 
ſufficient care that I ſhould not regain my li- 
berty'; yet I hope, and believe that you are too 
honeſt a man, to have any ſhare in the in- 
famous deſigns of that traitor, who, without 
doubt, intends to ruin my wife, with whom 
he fell in love; but the juſtice of Heaven 
will, I truſt, diſappoint his projeQ&s; - for J 
know her virtue is fo reſolute, that ſhe will 
ſooner ſubmit to death, than endure the leaſt 
action that is offenive to modeſty, | 
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T\ H E captain was ſurprized at this diſ- 
1 courſe of my father's ; Is it true, re- 
P ied he, that you and that infant are my flaves, 
but I am entirely innocent of any knowledge 
of the villain's defign, who ſold you to me; 
and to deal plainly with you, I paid but 
forty pieces of gold for both of you, which 
ſam, if you can repay, I ſwear that I will 
ſet you on ſhore, at any port you ſhall chooſe,. 
and that you ſhall be both at liberty.” 
Natwithſtanding the affliction my father was. 
in, he ſelt ſome gleam of comfort at this ge- 
nerous proceeding, and taking a diamond out 
of his pocket, worth more than an hundred 
pieces of gold, he preſented it to the captain, 
and prayed him to accept it for our freedom. 
The man was ſo charmed with my father's li- 
berality that he inſtantly. declared before all 
his people, that we were no longer Qlaves, and 
the next day coming into a port, the name of 
which I cannot now remember, he ſet. us on 
ſhore, according to. my father's deſiie. | 
As we had a very favourable wind, we 


ſailed near two hundred leagues in the four days 
we 


b * p 7 * 
* * : 1 1 
- N £ ” 1 
1 
* 2 A i 
> « 
Le: d 
Cf £% 
A 


Ä 
Y 


3 * 9 2 p 
* 9 ** ** . 
- ws ny * 


178 MOGUL TALES, 
we were at fea, by which we found we were 
at a great diſtance from the place where we 
had left Zarat-Alriadh, and greatly feared that 
ſhe was carried away from thence. My father 
could think of no better method to retrieve 
her out of the hands of the perfidious cap- 
tain, than to cruiſe round the ſeas, ſor which 
; Purpoſe, with ſome of his diamonds, he pur. 
cChaſed a veſſel that was an excellent ſailor, and 
made Choice of a brave and experienced cap- 
tain to command her. We touched at all the 
ports in the northern occean, without hearing 
the leaſt news of her; till at laſt Abderaim, 
loſing all hopes of ever recovering his dear 
pus, and recolleQing that ſhe had told him, 
that they muſt once more be ſeparated for a 
longer time) reſolved to conform himſelf to 
the will of Heaven with a perfect reſignation ; 
to that effect, judging it not proper to re- 
turn to Carizme, and preſent himſelf before 
the Sultan his father-in-law, without the Prin- 
ceſs Zarat-Alriadh, and apprehending that the 
accidents which had befallen him, would be 
looked on as fables, he took a reſolution to 
return into his own country. „„ 
After having paſſed the ſtreights of Anian 
in the Oriental Sea, and having run thro' the ſea 
of China, we came to'the Indian ocean, and 
traverſing the ſtreights of Sunda, and the Ara-' 
bian ſea, we arrived, after two years, in the 
port of Sorat, whence by land we returned to 
Candabar! /:: ©: p ©; | ; | 
Thus have I related the ſtory directly as Ab- 
deraim recited it te me, for you will eaſily 
judge that I can have but a very ſmall idea 
of thoſe affairs which 1 have hitherto related, 
further than that by his often repeating them 
to me, I remember moſt of the particulars. But 
| 17s | to 
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to proceed, Abderaim, on his return to Can- 
dahar, purchaſed a little eſtate, and made it all 
his care to give me a good education. 

My father, notwithſtanding the preſent ſitu- 
ation of affairs, did not entirely loſe his hopes; 
he took great pleaſure in talking of the happy 
time in which he had been poſſeſſed of ſo 
ſhining a fortune; he had ſome neighbours, 
whom he uſed to entertain with an account 
of his adventures, and notwithſtanding he al- 
ways related them in the ſame manner without 
the leaſt contradiction, they thought them ſo 
incredible, that they gave him by way of a 
jeſt, as I have beſore you, the nick-name of 
Kedhab; (that is the liar;) yet Abderaim was 
not in the leaſt offended at it, knowing him- 
ſelf that if another perſon had related the 
ſame things, he ſhould have been much in- 
clined to doubt the truth of their aſſertions. 

I remained at Candahar, continued Mouiad, 
till IJ was fourteen years old, and purſued my 

ſtudies with great aſſiduity, till I became ac- 
quainted with two young men, who adviſed 
me to leave my father's houſe, ang. go with 
them to Perſia; we had all three been in- 
ſtrufted in muſick, and depended upon that 
talent to fill our pockets with money, not 
_ apprehending it poſſible for us ever to be re- 
duced to any neceſſity, With theſe flattering 
ideas, we ſet out for Iſpahan, where we ar- 
rived without any obſtacle, and as that city 
afforded alt kinds of pleaſures and diverſions, 
we quickly found ways to ſpend all the mo- 
ney we had brought out with us, which ſoon 
made us begin to reflect. 1 


We knew not where to put our heads, and 
were reduced to the want of every thing; this 
made us reſolve to try what we could gain 
by our ſkill in muſick and ſinging; to 1 
. N end, 
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end, we joined ourſelves to a company of 
dancers; this way of life had the charm of no- 
velty, which hindered us from thinking of 4 
return to Candahar; I conformed in every 
thing to the ſentiments of my comrades, and 
for ſome time was mightily delighted with my 
r „ | 
At length I began to grow very uneaſy, at. 
the thoughts of having left my father in ſuch 
a manner; the extreme ſorrow I was ſenſible 
he ſuffered for my loſs, gave me great diſquiet 
aud I often repented my having entered into 
ſuch company: If it be really. true, ſaid I to 
myſelf, that I am the grandſon. of the Sul - 
tan of Carizme, what. a ſhame is it for me to 
lead a life ſo vile and abandoned? 1 
Whilſt I was reaſoning thus with myſelf, 
there arrived at Iſpahan, another troop of dan- 
cers, who after having ſtayed there a few days, 
intended to go to Mogoliſtan, by the way of 
Candahar. 8 agitated with the re · 
morſe I felt, for having quitted the houſe 
of Abderaim with ſo little reaſon, I abandon- 
ed thoſe comrades, who would. not. follow me, 
and put myſelf into this new, troop, which was 
much ſuperior to thoſe J had quitted. _ 
We ſet out together for that, city; and, af+ 
ter having 99 8 through various places in our 
rout, in which we got a deal of money, we 
arrived at laſt within five miles of Candahar, 
from whence I had been almoſt. two years; 
here F took leave of my comrades, promiſing 
to rejoin them in a little time, tho“ I had 
really no intention to do it. I entered, ints 
that city alone, and went directly to the houſe 
of Ahderaim, but, was informed by, ſome of 
his neighbours, who did not. know me, that 
he had been gone from thence more than cigh- 
| . 1 | IR p teen 
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Was feized with extreme grief at hearing 
I that my father was not at Candahar; I 
made a hundred reflections, every one more 
melancholy than another, on the miſeries he 
might ſuffer in his travels. But knowing it 
was impoſſible for me to find any remedy, I 
reſolved to return to our company, hoping 
that in the courſe of our journies 1 might 
meet with Abderaim-: But before I departed: 
from Candahar, I went to a back door that 
belonged to our houſe, which opened in a 
| ſecret. manner, known to nobody but my father 
and myſelf, by Which means I entered, and 
ſaw all the furniture and moveables, in the 
ſame order they were when I Went away. I 
found upon the table in my father's chamber, 

a paper in which he had written; © Ungrateful 
Mauiad is the cauſe of my death. . 

J could: not read theſe words, without ſhed- 
ding many tears, and after leaving a letter 
upon the ſame table, in which I begged pardon 
of Abderaim for my abſence in the moſt ſub- 
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itz, /MOGUE TALES: 
miſhve terms; I remarked to him, that my 
neceſſities obliged me to travel through Tar. 
tary, Turqueſtan, and the Indies, and- that I 
hoped that Heaven would grant me the hap- 
ineſs to meet with him in ſome of theſe 


places. I ſhut the door again, and went to the 


Caravanſera, where our troops lodged, and was 
by them joyfully received; after having gain- 
ed in that city more money than in any other 
through which we had paſſed; we went on 
our journey with great expedition, and I en- 
quired diligently all the way after Abderaim, 
but to no purpoſe ; at laſt we arrived at Cam. 
baye, where we were received into the Cara- 
vanſera with great kindneſs by the governor ; 


he appointed us chambers, and, as I was much 


fatigued «5 a mind and body, I laid down 
to, reſt myletf, and fell into a profound ſleep, 


in which all the hiſtory of my! father's life 


was repreſented to me. I ſaw him in a dream, 
holding by the hand, a beautiful lady, without 
a veil; I ran to him, and with tears, threw my- 
ſelf at his feet; he took me up, and after hav- 
ing embraced me, preſented me to the lady: 
Zarat-Alriadh, ſaid he, lift up your eyes, there 
is our fon, for whom J have been ſo long 


ſeeking: I went to throw myſelf on the neck 


of my mother, with all the tranſports: which 
nature inſpires; but ſhe repulſed me with in- 
dignation : This cannot be Mouiad, ſaid: ſhe, 


the grandſon of the Sultan of Carizme would 
have had a greater - foul, than to have been 


of the profeſſion. which this young man has 

Whatever confuſion I ſuffered at theſe re- 
proaches, which were but too juſt, yet T could 
not help crying out, Ah.! Madam, though I 
am not worthy to be acknowledged by you, 
yet I am notwithſtanding that Mouaid, who 

bes "I was 


MOGUL TALES, V 
was formerly ſo dear to you, and ſince Ab- 
deraim aſſures me, that I owe my birth to you, 
permit me, by this embrace, to teſtify the joy 
I feel, at having found you after ſo long a 
ſeparation. ad Jad +þ tit zen 


I then: approached to embrace the Princeſs, 
but ſhe gave me ſo furious a blow, that I fell 
flat on the ground. I inſtantly ſet up ſuch a 
cry, continued Mouiad, that it awaked Maſ- 
ſoud, Who lay in the next chamber: He came 
to my bed, and aſked what ailed me I was 
ſo much amazed that I could not ſpeak; which 
made me imagine, that I Was very ſiek; he 
inſtantly ran and lighted our chamber-lamp, 
which always hung in the gallery of the Cara- 
vanſera, and returned to me again; by that 
time I was able to tell him my dream, which 
ſet him into a hearty laugh; but perceiving 
one ſide of my face greatly red and inflamed, 
he was a little ſurprized; and after having made 
ſome reflections on this adventure; it muſt 
certainly, ſaid he, happen, that towards the 
end of your dream, you ſtruck your head 
againſt the poſt of the bed, and that was the 
blow you imagine you received. 
I could not avoid ruminating on what had 
paſſed, but while Maſſoud and 1 were reaſon- 
ing on ſo ſingular an adventure, day-light ap- 
peared, and I aroſe: we went together to take 
a walk in the city of Cambaye. We cauſed 
publick notice to be given of our arrival, but 
no body had any curioſity to ſee us, becauſe 
they thought our troop was not ſo good, as 
_ which had been there ſome months be- 
Tore, „ * 7 - 1 
We told our diſtreſs to the governor, who 
adviſed us not to be uneaſy, that our merit 
was not yet known in Cambaye, and that we 
were welcome 10 ſtay where we were, without 
| 5 R 2 any 
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any charge, as as we pleaſed. In order 
to — — in _ eee made a great 
ſupper for all our troops that night, and en- 
-tertained us in a very polite manner, but ſince 
that time, we have never been able to hear 
any thing of the governor, and in all ap- 
pearance it was in that night after 3 we 
were tranſported into this enchanted palace. 

The adventures of your father are very ſin- 
gular, ſaid Cothrob, to the young man, in time 
you will be | fenfible, whether the account you 
have had from Abderaim be true, and whether 
"the blow yon thought you received in the 
.Caravanſera :was real, 'or: only the effect of a 


dream. We were thoroughly perſuaded, re- 
plied, replied the Sultan, that Mouiad ſpeaks 


mme truth to the beſt of his knowledge; but it 


ſieems moſt likely that Abderaim imaginedi all his 


hiſtory only to give him an air of diſtinction 
. among his neighbours at Candahar. —— You 
may be miſtaken, anſwered the Iman, and for 
my part, 1 believe that all which Mouiad has 
related, is truth in every particular. 22 
However, it is a very eaſy matter to convince 
you. You need only command your Genius 
ho attends, to tranſport hither Abderaim and 
the Princeſs of Carizme, and they will in- 
-Kantly obey you. Ahl my Lord, faid Moujad, 
throwing himſelf at Cothrob's feet, engage 
theſe illuſtrious Perizes to grant me that fa- 
vour; though I am, by my paſt condutt, now 
unworthy to obtain it; I am now truly ſen- 
Able of all my faults, and am fincerely peni- 
Lou ſpeak like an honeſt man, replied the 
Iman, and our Prophet, who knows the bottom 
of your heart, will grant your requeſt, as well 
For his own glory, as your ſatis faction. He 
then gave a ſignal, and the gates of the hall 
TY were 
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were opened, and Abderaim, with the Princeſs 


Zarat-Alriadh, conducted into his preſence. — 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the aſtoniſhment 


of all the ſpeQators, and the extreme joy of 
Mouiad at the fight of his father. 

My Lord, ſaid he, proſtrating himſelf at his 
knees, you ſee at your feet, a child, who dates 
not lift up his eyes to look either in your 
face, or that of the Princeſs of Carizme; his 
conduct has indeed rendered him unworthy of 
your favour; but if the extreme regret he feels 
for having offended you, may merit your par- 
don, he begs it with all the ſubmiſſion of a 


ſon, who muſt this moment die with grief, if 


you retain any longer, your juſt diſpleaſure 
againſt him. Abderaim and Zarat-Alriadh, 
were ſo much ſurprized at finding themſelves 
in a place, which was quite unknown to 
them, and to ſee their ſon'in ſo humble a poſ- 
ture, that till the aſtoniſhment was abated, 
they could not utter a word, but after ſhed- 


f 


ding many tears, they both tenderly embraced 


| Mouiad, | : 1 2 
By what ſupernatural power, ſaid they, do 
we find ourſelves in this enchanted place? how 
was it poſſible for us to be conducted hither ? 


And to whom do we owe this obligation? It 


is to our great Prophet you muſt make your 
acknowledgments, ſaid Cothrob ; for as to 
Abderaim, who hath made much longer jour- 
nies in leſs time, he ought not to be furprized, 
at being tranſported, in a few moments from 
the Seraglio of the Sultan of Tangus, to this 
Palace. | | 


It is true, my Lord, replied Abderaim, that 


after the marvellous adventure I have paſſed 
through, I ought to be ſurprized at nothing; 
nevertheleſs, I cannot help being extremely 
ſenſible of this laſt, becauſe it has reſtored 
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to me a ſon, from whom the Princeſs and 1 
have ſcarce ceaſed weeping, till this inſtant. 
My Lord, ſaid Gehernaz, this fon, who is 
ſo dear to you, has juſt given us your hiſtory, 
quite down to the preſent time, that by the 
olicitations of two young men, he. left your 
houſe ; and ſince his recital has given us great 
3 I am perſuaded the adventures which 
as happened to you, equally merits our cu- 
rioſity. I dare not aſk you to favour us with 
them immediately, that would be depriving 
the Princeſs and you of the ſatisfadtion you 
will enjoy in the company of Mouiad ; we now 
leave you at liberty, and there is a perſon ap- 
pointed to conduct you to an apartment, where 
you Will find every thing you' can want or 
deſire; and we flatter ourſelves, that to mor- 
row about this time, you will not refuſe to 
give us a recital of your marvellous adven- 

tures. Fee, Þ | 
Abderaim, having aſſured the Sultanzx that 
he ſhould be ready to give them the moſt ſin- 
ceie marks of his reſpe& and ſubmiſſion, and 
that he would not fail the next day to recount 
his hiſtory, took his leave, and paſſed on with 
his ſpouſe and ſon, to the apartment deſtined 
for them. : | I ets 
It was there Mouiad, after having obtained 
his pardon, received a hundred tender embra- 
ces from the. Princeſs Carizme, and that ſhe 
informed him that Abderaim had been in the 
Ginniſtan, which was much eaſier. to conceive, 
than their unaccountable tranſportation to this 
palace. 0 
K Their ſeveral adventures had rendered them 
very credulous in things of the like natute, in- 
ſomuch, that they were all thoroughly per- 
ſuaded, that they were in the Palace of the 
"1" | 3 Perizes, 
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Perizes, and what had happened to them, was - 
done by their means. ; . 
They no ſooner appeared before them the 
next day, but they proſtrated themſelves at their 
feet, and returned them all imaginable thanks 
for the many obligations they had received ; 
and Abderaim, believing that they waited with 
ſome impatience, for the account of this ad- 
venture, began in the following manner. 


eee 181811219191 
EVENING LXXX. 


The HisTokRy of Abderaim, recited 
: by himſelf. 


(Continued.) 


E abſence of Mouiad gave me ſo much 
| diſpleaſure, that I thought an hundred 
times 1 ſhould have died of grief. I waited 
three months to ſee if he would return, and 
that time being expired without receiving any 
news, I reſolved to go in ſearch of him. I 
ſhut up my. houſe, leaving upon my chamber- 
table a paper, where I expreſſed the cruel ſi- 
tuation his flight had put me in, (in caſe he 
ſhould return to the houſe, while I was ab- 
ſent) and then ſet out on my journey to ſeek. 
him; I rambled firſt through Turqueſtan, Mo- 
golfer, and the Indies, but to no purpoſe; 
for, as he informed us yeſterday, he had turn- 


ed aſide, and gone to Perſia. 5406 
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After more than a year's fatigue, I arrived 
one day pretty late, at a great borough near 
Agra; the night furprized me, juſt by an In. 
dian Pagod or Temple, which was finely built. 
As I was very much embarraſſed What to do 
with myſelf, I reſolved at length, to lie down 
on the ſteps of the Temple, and reſt myſelf, 
where I was ſurprized at finding the gate left 
open; I entered, however, without heſitation, 
and after having examined by the light of 
three lamps, which were burning before the 
ſtatue of the Ram, (for whom thoſe idolaters 
have the greateſt veneration) I thought I ſhould 
ſcarce find a more agreeable place to repoſe in, 
for by this time I was extremely tired and 
fl-epy, ſo ſhutting the gate, which I had found 
open, I laid myſelf down, behind this gigan- 
tick ſtatue of their falſe God, but was quick- 
ly awaked by a noiſe, which ſeemed not to be 
far diſtant. „„ : | 
As I was liſtening with great attention, I ſaw 
the carpet, which lay at the feet of the ſta- 
tue, lifted up, and from under it came two Bra- 
mins or Prieſts, one of them addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the other, in theſe words. Brother, 
I attend here this night, for a fine morſel, I 
mean a girl of about fourteen, but the moſt 
beautiful creature that ever nature produced; 
her name is Aſter, ſhe owes her being to a 
great merchant of this borough, I fell fo vi- 
olently in love with her, that 1 could no 
longer ſupport life, without ſatisfying my paf- 
„The only hope I had to do ſo, was by ac- 
quainting her. father, that ſhe. had the good 
fortune to pleaſe our mighty Ram, who defir- 

ed that ſhe might this night be conducted to 
the Temple to become his wife, and that he 
would have her brought to him for eight days 
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together. The good man her father, whoſe 
name is Nahon, thought himſelf highly ho- 
noured by the Ram, and I expect that in 
half an hour, he will bring hither himſelf the 
charming Aſter; it is for this reaſon I am in ſo 
much haſte to put on the habit ſuitable to ſuch 
an occaſion,” “ 333 N 
By my faith, replied the other Bramin, you 
have reaſon to ſay that Aſter is a perfect beau- 
ty; I have likewiſe been a long time in love 
with her, and ſhould have been before-hand 
with you, if I had not thought her quite too 
young : She ſhall be your's, ſince fortune will 
have ir ſo, but afterwards, when you care for 
her no longer, I deſire that then I may ſucceed 
ou.” With all my beart, anſwered the firſt. 
Bramin, when I have had her for eight days, 
I will aſk her for eight more, and you ſhall 
have her, only help to dreſs. me in the habit 
of the deity i am to perſonate, and be aſſur- 
ed I will acquit myſelf juſtly to you.” _ 
As ſoon as this infamous wretch was dreſſed 
in the habit, and adorned with all the orna- 
ments belonging to. the ſtatue of a Ram, he 
went ſoftly and opened the door of the Pagod, 
which Having left upon the jar, his compa- 
| nion and he deſcended by the ſame trap- 
door, and attended (as I imagined) with much 
impatience, the arrival of that unhappy vic- 
tim, who was blinded by creduliiyx. 
At laſt Aſter came, conducted by her fa- 
ther, who puſhing open the door, entered into 
the pagod ': My dear child, ſays he, be thank- 
ful to our great Ram, who has condeſcended 
to make choice of you; it is fo great an ho- 
nour done to our family, that we ought if poſ- 
ſible to redouble our reſpe&t to him. After 
this exhortation, Nahon went out of the Tem- 
ple, and ſhut the door after him, leaving his 
GETS oo” daughter 
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190 MOGUL TALES. 
daughter a prey to the wicked prieſts of a falſe 
God. 35 ts r 2 
Aſter, full of the act 3238 ſne was 
about to perform, proſtrated herfelf with her 
face to the ground, as ſhe had been inſtructed, 
and while this innocent creature was fer. 
vently praying to the Ram. Oh! Heaven, 
ſaid I to myſelf, how can you ſuffer theſe 
monſters to abuſe a credulous people, and dif- 


honour their wives and © daughters ? Great 


Mahomet, thou that canſt not behold ſuch 
infamy without extreme horror; why doſt thou 
not fend thunder and ' deſtroy ſuch impious 
 wretches? Ah! that I could, though at the 
hazard of my life, be any ways inſtrumental 
in deſtroying ſuch abominable villains, 


FFC 


EVENING LXXXI. 


The Hisroxr of Abderaim, recited 
e 24, Sod | 


| (Continued) 


HILE I was attending the time of her 
prayer, I found myſelf ſuddenly ani- 
mated mith a mighty tranſport, and without 
doubt, I was inſpired, by the ſpirit of our Pro- 
phet. I waited till the wicked Bramin aſcend- 
ed from his cave, and had lifted the innocent 
Aſter from the earth, making known to her 
his paſhon ; and till_ that fimple creature, de- 


ceived 
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ceived by the ſhining appearance of the im- 
poſture, was juſt going in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
manner to yield herſelf up to his will. But 
then I came from the place where I had been 
hid, and taking my ſabre in my hand, I ſtruck 
the Bramin dead at my feet. 1 . 

Aſter was ſo much aſtoniſhed, that fhe fell 
on a little bed, which was aciigned for her 
to have paſſed the night in with that villain; 
bat, taking her by the hand, I deſired her 
not to be afraid. Vou ſee, continued I, lovely 
Aſter, a friend of the Prophet; I am ſent by 
Mahomet, who, tired with the abominations 
of theſe impious creatures, is reſolved to de- 
troy their Temple, their Idol and their reli- 
gion. I then ſhewed her the ſubteraneous paſ- 
ſage, and made her underſtand the impoſture 
of thoſe miſerable wretches; that the Ram, in- 
ſtead of being a puiſſant deity, as they had 
made her believe, was no more than a vain 
idol, made 1 hands of men, and their 
blindneſs of heart had made them worſhip. 

I have ſaved your honour, Madam, ſays I, 
and, am, going to conduct you to your father. 
Tell him from me, that before this next day 
paſſes, he muſt aſſemble all his ſect, and bring 
them with him to the Temple, that I may 
ſhew him the ſenſeleſs deity he has worſhip- 
ped ; order him likewiſe, from me, to ſacri- 
tice all the infamous miniſters of the Ram, 
without any pity, and aſſure him, that if all 
the Gentiles in this borough do not the fame: © 
day acknowledge one only God, and Mahomet 
for his Prophet; Iwill cauſe it to rain fire; 

from Heaven upon them, and reduce both 
themſelves, and all. they have to aſnes. 

I was in that moment, continued Abderaim, 
animated with ſo fierce a zeal, that I appeared "i 
in the eyes of Aſter to be ſomething more ; Oi 
| £5 than | 


* 
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than a mortal; ſhe made an abjuration ef her 
idolatry, and I went out of the Temple with 
her, without ſhutting the gate, in order to 
conduct her home. This ſimple girl was ex- 
tremely aſtoniſhed and frightened at the me- 
naces I had uſed, firmly believing, that the 
dreadful effects would follow, unleſs my orders 
were pun@ually obeyed ; and doubtleſs, it 
was our Prophet who inſpired, and afliſted me 
in all things, which might turn to the honour 
and benefit of our religion. 
When we arrived at the door of Aſter's ha- 
bitation, I knocked with all my force, but by 
good fortune, the houſe ſtanding at the corner 
of the ſtreet, I had an opportunity to lip 
from her fide, as ſoon as I heard the ſervants 
ſtirring, without her perceiving how: I went, 
and hid myſelf in the next ſtreet. When the 
door was opened, and this lovely creature 
miſſed me, ſhe apprehended that IT had: va- 
niſned away, becauſe I knew ſhe. was ſafe, 
and no longer ſtood in need of my afliſtance. 
It was plain, however, that Aſter punQually 
obeyed my orders in every particular, and 
that ſhe found no difficulty to perſuade her 
father of the impoſture the Bramins had been 
guilty of, for having, at the appointed hour, 
aſſembled all the Gentiles who! dwelt in the 
borough, they went together to the Temple, 
and ſoon convinced themſelves, that their 
falſe God was ax ſenſeleſs ſtones; and his 
prieſts vile debauched impoſtors; who had im- 
poſed upon them a ridiculous religion, which 
they immediately renounced with one conſent. 
Phey gave notice inſtantly to the Cady, or 
Judge of Agra, who lived but half a league 
from them, and deſired he would come to 
their Temple; relating to him all that had 
ö 3 $27 . bappened 
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happened to Aſter. This was tranſacted with 
ſo much ſecrecy, that all the Bramins were 
found aſleep. The Cad and his archers entered 
their cloiſter by the ſubterraneous paſlage, and 
made them priſoners. They were conducted 
to Agra, loaded with chains, and the next day, 
after having, in their torments, confeſſed their 
| horrid crimes, they were burned alive in the 
moſt publick place in the city. 

Their temple, and their dwellings. were 
razed to the ground, their Idol was broke 
into a thouſand pieces, and all the Gentiles 
of that borough, as well as thoſe of Agri, 
without exception, : profeſſed openly the reli- 
gion of our Prophet, and that day was re- 
garded as the moſt venerable and illuſtrious 
that ever happened in that part of the Uni- 
verſe. F 

I had no inclination to have it known 
publickly, that I had any hand in this ad- 
venture; it was a ſufficient ſatisfaction to me 
that I had been the happy inſtrument of do- 
ing ſo much good in the propagation of the 
religion of our great Prophet. I rejoiced in 
ſecret, at the ſucceſs of my labour, and after 
having been three days in the Caravanſera of 
Agra, the following evening, while 1 , was in 
2 E ee thought in a dream, that 
ͤ ß 8 
„ Abderaim, ſaid he, I am well pleaſed 
with thee, thou haſt executed my will in 
every point ; the Temple of 'the Gentiles is 
deſtroyed, their religion aboliſhed, the true 
one exalted, and all this done by thy means. 
1 intend to recompenſe ſo great an action, 
but as I cannot oppoſe that which was writ- 
ten in Hommal Katab, or the Table of Light, 
and as you cannot be reſtored to your wife 
and ſon for a conſiderable time, I will charm 

You. II. 8 ; your 
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your ſorrow, and to that effect, I am now 
going to conduct you to a delicious place, 
where, by anticipation, you ſhall ſee the 
wa N which are reſerved for all true Be- 
lie vers.“ 


Sc RIC LL cg. h 
EVENING LXXXII. 


The HisToRy of Abderuim, recited 
by Mouiad. 


(Continued.) 
UR Prophet then lifted me up by the lock 


of hair, which we always keep on our 
heads, and inſtantly tranſported me before a 
magnificent fabrick of white pearl ; the door 
was of emeralds, and the lock of gold.; this 
edifice was of ſuch extraordinary magnitude, 
that the Prophet aſſured me, when all the men 
and all the angels were aſſembled tegether, 
at the top of this dome, they would appear to 
our eyes but like ſo many little birds on the 
branches of a great tree: Then having proſ- 
trated myſelf on the earth, he pronounced 
with me theſe myſterious words, Biſmilla irrah- 
man trrahman, that is, In the Name of God, 

Wiſe and Merciful.” 5 
I had no ſooner obeyed the Prophet, with 
the moſt profound reſpect, continued Abde- 
raim, than the door opened, and I entered 
immediately into a moſt beautiful arbour ; the 
| | extreme 
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extreme brightneſs of the precious ſtones with 
which it was adorned, ſo dazzled my eyes, 
that I ſtood for a conſiderable time in a per- 
fett extaly, © | | 

When I recovered myſelf a little, I found 
that the Prophet was gone ; but there ſtood 
by me an Angel, who ſpoke to me in theſe 
Terms: „Oh ! happy man, thou art eſteemed 
the friend of the Prophet; I have a charge to 
ſhew unto. thee all the rarities of this place; 
remark thou this rich pavillion, from whence 
proceed thoſe four fountains ; the firſt is al- 
ways full of fine water, the ſecond full of 
milk, the third of wine, and the fourth of 
honey. | Se | 
* You muſt know, that whoſoever is taught 
to pronounce with a pure heart, thoſe words 
which the Prophet made you repeat when the 

door of this wonderous dome was opened, 
drink of the ſweet and agreeable 1 of 

theſe four fountains, which produce ſuch mar- 
vellous and extraordinary effects, that they 
would ſeem incredible to thoſe who do not 
2 and follow the law of the Prophet; 
but as thou haſt contributed ſo much to the 
making it known to the Gentiles, 'whom thou 
haſt converted from' errors, and drawn from 
the precipice of utter deſtruction, I am going 
to ſhew thee ſome of the wonders of this 
place : Co into that garden, and examine the 
great Tree, which is called Touba, its root is 
of pearl, its branches of emeralds, and its leaves 
of fine filk : It contains threeſcore and ten 
thouſand branches, there is not a window in 
all this Dome or Paradiſe, but receives its 
light from ſome branch of this tree, and all 
thoſe who inhabit this magnificent building, 
can gather from it whatever fruit they may 


deſire. | | 
8 2 6 Sceſt 


— 
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„ Seeſt thou, continued the Angel, that 
other tree, at the extremity of whoſe branches 
hang an infinite number of veſtments, em- 
broidered with gold, ornaments of pearls and 
rubies of all ſizes; theſe are alſo for the in- 
habitants of Paradiſe. As thou haſt faithfully 
executed thoſe eſſential points of our Pro- 
phet's religion, and taught it unto the Gen- 
tiles; Behold, there are tied to that tree, two 
horſes who will kneel down at our feet; we 
will mount them, and they will carry us with 

great ſwiftneſs through all this happy place, 
and give you an opportunity of ſeeing all the 
obje of ids” ot V 
Ir is impoſſible, illuſtrious Perizes, conti- 
nued Abderaim, to give you a detail of the 
wonders I ſaw in thoſe happy days; but that 
Which ſtruck me very much, was the fight, 
of one of thoſe virgins with black eye-brows, 
who came out of a pavillion, juſt as we paſſed 
it by: Having earneſtly looked upon us for 
ſome time, ſhe laughed, which gave us an 
opportunity of ſeeing her teeth, which ſhone 
with ſuch whiteneſs, that they ſurprized us; 
at laſt, ſhe let us know that ſhe was one of 
the fine girls, who were decreed to fulfl the 
deſires of thoſe, who ſhould have an incli-. 
nation to live with her in that abode. 


EVEN- 
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EVENING LXXXIII. 


The HISTORY of Abderaim, recited 


by bimfelr.. 
| (Continued.) 
Le | fie E Angel, my conductor, continued Ab- 


deraim, made me view the two foun- 


tains of purification, which cleanſed from jea- 
louſy, hatred, treaſon, and all other faults to 
which mankind are ſubject, and of which wa- 
ters they muſt drink before they enter into 
Paradiſe; he conducted me to the ciſtern of 
our Prophet, in which all true believers (being 
plunged, and. waſhing their heads) come out, 
with faces more reſplendent and bright, than 
the moon on her fourteenth day. 1 afterwards 
examined attentively the ſeven walls, that en- 
vironed the venerable place, each of which 
was ſo brilliant, that their light extended it- 


ſelf to them ſor more than five hundred weeks 


Jause ng vnd $4 wi ot tra 
After having viewed all theſe ſurprizing 


things with infinite delight, I ſaw approaching, 
the happy inhabitants of this place; they ap- 
peared to be in the bloom of youth; their 
eyes glittered like ſtars, and they had fine mon- 


ſtachus, to diſtinguiſh. them from the women; 


„ — 


1 ſaw them at table, eating the moſt exquiſite 


ragouts, and other delicious viands, which ne- 
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ver were dreſſed at a fire; but it ſurprized 
me, that when they had almoſt dined, I ſaw 
ſeveral birds deſcending out of the air, and 
others flying over their heads, ſaying to them: 


« NII/ E are the Birds, whoſe Mouths re- 
3 ſemble that of a Camel; we have 
drank of the pure Water of the Fountain of 
Saleſebil and Kiatour; we eat only of the 

Odoriferous Herbs which grow in Paradiſe,” 


After this, the happy company made no 
ſcruple to eat theſe birds, which tumbled rea- 
dy dreſſed upon the table, accommodated ex- 
actly to the taſte of every body who had eat 
of them; and afterwards, by the greateſt pro- 
digy, they revived again in a moment, and flew 
Away. inn en nner 
5 The An el then ſaid, Be not. 'aftoniſhed àt 
what you ſee ; this bird ow which'the Happy 
feed, and whoſe fleſh never diminiſhes, is the 
lively image of the Alcoran, from: which all 
may draw profit, and may for ever read, with- 
out being tired, and the force of its words 
will always ſtrengthen and delight. We then 
returned to the ſame Dome from whence we 
departed, and quitting our horſes, we returned 
them to their poſts ; the Angel then diſappear- 
ed, and I again fad the Propheétzd at whoſe 
feet I proſtrated myſelf, to thank him fo the 
great favour he had beſtowed on me above 
ther mortalss bees, wnivad 9H 4A 
1 am'going, faid he, to tranſport you into 
the world again, Where you ſhall find one 
of my favouiites, Who will give-you:allthmgs 
you require: But how long, do you believe, 
you Have ſojourned in that delicious place ? 
Oh! Great Prophet, anſwered I, ſever mi- 
nutes has ſcarce elapſed, ſince I entered that 

= "a venerable 


i 
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venerable abode. Thou haſt been, ſays ny 


more than ſeven years ! Obſerve by that how 
the. hours paſs, in the eternal dwellings of 
thoſe who obey my commands. _ | 

Inſtruct my faithful ſervants, tell them of 
all the wonders, you have ſeen, and woe be 
unto all thoſe who will not believe what you 
relate unto them. Then taking-me by the lock 
of hair, as before, the Prophet tranſported 
me to the ſide of a Moſque, where he left 
me ſleeping ; I apprehended all that I have 
been telling you for a dream, and I rea ly 
thought that I was in a bed in the Caravan- 
ſera at Agra ; but as ſoon as I was thoroughly 
awakened from my ſleep, and found myſelf 
by the fide of a Moſque, I knew it to be that 
of Tangut, and found I had been aſleep more 
than ſeven years. 


, 


My firſt care was to go into the Moſque, 
and return thanks to the Prophet, for the ex- 


traordinary favours he had ſhewn me, and af- 


ter . prayers, , having received permiſhon of the 
Iman to ſpeak to the people, I recounted to 
them with un eloquence, (which, without 
doubt, was given me by the Prophet) the jour- 
ney I had ſo lately taken through his Paradiſe, 
and although I related things very difficult to 
be belieyed, yet no body made the, leaſt doubt 
of the truth; on the contrary, the whole au- 


dience regarded me with an extreme venera- 


tion, and the Sultan of Tangut, being inform- 
ed of all that I had declared to the people, 
ſent. his Iman, who had carried me to his 
. own, houſe, with orders to invite me to his 


: 'F 41% 45 414 : T3 1 11% 324k > 4 
I found at the door a fine horſe, whoſe ſad- 


dle was covered with gold ſtuff, and the bri- 
dle embroidered. with di 


amonds and emeralds ; | 
I mounted. 
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I mounted upon him, and four Imans, of which 
number, he who entertained me was one, 
attended on me. I was accompanied by a vaſt 
concourſe of people, who bleſſed me as 1 
Paſſed. Being arrived at the Palace, 1 was 
received with all poſſible refpet, by the 
- officer of the Sultan, before whom, when 1 
was introduced, I would have proſtrated 
myſelf; but, catching me up, he embraced 
me with great condeſcenſion, and let me 
know, that it would afford him infinite plea- 
ſure, if I would relate to him the hiſtory of 
my life and adventures 118 
I immediately obeyed; but when I came 
to recount the wonders I had ſeen in the 
Paradiſe of our Prophet, he appeared to be 
mightily affected, and I perceived the tears 
Tan down his cheeks in abundance. Oh! 
Holy Man, thou friend of the Prophet, ſaid 
he to me, how happy are you, who have 
in your life-time ſeen ſuch marvellous things: 
1 am thoroughly convinced of the truth of 
all you ſay, and muſt now beg that you 
would edify one of my Sultana's, by a repe- 
tition of thoſe wonderful things, for ſhe is 
not as yet thoroughly converted to our reli- 
gion. I cannot, however, without fear, ex- 
poſe to your view, a mortal, who is one 
of the beauties of the ' incomparable Houris, 
i. e. Virgins of Paradiſe, © WC 
Ah! my Lord, replied I, that fight, tho' 
it was fine beyond all expreſſion, could not 
make me forget the Princeſs of Carizme; and 
until the happy moment, in which I am to 
find her arrives, I ſhall wait with the ut- 
moſt impatience. [ 1un no riſque then, ſaid 
the Sultan, in letting you ſee the lady of 
whom I ſpeak, fince à Heart, filled with a 
8 . paſſion 
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aſſion ſo violent as your's, can receive no 
impreſſion from any other object, how beau- 
tiful ſoever it may be; however, give me leave 
to aſſure you, that this fair-one is almoſt to 
be compared with the beautiful Houris, whom 
you ſaw in your myſterious journey. 
Well then, my Lord, ſaid I, fince you de- 
fire 1t, I will ſee this Sultana; but I ſwear 
to you by the. White Stone which, Adam 
carried to Paradiſe, and which fell in the 
heritage of Abraham, Iſmael, and their de- 
ſcendants, that her beauty, how powerful ſo- 
ever it may be, is not ſufficient to alter the 
violent love, with which my heart is filled 
for Zarat-Alriadh. And I, ſaid the Sultan, 
have ſo perfect a veneration for ſuch a man 
as Abderaim, that however dear this Sultana : 
may be to me, if you ſhould' find yourſelf 
attracted to Her charms, I ſwear to you by my 
head, T will that moment ſurrender her to 
_. your deſires. ; © OY Rn 
The Sultan, taking me by the hand, con- 
ducted me into an inner part of the palace, 
where we entered into a Ine faloon: and the 
firſt object that ſtruck my ſight, was the Prin- 
ceſs of Carizme, from whom I had been ſo 
long ſeparated ; I was in that moment ſo much 
amazed, at this unexpected ſight, and ſo af- 
flicted at the ſame time, to think that Princeſs 
ſnould be eſpouſed to the Sultan, that the ex- 
tremity of niy grief left me without ſenſe, 
and I nk ddwf on SH 
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EVENING LXXXIV. 


The Concluſion of the HisTory of 
Abderaim, recited by himſelf. 


T was now more than half an hour be- 
1 fore I came to myſelf; and to my great 
ſurprize, found I was in the arms of Zarat- 
Alriadh, and as I had my eyes full of tears, 
and my face appeared covered with, a mortal 
Paleneſs ; the Sultan of Tangut, who perceiv- 
ed that his diſcourſe had thrown me into 
this agony, ſaid, My dear Abderaim, the 
"Princeſs of Carizme is not of the number of 
my wives. The Sultana, to whom ſhe owes 
her being, was my ſiſter, and it is not, with-. 
out a myſtery, that ſhe is found this day in 
the Seraglio. 5 8 

At this unexpected news, I paſſed, as it 
were, from death to life; and che Sultan, hav- 
ing left me alone with her, Ii recounted to her 
all that happened to me, from the moment of 
our cruel ſeparation, -at which ſhe was greatly 
aſtoniſhed. Then, in my turn, I prayed her 
to tell me all that had befallen her, from that 
melancholy time, which ſhe did in the fol - 
lowing terms: 
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EVENING LXXXV. 


The Hisrokv of the Princeſs Zarat- 
Alriadb, recited by Abderaim. 


the Princeſs to me, that I felt the ſharp- 
eſt pangs of grief when I found you did not 
return with Mouaid that night, on which you 


were both ſold by the perfidious captain, who 


pretended to have you ſearched for with great 
care, and hearing no news of you, he told me 
that you were certainly devoured by tygers, 
as you walked by the ſea-ſide, thoſe creatures 
being very common in thoſe parts; as this 
appeared to me but too probable, my deſ- 


pair redoubled to ſuch a degree, that I reſolved. 


to give myſelf up to deſpondency. 
I remained three days without eating or 
drinking; how many prayers did that de- 


ceiver make for me! and as he ardently wiſh- 


ed to get me once more on board his veſſel, 


he made uſe of a trick which effected it. 
Madam, ſaid he to me, neither your ſpouſe 
nor ſon is dead, I was informed. juſt now by 


an inhabitant of this iſland, that the laſt veſ- 


ſel which departed from the port, carried them 
away on board. _ 5 
The captain who commands it, being a man 
of no probity, it is common for him to com- 
mit ſuch crimes, but as my veſſel is a much 
h better 


OU may believe, my dear Abderaim, ſaid 
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better ſailor than his, and as we are ready 
to depart immediately, I flatter myſelf that I 
ſhall overtake him before they can reach any 
other port, and oblige him to ſet them at li- 
berty, and you may be aſſured, continued he, 
that I will loſe the very laſt drop of my blood, 
rather than he ſhall affront me in ſo groſs a 
manner unpuniſhed, | | 
Seduced by this diſcourſe, which bore ſo 
.great an appearance of truth, and deluded by 
the pleaſing hope of retrieving you again, I 
was "prevailed upon to take ſome nouriſhment, 
and entering the veſſel, we quitted the port 
immediately ; but as ſoon as we got into the 
main ſea, the captain entered the cabin he had 

zallogsed for my ũſeee 
What I told you, ſaid he, of the deliver- 
ance of your ſpouſe and ſon, was 3 ima- 
gination: they have, beyond diſpute, been 
made the prey of tygers; but, Madam, the 
violent paſſion I have for you, would not 
ſuffer me to abandon you to your ſorrows; 
I was too ſenſibly touched with your beauty, 
not to pity your diſtreſs. There is. now no 
better way to repair: the loſs you have ſuf- 
fered, than by accepting me for your ſpouſe. 
I 'was ſo much ſurprized at the compliments, 
and propoſition of the captain, that I remain- 
ed for ſome time as immoveable as a ſtatue; 
but at laſt, after reflecting ſeriouſly on his 
paſt conduct: Ah deceitful wretch, ſaid I, 
it is plain to. perceive that you have diſpoſed 
either of the lives or liberties of my huſband 
and ſon; you looked upon them as invincible 
obſtacles to your infamous deſires; but hope 
not, nor believe that you ſhall ever gain any 
advantage over me; and know that I prefer 
death, nay, even the moſt cruel that can] be 
1 5333 iavented, 
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invented, to the horror of being forced to 
ſubmit to your defines, - 0 RY 4 
The captain, who was' a man of violent 
temper, could not bear this manner of treat- 
ment, without falling into a great rage. I 
will give you, ſaid he, an hour to reflect 
on the advantageous offer I have made, with 
eyes, which ſparkled with indignation; when 
the time is paſſed, if you return not my love, 
as you ought, I will give you cauſe to fear 
the effects of my juſt rage and reſentment; 
my paſſion will be eonverted to hatred, and 
I ſhall puniſh you without any farther con- 
ſideration. | 
On this, he quitted the room, and left me 
in the 'moſt dreadful fituation -of any mor- 
tal. I employed moſt of the time, that in- 
human monſter had allotted me, in tears; 
and when the moment drew near, in which 
1 expected his return, I was ready to expire; 
but after T had invoked our Prophet in a 
_ moſt ſolemn manner, I found myſelf, all on 
a ſudden, fortified , againſt all attempts the 
captain could offer. = | 
My courage augmented every minute, and 
lock ing into a-trunk Which he had left open, 
to ſee if I could find a weapon to defend my- 
Nel, I found a ſabre; on which 1 ſeized, and 
waited the coming ':of the miſerable wretch, 
With ua fall reſolution to take away his life, 
for which purpoſe I:feated myſelf behind the 
door, Which he had ſtrongly faſtened on the 
outhde. e 5 
He was as good as his word, and the mo- 
ment the hour he had given me was expired, 
he entered the room, and before he had time 
to turn towards me, I cut off his head at 
one blow, with the ſabre; then taking it up 
by the lock of hair, I went with it inſtantly 
Vol. II, upon 


upon deck, and addreſſing myſelf to the un- 
der officers: There, ſaid J, is the head of 
your infamous Captain, who, not atisfied with 
having ſold my huſband and ſon into ;{lavery, 
durſt alſo make an attempt on the honour of 

the Princeſs of Carizme. “ 8 
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EVENING, LXXXVI 


The HisTory of Abderaim, recited 


by Mouiad. © 


(Continued.) - | 


p 1 


by any of his people, I eafily perceived, 
that no body reſented the revenge J had taken; 
on the contrary, the gentleman, whoſe place 


it was to ſucceed him, addreſſed himſelf to 


me, in the following terms: Madam, ſays 
he, I dare aſſure you, that there is not one 
perſon on board, but will be ready to ſhew 
you the higheſt marks of reſpect, which are 
due to your ſex and rank; had we known 
the wicked intentions of our captain, you 
may be certain, notwithſtanding the autho- 


rity he bore in his veſſel, as the greateſt part 


of the cargo belonged to him, yet he ſhould 
never have been maſter of your deſtiny ; and 
to make you truly ſenſible, Madam, of the 
| Juſt regard we have for you, we will. receive 
no orders, but from your mouth.“ | 

| N Before 


A S the Captain was bert med beloved 
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Before I had time to anſwer ſo polite a com- 
pliment as I ought, the whole ſhip's crew: gave 
a, ſhout of joy, in token of their approving; 
what their officer had ſaid, and immediately 


_ 121 1er 1 32. 6 N 
a council immediately, and 
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their ſpite ſo far, that they reſolved to . ſteal 
* 21d 83 102 BEE: 2 t 10 lui £4 WW: each 
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each other's wives; and ſelF them to the com- 
mander of our veſſel; this was executed al. 
moſt at the ſame time, Okilan Having in the 
night forced the houſe of Idirim, and; carried 
off his wife, whom he brought on board, and: 
ſold to our captain for an hundred pieces of 
gold, but ſeeming to think the price too ſmall, 
the captain told Gkilan thet it was rather too 
much, for he had juſt before bought a wo- 
man who was both younger and handlomer; 
yet - ſhe did not coſt him above half the 
That is impoſſible, replied the villain, our 
people know: the value of fine women better 
teran te ſell you fuctr a bargairr as you mention, 
and if you can aſſure me of the truth, I will 
let you have this at the fame price. It is an 
cuaſy matter to convince” you, faid the captain, 
as it is not Half an hour fince 1 bought Her; 
he then ordered: the- fhve' in queſtion to be 
brought in, but the violent ſurprize and fury 
of Okilan is not to be deſcribed, when he 
faw that it was His wife, thus fold to flavery; 
and apprehended that ir was Idirim who had 
feld her: He them 4aHought of nothing but 
yow'ts deliver her out of the captain's hands, 
and preſſed him to take the wife of his ene - 
my at what price he pleaſed; that fince both 
thefe women had beer at the difcretion of 
the captain, it was not fit that he ſhould fuffer 
the other woman to be releaſed, leſt ſhe 
mould make his wife the ſubje@ of ſhame and 
raillerv e CCC 
i M0 White this ſingular ſcene was paſſing aboard 
our veſſel, Idirim was filled with joy, at hav- 
ing taken fo terrible and mortifying a revenge 
of his enemy; but no ſooner did he arrive 
at his own houſe, than to his inexpreſſible 
grief; he was informed, that during his ab- 


ſence 


MOGUL TALES. 209 
ſence, Okilan had cauſed; his houſe to be broke 
open, and his. wife carried away; this news 
made him run directly to the 18 dl pe, and he 

F — LINES p bd +4383 , 1 1 
axtixed on board, our veſſel, at the inſtant that 
l bargaining for the feleaſe of his 
WIe. page 1 rant; MT ++ 140 ͤ can 1 , 
. Theſe two men, at the fight of one ano- 
ther, were ſeized with ſo furious a rage, that 
thinking, on a ins e, they ſeiged 
each other round the body, and in their ſtrug- 
gling, fell into the ſea,; it ſeemed in all ap- - 
Pearance that neither would let go their hold, 
tho“ they were. almoſt ſtifled with water, : — 
Thus they. periſhed in the waves, notwith-. 
ſtanding all the endeavours, our ſailors uſed 
to ſave 2 them !. = x . ; . ; : 

Being informed: of this extraordinary ad- 
venture, I cauſed the; two women to be brought 
before me, and ſent to ſeek for the commander 
of the port, in order to deliver them to him, 
rendering our, captain only the money Which 
he had paid for them; but they appeared ſo 
much diſſatisfied at what had happened to 
their huſbands, and in general ſo much dif- 
liked the inhabitants, F that place, that they 
intreated me to take them under my protection. 

As they had no children, and the comman- 
der of the port did not oppoſe their departure, 
I willingly took them into my ſervice, and 
promiſed. to take care of their fortunes, when 
we arrived at Carizme, We ſet ſail ſome hours 
after, and having heard one of theſe women 
relate, That upon a rock, by the ſea-fide, about 
twelve leagues. from the place we came from, 
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dear Abderaim. In ſhort, continued the Prin- 
ceſs, I went, and found him extremely fick 
in a grotto, ſituated in a rock, on the fonttafe 
of a mountain, and as foon as I entered; 
% Madam, faid he to me, before I ſpoke to 
me, you muſt yet wait a long time, before 
you can poſlibly be reſtored te your huſband 
RT. .. LM SOA aL 
That time can only be rendered eafy and 
ſhort to you, by the manner in which you 
paſs it : Return to your veffel, and make pre. 
ſents of all the equipage and cargo, of which 
they made you miſtreſs; diftribute alſo what 
diamonds you have among the officers, and 
return again to this place, with only theſe 
two women, and you ſhall find all eaſe and 
comfort ior yout Wir 
Tho I was much aſtoniſhed, continued Zarat- 
Alriadh, at the counfel this holy perfon gave, 


| yet [I heſitated not to obey him. I returned 


to the veſſel, and executed his orders exactly. 
Notwithſtanding all the obſtacles that the po- 
lite officers raifed againſt my 'defign, 1 con- 
tinued firm, and would not return to the 
grotto of the good Dervife, before I ſaw the 


veſſel failed a great way from the place where 
- we ſtood. FE en E 2% 


I then aſcended, tho* with much pain, yet 
extreme confidence, to the retired, peaceful 
dwelling of the goad old man; but judge of 
my aſtoniſhment and grief, when I found that 
he was ſpeechlefs, and in his laſt agonies! 
I got to he top of the rock, to ſee if I could 
polibly make any fign to our veſſel; but it 


was fo far advanced to fea, that T loſt 11 
hopes of ever rejoining it again, which thought 
filled me Wwith..defpair, © © 


; The 


- 
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The two women, who had adviſed me to 
chis journey, wete in a condition not eaſy to 
be- defcribed'; at length, ſeeing there was no 
remedy for our evils, exhorted' them to take 
courage; We returned to the grotto, and ar- | 
rived the very moment the good Derviſe ex- 
pired. ; 3 Ea, 1 4 MEM © 05 | 
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EVENING LXXXVIL 


The HisTory of the Princeſs Zarat- 
Alriadb, recited by Abderaim.” 


\ 


(Conmtinued.). 
S we had armed ourſelves with refolu- 
tion, againſt this melancholy event, 
which we had too much reafon to expe, we 
were lefs affrighted, than we were embarraſſed, 
what we ſhould do with the body of the 
Derviſe, and my two women and I, ſat down 
and conſulted in what manner we ſhould be 
able to give it burial, but at laſt being fatigued 
beyond our ſtrength, we all fell into a — | 
found fleep. IT cannot tell how long our ſleep 
laſted, 'but the night feemed to be far ad- 
vanced, when I heard ſomebody near me; 
the noiſe made me open my eyes, and Iper- 
ceived in a moment, the grotto was "illami- 
"nated with more than an hundred chryſtal 
lamps, which produced fo Rrong a light that 


it 
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it dazzled my eyes; I, ſoftly awakened my 
two, women, Who were much ſurprized. at. ſo 
ſtrange a ſight, but; our aſtoniſhment: Was en- 
creaſed, When we ſaw, in the.grotro, ſix..young 
boys dreſſed in white, and extremely. beau- 
tiful ; theſe took the corps of the holy old 
man to a fountain, which was at one door 
of the grotto, and after having waſhed, and 
wrapped it in linen, they laid it again upon 
the. bed. Dot, ah +, bg pt gph dh ot eh nie nd, oh, 157 
„Why, fays one of theſe” lovely boys, do 
we not inter in the earth, the body of this 
true - believer ? We muſt wait, anſwered the 
others, the arrival of the worthy nephew of 
the great Alroamat. It is he who muſt mark 
out the place where we muſt depoſite the corpſe 
of this Holy Man; he will not ſtay long, be- 
cauſe he has orders to be here by the mid- 
dle of the night. Therefore while we wait 
for him, let us pray the Almighty, that he 
will beſtow his mercy on this illuſtrious Der- 
viſe.” | | 
Then. theſe young boys pronounced ſeveral 

chapters of the Koran, with ſo much devo- 
tion, that we received great edification there- 
by. But they had not continued this pious 
exerciſe above half an hour, before a Sage ap- 
peared, and they proſtated themſelves with 
their faces to the earth on his arrival. | 

The nephew of Alroamat, whoſe viſage 
. hone with ſuch; an amazing brightneſs, that 
we duxſt not lift up. our eyes to behold it, 
after having made à ſhort eulogium on the 
vistues, of the holy perſon deceaſed, ſhewing 
his attendants, by pointing with his finger to 
the gorner where we ' were, that, they would 
there find a fone, upon which they would 
: ſee ſome ſentences of the Alcoran engraved ; 
4 
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this ſtone he directed them to take up. But 
as ſoon as the young boys approached to obey 
the orders of the Sage, they, to their great 

2 perceived us lying upon that very 

one. 85 

What, ſaid the nephew of the great Alro- 
amat? Does the fight of the three women 
make you afraid ? Deſire them to range them- 
ſelves on the other ſide ; you may be certain, 
that they came not to this place without a my- 
ſtery, which in due time will be revealnd. 

Two of theſe beautiful boys having taken up 
the ſtone, the other four, who had the charge. 
of the corpſe; brought it forwards, and were. 

followed by the Sage; they all deſcended by, 

a pair of ſtairs, which were illuminated in 
the ſame manner as the grotto.” After T had 
beheld' all theſe wonders, continued Zarat- 
Alriadh, I took my two women by the hands, 
and following the holy convoy, I faw the de- 
ceaſed interred in a tomb of white marble, 
which ſtood in the middle of a ſtately hall; 
and as foon as the ceremony was finiſhed, alt 
the lights went out in an inſtant, and we heard 
not Ye Rate %%% ͤ ͤ ͤ nn 
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The Concluſion of the HisTory of 
Zarat-Alriadh, recited by Abderaim. 


THIS ſtrange adventure ſurprized my wo- 

14 men to ſuch a degree, that I thought 
they would have died of the fright, and I pro- 
teſt to you I was little leſs frightened than 
they; - but putting my Whole confidence in 
8 Prophet, I earneſtly prayed him, not 
to abandon me in this diſtreſs,, and I had no 
ſooner. pronounced the words that were taught 
me, by the Fairy. Mergian-Banou, three times, 
than I found myſelf and my women alſo tranſ- 
ported into a delicious garden, where we per- 
ceived a new meteor, inſtead of the fun, which 
produced a charming light ; it was of a per- 
fect oval form, of a blue colour, ſpangled with 
ſtars, one of which was in the middle, be- 
ing much bigger than the reſt, _ 

We were very much ſurprized again at this 
new event, when, at laſt, we ſaw coming out 
from a grove of oranges, a woman of majeſtick 
preſence, who approached with great affabi- 
lity, and embracing me tenderly, Princeſs of 
Carizme, ſaid ſhe, I am Mergian-Banou, who 
Protected Abderaim, I can hut very little in- 
terpoſe myſelf in the favour of him, or of 
you, againſt what is deſtined ; it has only = 
mitted me to ſweeten your ſorrows ; you ſhall 
| remain 


MOGUL TALES. 21 
remain in this enchanted place, until you are 
to be rejoined to your ſpouſe; the days will 
ſeem ſo ſhort, that, however deſirous you may 
be to ſee thoſe you ſo dearly love, you ſhall 
here feel no uneaſfineſs.' __ © 4 00 
Thus, continued Zarat-Alriadh, I paſſed more 
than ſeven years in the Palace of the Fairy, 
which ſeemed to me not ſeven weeks, and 
- _ that illuſtrious” Perize was continually vary- 
ing the pleaſures; her converſation was ſo 
charming and inſtructive, that it was impoſ- 
ſible ſor me to leave her without regret. It 
is but four days ago I learyed from her, that 
the time of my ſeparation from you was near 
expired, and I thought 1 ſhould have expired 
with joy at the intelligence. i 
When embracing me, ſhe ſaid, Go and meet 
a huſband that adores you; I am going this 
inſtant to have you tranſported to the Sera- 
glio of the Sultan of Tangut your uncle; the 
nephew of the celebrated Alroamat, whom 
you faw in the grotto of the good Derviſe, 
in concert with me, inſtructed him in a dream 
of your arrival, and that of Abderaim, who 
not long after, was conducted to the ſame 

lace, in a manner yet more extraordinary. 
ou will ſoon find your ſon in a condition, 
indeed very unworthy of his parentage. 

In ſhort, illuſtrious Perizes, purſued Abde- 
raim, every thing came te paſs as the Fairy 
had ſaid to the Princeſs my ſpouſe, and it is 
not more than forty-eight hours fince I found 
my dear. Zarat-Alriadh. As we were walking 
together in the gardens of the Sultan of Tan- 
gut, we were lifted up by the Genii, who 
obey your orders, and in leſs than two mi- 
nutes, tranſported to this ſuperb palace, where, 
to our extreme joy, we have at laſt found 
Mouiad, 

| My. 


W 
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My Lord, .ſaid Cothrob, to Abderaim, Ican 
aſſure you, the recital of the adventures of 
the Princeſs your ſpouſe and your own, has 
given us all great pleaſure; and, as I am ſen- 
fible that you both earneſtly deſire to ſee the 
Sultan of Carizme, I ſhall very ſoon give the 
neceſſary orders for your being conducted thi- 
ther; but it is now time for us to retire, 
and the adventures. of tomorrow will obe 
Full of events ſo fingular, that I believe it 
will not be diſpleaſing to you . to be the 
ſpectators of them; I therefore invite you, 
and all the Princes and Princeſſes here preſent, 
and deſire that none of you will omit coming 


at the uſual hour; the Iman then ordered the 


decoction of Bueng to be put into the wine, 
which the dancers drank, and an hundred pie- 
ces of gold totbe put into the pockets of each 
of them, as well as their manager, which 
being done, they were all carried, while aſleep, 


to the Caravanſera of Cambaye, except II- 


diz and Maſſoud; as for Mouiad, he had been 
in the apartment of Abderaim, and the Prin- 


_cels his mother, from the day they arrived at 


the Palace. 
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The HisTory ef Oguz, and his five 
— 1 


N. next 1 e was the time: "_ 
fixed by the Sultan Oguz for his will to 
be opened, being come, Cothrob came into 
the hall, followed by the Sultanz Ackſou, 
Schirin, and Bathul, where they found all 
the Princes and Princeſſes, Ildiz * Maſſoud. 
000 muſt intreat you to bear me with atten- 
tion, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to the noble 
company, and that nobody may interrupt me, 
it is fit theſe illuſions ſhould ceaſe; you are 
not in the Ginaſtan, as you have hitherto 
been made to believe; this is the Seraglio of 
the Sultan of Cambaye, Who has diſappeared 
from the eyes of his Sultanz's and his chil- 
dren, ſince which, to this day, ſour months have 
tranſpired; 3, and if in this place, they have 
paſſed many marvellous adventures, they are 
done by the power, which is given me by 
ſeal of Solomon, which you ſee on my fin- 
ger; none of you can be ignorant. of the au- 


38 thority at 4 gives to whoever poſſeſſes it,, be- 


cauſe, all the ſecrets - of nature lie open? to 
him; be, commands the elements, and all the 
people who inhabit them; with all the power 
which that Sultan poſſeſſed, and his wiſdom, 
which was immenſe. Oguz, who knew my 
capacity, truſted me with the ſovereign | power 

Vat. It. .- U | to 
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to this day; and, according to his intentions, 
I am going to tranſmit it into his hands, to 
whom it lawfully belongs; but before that, 
it is neceſſary that the Sultanti do inſtantly 
declare their ſentiments.” 
The four Sultana to whom the memory of 
their ſpouſe was very dear, could not refrain 
from burſting into a flood of tears. 
At length Gehernaz ſpoke in the following 
terms: Iluſtrious Cothrob, the memory of 
our dear Lord and huſband, is ſo precious to 
us, that there is not one of us who would 
not ſacrifice our lives, to recal him to the 
tight of day; theſe are the thoughts of Ge- 
anſouz, Neubar, 'Shebgeraks- and myſelf ; and 
if we do not ut all times appear ſo much af- 
flicted to outward view, our grief is not the 
leſs, finge it proceeds from the ſincerity of 
our Reute judge then, if in this diſpoſition, 
we can” have any intention” tb Þaſs into the 
arms of another man. No, my Bord, do nd 
injure us fo much, as to believe us capable 
of ſuch baſeſſeſs. 2250 1 12 80 
We have dene all that was poſſible, to 
perſuade Goul-Saba te think as Wðã²' do, dd tb 
à banden her puaſſtion for àa man, ſo much un- 
worthy of her; it is alſo tô be Wiſhed that 
me Prince Bathul her fon; would relinquiſh all 
thoughts" of the young Hidi ; but our remòn- 
ſtrances were vain, they operated neither on 
one nor the other. Goul-Saba is only 'fen- 
fible of the charms of Maſfoud, who finds 
himſelf too much hon dured by the choice, 
nöt to tpreſs that ſtre would perfect his hap- 
piheſs PEV giving him her hand, and the young 
Prince; "authorized by the example of his 
mother, is become ſs paſfibnately) in love 
with IIdiz, that he will no longer hearken to 
reaſon, hor conſider What: is due to his birth.“ 
44 07 051079) S133 1 6 66 Theſe 
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„ Theſe, moſt wiſe Iman, are our ſincere 
ſentiments, and by all the wonders we have 
ſeen performed by your means, we are per- 
fectly convinced, that you are the moſt pow- 
_ erful next to our Prophet, we beg that you 
would obtain of him, the favour to take us 


4a 1249» 


it, and therefore nothing is able to make us 
alter our reſolution.“ 
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FELL et replied Cothgob to Goul- 
Saba, ſince you will not refle& on the 
baſenels, and ill conſequence which will in- 
evitably attend ſuch ſentiments, and are both 
reſolved 'to perſiſt in your blindneſs, I will 
open the teſtament of the Sultan, your late 
| ſpouſe, and execute his will exactly, after the 
orders we ſhall find contained therein: This 
command he gave me in ſecret, before he de- 
poſited it in my hands : I defire the favour of 
you, anſwered Goul-Saba, briſkly, fince we 
Have languiſhed with extreme impatience for 
four months paſt, to* delay no longer, ſince 
the wiſh'd for moment is arrived, 
I am going to ſatisfy your curioſity, ſaid 
the Iman, and after having ſhewn all the Sul- 
tana's, that the fignet of the Sultan was en- 
tire, he opened the packet, and read the fol- 
lowing words: Let the name of our great 
Prophet be praiſed, and may his religion be 
extended from Caf to Caf; it was he who re- 
| vealed to me part of what has fince happened 
in the Seraglio, before he ſeparated me from 
my dear Sultangs. The Sultan of Ormuz, 
Who has a of love for the Princeſs y 4 
| ou, 
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ſou, my daughter, may be aſſured that his 
Paſſion is approved by our great Prophet; 
let them therefore be immediately united to- 
ether, and let that Monarch be put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of all. that belongs to him as her 
' huſband.” rant] 
Draw near, my Lord, {aid Cothrob, to Prince 
Cazan-Can, and receive from my' hands, the 
Princeſs whom Oguz has given you to wife ; 
tho' modeſty would not parmit her ſooner to 
diſcover the tender” ſentiments ſhe had, for 
ſo great and lovely a Monarch, ſhe may to- 
day without a bluſh confeſs, that your perſon 
is extremely dear to her. za 
Cazan-Can, as well as the other Princes, 
was ſo much aſtoniſhed at what had juſt paſſ- 
ed, that they thought it rather the effects of 
a dream, than a reality, but the Iman, who 
penetrated the very depth of their hearts, ſoon. 
drew them out of that error. It is not an il- 
luſion as you imagine it to be, my Lords, 
ſaid he to them, the King of Ormuz may, if 
he thinks fit, inſtantly become the huſband 
of the Princeſs of Guzarat. If I will, cried 
Cazan-Can ? Ah ! mighty Sage, you are truly 
ſenſible of the violence of my love, nor can 
you be ignorant that I ſhall die with grief, if 
the lovely Ackſou expreſles the leaſt repugnance 
to my happineſs. _. 3; 
Very far from it, replied ſhe modeſtly, I 
dare now aſſure you, that I could never have 
known happineſs, if the orders of the Sul- 
tan my father, had not, accorded with the real 
ſentiments of my Heart. The Sultan of Or- 
muz was tranſported with joy, at ſo kind and 
natural a declaration : he made the utmoit 
acknowledgments for ſo vaſt a favour, and 
kiſſed the Princeſs's hand with the greateſt reſ- 
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pect imaginable, and the Iman performed the 
ceremony of marriage upon the ſpot; which 
being done, he informed the company, that 
he muſt go on to read the reſt of the will of 
7 to which they attended with profound 

ence. | | i 


„ My Sultan (whom I wiſh may always 
be favoured by the Prophet) may from this 
moment rejoice in the liberty I have given 
them, in diſpoſing of themſelves; I break all 
the bonds that tied them to me, only requir- 
ing that they take great care not to diſho- 
nour themſelves, by an unworthy choice ; but 
if any one of them forget, that ſhe has been 
fpouſe to the Sultan of Guzarat, let the Iman 
marry them, and let her inſtantly be turned 
out of the Seraglio, that ſhe may not cauſe the 
others to bluſh at the fight.” | 


Upon this, Goul-Saba went and took Maſ- 
ſoud by the hand: Behold, faid ſhe, this is 
the ſucceſfor I give the Sultan ; ſhe ſpoke thefe 
words with fo ſhocking an aſſurance; that the 
Four Sultan were extremely provoked ; I 
ſhall very little regard, continued ſhe, the mo- 
rals of Oguz, ſince I am going to quit this 
diſmal place; nor am I afraid to ſay, that it 
was always hateful to me; and if the authe- 
rity of the Sultan had not detained me, I had 
never ſtaid his life-time, and much leſs fince 
his departure. Sd | 

The Sultan were going to reproach. Goul- 
Saba in the ſtrongeſt terms, for her abominable 
behaviour, but Cothrob prevented them. Let 
her alone, ſaid he, and be contented, it is a 
ſufficient puniſhment that ſhe is thus permitted 

to diſhenour herſelf; having faid - this, he 
* 0 E married 
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married her to Maſſoud, and then went on 
to read the reſt, of the will. . | 


“Schirin ſhall reign after me: — As for Ba- 
hul, you muſt underſtand he is not my ſon, 
but the offspring of a vile muſician, I have no 
intereſt in him,” | 


_ 
—_ 


At the reading of this article, the Sultana% 
were ſo much ſurprized, that they could not 
forbear expreſſing their aſtoniſhment. Ba- 
thul, is he not the ſon of Oguz? cried they. 
No, he is not, anſwered Goul Saba, without 
the leaſt ſign of ſhame or modeſty, and what 
then, I had a lover before I entered this Se- 
raglio, and was with child, when I was, 'very 
much againſt my inclination, preſented to the 
Sultan ; and, as it plainly appears, that I am 
the ſole diſpoſer of my ſon, and that 1 give 
my conſent to his marriage with dia, I in- 
treat the Iman to join them without delay. 


—_—— 
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The HisTory of Oguz, and his five 
Sultand J. | 


[ See the Frontiſpiece to this V, olume. 3 
(Continued) 


YOTHROB executed, without any diſpute, 
the defire of Goul-Saba : As we are at 
preſent, cried ſhe, all well contented, I ſup- 
poſe that my ſon and I, with our conſorts, 
may be permitted to go out of this honour- 
able prifon ? Nothing hinders you, anſwered 
the Iman, if the Sultan of Guzarat gives you 
permiſſion, I ſuppoſe, replied the ſpouſe of 
Maſſoud, Schirin is too juſt, and too good- 
natured to oppoſe it: We are not certain what 
his intentions may be, ſaid Cothrob ; and as 
we are drawing near to a new part of this 
odd ſtory, you will ſoon ſee the perſon on 
whom your fate depends. He had no ſooner 
' ſpoke theſe words, than the door opened, 
which led from the moſque to the hall, and 
Oguz came into the midſt of the aſſembly. 

It is impoſſible to repreſent perfectly, the 
different emotions the Sultan felt. If the 
Four eldeſt were touched with raptures of joy, 
at the fight of what they only took for an 
apparition of that huſband, whom they ſo long, 
and ſo ſincerely mourned, Goul-Saba was ſo 
amazed and terrified, that ſhe had like to e 

| | e 
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died with fear; and as for Bathul he ſtood. 
like; a marble ſtatue. a . 
Sultan, ſaid Oguz, I am not yet enter- 
ed into. the habitations of the departed; no, 
I was willing, before that, time, to know the 
inmoſt ſecrets of your hearts ; I obtained my 
wiſh by a feigned death, and ever ſince not 
one action you did, or word you ſpoke, has 
eſcaped my knowledge; this is all the myſte- 
ry, the reſt has been wholly conducted by the 
Iman.“ Theſe words, which reconciled. the. 
four Sultan to life, which they had ſo late- 
ly deſired to loſe, redoubled the fear of Goul- 
Saba; confuſed beyond all expreſſion, it was 
a long time before ſhe was able to make the 
leaſt. motion; at length, ſhe threw herſelf at 
the feet of she Sultan, where ſhe remained 
proſtrate in a profound filence, and attended, 
trembling at the puniſhment ſhe expected to 
have pronounced upon her, for the inſolent diſ- 
courſe ſhe had made with relation to Oguz. _ 
“ Riſe up, unworthy Goul-Saba, ſaid the Sul- 
tan to her, and no longer be in fear for your 
life; for notwithſtanding your ſcandalous con- 
duct, and the manner in which you have 
very often expreſſed yourſelf in ſpeaking of 
me, deſerve death; yet I will not ſoil my 
hands with the blood of. ſuch an abandoned - 
_ wmrietch. | 
Forget then for ever that you have had the 
honour of my bed, and follow, without con- 
ſtraint, the looſe kind of life, into which you 
have entered yourſelf, thou daughter of a 
common woman, and formerly miſtreſs of a 
player, who art this day become the ſpouſe 
of a man of the ſame profeſſion; go, and ex- 
erciſe a trade that ſuits your genius, and for 
which you were born, and finiſh your unfor- 
5 35 | N tunate 
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tunate days with your worthy fon, on'a thea- 
trical throne, fince you have not deferyed' jo 
finiſh them on that of Guzarat. 
And yau, wife Cothrob, whoſe power I 
know extends to every thing, oblige 'me by 
taking for ever from my eyes, thofe ohjects, 
whoſe preſence diſturbs the peace of my mind, 
and irritates to paſſion; let them with the 
_ reſt of the troop, whom: you have ſent to 
the Caravanfera,' be this moment tranſported 
to ſo great a diſtance, that I may never 
hear of them any ridings.” © 
As ſoon as Oguz had done ſpeaking, to the 
great aſtoniſhment of the ſpeRators, Goul- 
Saba, Maſſoud, Fldiz, aud Bathul, difappeared 
out of the hall; and the Sultan, turning to 
his other wives, © Adorable Sultan, ſaid 
he, (ſhedding ſome tears, which he could not 
refrain,) pardon the weakneſs of which I 
have been guilty, with relation to Goul-Saba 
and her fon; by it you may plainly ſee the 
miferable ſtate of man, how liable he is to be 
deceived ! | en LEES | 
„ Keſtore me, once more, te all your ten- 
derneſs; if the grateful fenſe I have of your 
excellent conduct he capable of "diminiſhing 
my crime.“ © We never murmured at any 
thing you pleaſed to do, my Lord, replied 
Gehernaz, I can anſwer for the three Sul- 
tand, that neither they nor I, ever ceafed 
to love you with the moſt perfect affettion ; 
no, not for one moment; and if it had pleaf- 
ed Heaven, that Time, which deftroys all 
things, had not altered both' our' faces and 
perſons, and taken away the bloom and beau- 
ty with which we once were bleſſed, and 
which you once beheld with admiration and 
pleaſure, we might yet hope for the happineſs 


We - 
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of, pleaſing vou. Ah! lovely Gehernaz; cried 
N that is not neceſſary; now my blindneſs 
is diſſi peind,, and I haye recovered the uſe of 
my reaſon; you appear to me as amiable. -as 
you were. the. firſt day I ſaw. you, and I de- 
ſire our great Prophet to puniſh me with 
death, if for the future * ever Weng 
of wa leaſt infidelity: | 
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, The Conchifiot” of the Hirt of | 
5 Qua, and his five Sultand5. 


s for vou, sultan of Orts, nid Oxuz, 
= addreſſing *kimfelf to that Prince, you 
who have ſo viſibly experienced the bounty 
of our great Pro het, I give Ackſou unto 
bv, With as much pleafurs as Cothrob did 
efort, who, by the power he is endowed 
with, {ured me, The would be perfectly hap. 
Wir with ſo go 68d, and fo | potent a Monarch. 
ith regard to the Prince of Viſapour, and 
his Illuſtrious ſpouſe, I ought, to make many 
excuſes for Aetaining them ſo long in this 
place, Which the power of Cbthrob made Ap- 
pear to them to be enchanted. But whenever 
they wert incſined to take their journey to 
Viſapour, this Iluftrious * >hilsſopher, lep 
to the great Alfèamat, and hon "after having. 


reigned in Chiba, ſurrendered his throne = 
"nn 
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his children, and in order that he might en- 
joy himſelf, cauſed them to be tranſported to 
the ſeveral eſtates he deſigned for their enjoy- 
ne e 8 
All the Princes and Princeſſes preſent, made 
the utmoſt acknowledgments to the Sultan, 
for the part he had in all thoſe events, which 
833 them entirely happy, and he received 
their compliments with the greateſt polite- 
neſs imaginable; he then turned to Prince 
Schiria, and tenderly embracing him ſaid : 
„My ſon, let my example make you wile ; 
learn to know, that there is a time of life, 
in which the greateſt part of mankind are but 
dupes to their own paſſions; the reflections 
of which, will not be pleaſing to us, when 
time has rendered us more diſcreet, tho' leſs 
amiable in their perſons. But, laying aſide 
theſe.: morals, we will e e ths day 
to feſtivity and mirth, that T may in ſome 
meaſure expreſs the pleaſure I feel at ſeeing 
the Princeſs my daughter, married to ſo great 
a Prince. an at Ein ed a bg 
| Soon, after this diſcourſe a magnificent col- 
lation was ſerved, which laſted till the night 
was far advanced, and Cothrob, who was 
ſeated near, the Sultana, cauſed them to be 
preſented, as likewiſe the Sultan, with a ſher- 
bet, compoſed of a water from a certain foun- 
tain, which was only known to himſelf; 
this water had the virtue of reſtoring,upon the 
ſpot, the perfeftions, of youth, beauty, health 
and ee e go 2d os | 
They had no fooner drank. of it, 
N e eee, wage their, eyes 
on Oguz, they were ſo, much aſtoniſhed, that 


* 
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they remained immoveable ; a manly beauty 
adorned the Sultan's face, he appeared en. 
| | | | tirely 
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tirely different from what he was but a few 
moments before. With all the graces of youth, 
he found himſelf reſtored to the ſtrength and 
vigour of a man of thirty: And the Sultans; 
to the fame degree of beauty and perfection, 
which' they enjoyed before they were married 
to the Sultan of Guzarat ; their ſurprize was ſo 
great, that it was a long time before they were 
able to make their acknowledgments to the 
Iman, but. at length, recovering from their aſ- 
toniſhment, ſaid; _ | 
Reverend Sage, was it, not enough that 
you reſtored to us the heart of Oguz, that 
you overcome us with your bounty, but you 
muſt likewiſe beſtow upon us all thoſe charms 
which were neceſſary to pleaſe him, and 
which time had before effaced ; and to make 
our ſatisfaction reciprocal, you have bleſſed 
the Sultan, our ſpouſe, with the ſame ad- 
vantages ; what thanks have we to render you 
and how ſhall we be able to acquit our- 
ſelves-in gratitude, for theſe unparalleled be- 
any, 7 „ a | | 
Lovely Sultana5, replied Cothrob, I ſhould 
think I had done nothing, if after having 
opened the eyes of Oguz, with relation to 
Goul-Saba and Bathal, who are now actually 
with their troops in the port of Balſora, I 
had not ' rendered back to the Sultan and 
you, all thoſe gifts which in your youth you 
received from the hand of Nature ; this was 
effected by cauſing you to drink of The Wa- 
ter of Youth ; but I was not permitted to 
let you taſte that of the fountain called Hol- 
wat, which the great Monarch of Houlcar- 
nein ſought in vain, and of which the Pro- 
ver - Khedher drank for a long time, and 
zecame immortal; but that fayour was af- 
p Vol. II. X f | forded 


230 MOGUL TALES. 


fordedb ut to a very ſmall number of parti- 
cular perſons. 
7 We are all born to die, and ſince the 
mirror of Alexandria has been broke, we 
ought nat to flatter ourſelves with immorta- 
lity, which was reported to be annexed. to 
that work, to which the fortune of the city 
of . was fatal. Let us therefore be 
continually doing good works, ſince we only 
enjoy a life which muſt | pa aſs away; theſe will 
conduct us to another, where the Prophet per- 
wits us to partake, of the. greateſt pleaſures, 
in the fight of which Abderaim rejoiced for a 
conſiderable. time, and all that he related to 
vou, gught to excite us to merit, by a ſtri& 
attachment to. his law, an Arien to the 
E pr. he Bleſſed ?”' 


: Bs following, manner. 
1 oh mann know, the, generous Hestt 

of . 4 fhould imagine that the fituation 
I find myſelf in at preſent, would: give him 
pain; and at the age I am, would make any 
hs but him believe, that it would not be 
long hefore he ſhould mount the throne of 
Guzarat ; my death, which he had good rea- 
- fon to believe was real, has already given 
him, a ſort of right to this , empire, which 1 
cannot take from him without regret: But, 
illuſtrious Cothrob, if in giving me the ad- 
vantages of youth, you have a due regard to 
his juſt hopes, I flatter myſelf. chat you will 
not diſapprove. the intention I have to make 
him my aſſociate in the throne. I now declare 
that from this day 1 divide with dam the em- 


pue of Gussrat.“ 
« Ab! 
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% Ah! my Lord, cried Schirin, throwing | 
himſetf at the Sultan's feet, believe not, that 
ſeduced by impatience to reign, I am capable 
of being in the leaſt uneaſy at ſeeing you in 
the happy ſtate you are at preſent, May 
Thunder blaſt me, if I ever entertained ſo 
criminal a thought! ſuffer me therefore to 
convince vou of my integrity, by ſtill re- 
maining your firſt ſubje&, and I will, by my 
obedience, reſpet and ſubmiſſion, give you 
manifeſt proofs that I have no defire to mount 
a throne,” | | | 
No, my ſon, replied Oguz, interrupting 
him, I will never conſent to that demand; I 
am ſo th roughly perſuaded of the integrity 
of your Fez? that J will abſolutely have you 
ſhare the. empire with, me. Riſe, therefore, 
for it is not proper for a'Sultan to be in the 
poſture you are, and obey me for the laſt time 
Without reply.” | 

Schirin, at this new command roſe up, and 
after having, in the moſt reſpectful manner, 
kiſſed the hand of Oguz, that good father 
tendetly embraced him, and deſired Cothrob 
to make known to his ſubjects the dignity to 
which he had juſt exalted that Prince. 

The Iman immediately gave his orders to 
the Prime Vizir, to publiſh it the next day. 
It is not to be conceived, with what extreme 
pleaſure the people of Cambaye received this 
news, which they teſtihed by a thouſand cries 
of joy; and all the Princes and Princeſſes, 
(after having been efitertained for more than 
a month at a magnificent feaſt, which was ce- 
lebrated upon theſe joyful triumphs, and, dur- 
Ing all that time, daily expreſſing their thanks 
to the Sultan and Cothrob, upon all occait- 
ons, and how ſenſible they were of their great 
X 2 bounty) 


4 


Mou T,A.L-E;S. 
3 bo nty) at laſt let them underſtand, that their 
2 es were abſolutely neceſſary at their ſe- 
veral countries. 5 | 1 | | 
Upon which, after having taken a ſolemn 
Jeave of each other, the illuſtrious Cothrob 
| _ ſummoned all the Genies, who were ſubje& 
: to his power, and gave. them a charge to con- 
duct the noble gueſts to their kingdoms. and 
eſtates, who in a few minutes tranſported Coth- 
bedin and Canzade to Viſapour; Abderim, 
Zarat-Alriadh, and their ſon, to Carizme ; 
Zem-Alzaman and Zendehroud, to Kaſgar; 
and Cazan-Can, Ackſou, Karabag, Albaert, 
\ Ghulendam and Aboul-Aſſam to Ormuz ; and 
every other individual, with their reſpective 
;onſorts, to their different kingdoms. And we 
ave the pleaſure to inform the reader, that 
Oguz, with his four Sultan, lived in a con- 
tinual ſtate of unenvied happineſs and joy, to 

an extreme old age. | 8 
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Delicate Embarraſſment , 
D' Anois's Fairy Tales, 3 vols. — 
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Female Adventurers, — 

Fatal Friendſhip, 2 vols. — 
Fatal Obedience, — 5 
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— Betſy Thoughtleſs, 2 vols. — 
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4 vols. — Dn 
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Modern Wife, { Novel, — 
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Lucy Layton, — F 
Maſquerade, ' —* OS 
Miſtakes of 'the Heart, „ 
Montague's Letters, — — 
Marianne Middleton, — "7 „ 
New Clariſſa, 2 vols. — Hes 
Orphan Daughters a Moral Tale, 1 
12 m0. — 1 
Preſent State of 0 the Britiſh Empire, SR 
Preſent State of France. — 5. 
"Peregrine Pickle, 2 vols. „ 
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